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The  DR*  FIELD  and 
BRUSH  MOWER 


the  amazing  walk-behind  "brush  hog 


•  CLEARS  &  MAINTAINS  meadows, 
pastures,  roadsides,  fences,  wooded 
and  rough  non-lawn  areas  with  ease. 
Mows  over  1/2  aae  per  hour! 

•  CUTS  tall  grass,  weeds,  brush, 
brambles,  sumac  -  even  tough 
saplings  uptol"  thick! 


•Plus 

CHOPS/ 
MULCHES  most 
everything  it  cuts; 
NO  TANGLE  of  material  to  Uip 
over  or  to  pick  up  like  hand-held 
bnishcutters  and  sicklebar  mowers. 
•  POWERFUL  8HP  Briggs  &  Stratton  engine 
with  BIG  20"  SELF-PROPELLED  WHEELS! 
Rolls  through  ditches,  furrows,  over  bumps  and 
logs  with  ease 


So, 
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MESS 
with  hand- 
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cutters  that  are 
so  dangerous, 
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sicklebar  mowers 
that  shake  unmerci- 
fully and  leave  such 
a  tangled  mess? 

PLEASE  MAIL 
COUPON  for  FREE 
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characters  will  give  you  a  lifetime  of  unforgettable 
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School  Prayer 

Barry  Lynn's  interview  is  titled, 
"Don't  Force  Us  To  Pray"  (June),  but 
the  gist  of  it  is  that  no  one  else  can 
pray  either.  His  philosophy  has 
banned  God  from  the  public  schools, 
and  now  we  have  guns,  drugs  and 
crime  in  them.  Not  only  do  we  need 
prayer  in  schools,  we  also  need  reli- 
gious instruction  in  them. 

Lynn's  ideas  banning  God,  religion 
and  prayer  are  antithetical  to  the  funda- 
mental right  of  freedom  of  religion. 
Lynn's  suggestions  are  no  different 
than  the  policies  of  communistic  athe- 
ists and  should  not  be  implemented. 

Peter  Terrebetzky 
Maspeth,  N.  Y. 

As  a  daughter  and  a  wife  of  mem- 
bers of  The  American  Legion,  I  have 
been  exposed  to  your  magazine  for 
many  years;  but  only  recently  have  I 
been  seriously  reading  it,  because  I've 
discovered  that  your  magazine  is  not 
afraid  to  present  both  sides  of  the 
issues. 

Congratulations  on  the  July  issue 


which  included  "Founding  Father, 
Favorite  Son,"  by  Lowell  Ponte,  about 
Thomas  Jefferson,  and  the  interview 
with  Barry  Lynn,  the  minister  and  for- 
mer American  Civil  Liberties  (ALCU) 
lawyer  who  now  is  executive  director 
of  Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State.  He  gave  us  some  of 
the  best  reasons  I've  heard  expressed 
on  the  necessary  separation  of  church 
and  state. 

As  a  secondary  school  teacher,  I 
view  my  task  as  teaching  students  how 
to  learn  in  order  to  form  their  own 
opinions,  not  indoctrinating  them  with 
a  particular  set  of  views  on  religion. 
School  prayer,  in  my  opinion,  does  the 
latter. 

I  have  never  knowingly  prohibited 
a  student  from  engaging  in  private, 
silent  prayer  to  any  deity  he  or  she 
may  worship.  Those  "generic"  school- 
endorsed  prayers  of  my  childhood  did, 
however,  have  a  very  specific  deity  in 
mind.  We  cannot  pretend  that  our 
country  promotes  Thomas  Jefferson's 
philosophy  of  individual  freedom  by 
promoting  one  group's  idea  of  religion 
in  our  classrooms. 


I  hope  that  your  delegates  to  future 
national  conventions  will  consider 
these  two  articles  when  debating 
whether  to  continue  to  ask  Congress  to 
pass  legislation  to  promote  school 
prayer. 

Diana  W.  Bumb 
Willard,  Ohio 

Great!  Bombarded  incessantly  from 
all  sides  by  the  politically  correct,  and 
what  do  I  find  in  my  very  first  issue  of 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  magazine, 
an  interview  with  an  ACLU  lawyer 
discussing  separation  of  church  and 
state!  Very  disappointing! 

Barry  Lynn  has  no  shortage  of 
forums  for  his  views.  Please  don't 
waste  any  more  paper  on  that  kind  of 
drivel.  You  can't  be  all  things  to  all 
members.  No  organization  can. 

For  those  who  oppose  your  position 
on  public  prayer,  tell  them  to  join  the 
ACLU.  I'm  quite  certain  they  don't 
keep  100  percent  of  their  members 
happy,  either.  Aim  to  please  the  vast 
majority  of  your  readers,  and  you'll  do 
all  right. 

John  P.  Collins 
Phoenixville,  Pa. 

Lynn  seeks  to  make  government 
the  enforcer  of  no  religion  at  all  and  to 
banish  the  name  and  image  of  God 
from  the  public  forum.  He  is  no 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  his  tired  preju- 
dices have  no  place  in  a  journal  that 
properly  places  God  before  country. 

Roger  A.  Kostiha 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 

I  commend  you  for  printing  such 
articles  as  "Don't  Force  Us  To  Pray." 
I  disagree  with  everything  Lynn  said. 
The  ignorance  of  this  "clergyman"  is 
appalling.  Nevertheless,  he  is  entitled 
to  his  turn  on  the  soapbox,  and  we 
need  to  know  what  such  people  are 
thinking,  saying  and  doing. 

John  D.  Coins 
Cleveland,  Tenn. 

The  American  Legion  is  to  be 
applauded  for  its  advocacy  of  an 
amendment  to  permit  voluntary  prayer 
in  public  schools,  as  well  as  its  print- 
ing of  opposing  views. 

Lynn's  articulate  but  constitutional- 
Please  turn  page 


WHY  DO  YOU  belong  to  The  American  Legion?  Is 
it  because  it  fights  for  veterans?  Is  it  because  of 
the  activities  of  your  local  Post?  Is  it  for  the  commu- 
nity service  that  helps  your  neighbors?  Is  it  for  the 
Legion's  strong  national  voice  for  God  and  Country? 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  magazine  wants  to 
know.  We  are  preparing  a  special  issue  celebrating 
the  75th  anniversary  of  The  American  Legion  and 
are  inviting  Legionnaires  to  help  tell  The  American 
Legion  story. 

We  are  looking  for  letters,  no  more  than  100 
words,  that  answer  the  question:  "What  does  The 
American  Legion  mean  to  me?" 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  magazine  will  pay  $50 
for  each  letter  published.  The  letters  will  appear  in 
the  September  1994  anniversary  issue,  a  once-in-a- 
lifetime  collectors'  edition.  Send  your  articles  to: 

75th  Anniversary 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  magazine 
P.O.  60x1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

The  deadline  is  Dec.  31,  1993.  We  regret  that  we 
cannot  acknowledge  or  return  your  letters;  and 
please  do  not  send  photos,  clippings  or  other  memo- 
rabilia, because  they  cannot  be  returned. 
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Jt  is  the  winter  of  1841,  and  tkis 
Lrave  Crow  warrior  rides  tke 
same  trails  kis  people  kave  followed 
for  uncounted  centuries.  As  ke 
looks  out  upon  a  snow-covered  val- 
ley, skimmering  in  tke  early  morn- 
ing sun,  ke  reflects  on  kis  ckanging 
world... He  can  even  sense  it  in  tke 
crisp,  pure  air... and  ke  knows  tkese 
may  ke  tke  last  days  of  glory. 

"Winter  of  '41"  is  as  powerful  as 
its  kaunting  sukject.  Premiering 
Ttie  Last  Warriors,  a  muck  antici- 
pated new  collection  from  Western 
art  master  Ckuck  Ren,  "Winter  of 
'41"  celekrates  tke  rick,  nokle  ker- 
itade  of  our  native  Americans. 


each  fine  porcelain  plate  will  ke  lim- 
ited to  a  total  of  28  firing  days, 
kand-numkered  on  its  reverse,  and 
accompanied  ky  a  Certificate  of 
Autkenticity. 

As  tke  owner  or  "Winter  of '41," 
you  will  kave  tke  opportimity  to  pre- 
view eack  issue  in  tkis  impressive 
collection  witkout  okkgation.  Our 
30  Day,  100%  Satisfaction  Guaran- 
tee assures  you  order  at  no  risk. 

Considering  tke  enormous  popu- 
larity of  Ckuck  Ren's  first  kmited- 
edition  plate  series,  a  strong  response 
is  expected  for  tkis  extraordinary  new 
work.  So  send  in  your  order  witkout 

delay!  ©1993  HC.  All  Rigkts  Resen-eJ. 


I  Respond  By:  SeptemLer  30,  1993  I 

Please  enter  my  order  for  tke 
"Winter  of  '41"  plate.  Limit:  One 
plate  per  collector. 

I  neetl  send  no  money  now.  On 

acceptance,  I  will  ke  killed  $29.50* 
wken  my  plate  is  skipped 

Ms./Mrs./Mr.   

Address  

City  

State  Zip 

Telepkone  {  )   


S5Z1  QHAA 


S  ignature  

'Plus  $2.96  shipping  and  kanclling.  SKipments  to  FioriJa 
will  te  Lilletl  state  sales  tax.  AH  orjcrs  must  signej  anj  arc 
subject  to  acceptance. 

The  Hamilton  Collection 

4810  Executive  Park  Ct.,  P.O.Box  44051, 
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ly  unjustified  arguments  are  typical  of 
the  un-American  rhetoric  of  the 
ACLU  and  Americans  United.  His 
arrogant  thinking  is  amply  demon- 
strated when  he  has  the  unmitigated 
gall  to  say  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, "There  were  imperfections  in 
their  understanding  of  religious  liber- 
ty." It  is  as  if  he  could  read  their 
minds.  His  understanding  of  religious 
liberty  under  our  Constitution's  first 
amendment,  which  reads  in  part, 
"Congress  shall  make  no  law  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof" 
(emphasis  added),  is  seriously  flawed 
and  should  be  discarded  as  trash. 

Roger  D.  Ferguson 
Brookline,  Mo. 

Number  32 

In  the  June  Commander's  Message, 
it  was  reported  that  31  states  had 
passed  memorializing  resolutions  urg- 
ing Congress  to  amend  the  U.S.  Con- 
stitution to  protect  our  Flag  from  dese- 
cration. I  am  proud  to  report  that  the 
Alaska  State  legislature  passed  HJR 
27,  making  Alaska  the  32nd  of  a 
required  38  states. 

Working  with  Alaska  Department 
Commander  Bill  Weber  and  Depart- 
ment Service  Officer  Warren  Colver,  I 
was  able  to  push  though  a  resolution 
which  had  languished  in  committee 
during  previous  sessions.  This  is  an 
important  victory  in  that  it  moves  us 
only  six  states  from  our  goal. 

Rep.  Ed  Willis 
Post  33 
Eagle  River,  Alaska 

Editor's  note:  Smct  Representative 
Willis  wrote,  Connecticut  has  become 
the  33rd  state  passing  the  Flag  memo- 
rializing resolution,  which  was  report- 
ed in  our  August  issue. 

Phony  Bashing 

One  thing  I've  noticed  about  these 
pseudo  vets  ("Phony  GIs"  by  Susan 
Katz  Keating,  June).  They  never  claim 
to  be  what  most  of  us  were:  common 
soldiers.  They  always  claim  to  be 
something  a  bit  larger  than  life  —  a 
scuba-diving  Green  Beret  ninja  Medal 
of  Honor  winning  B-52  pilot.  What  is 


most  ironic  is  that  they  seem  to  envy 
what  many  of  us  consider  to  be  some 
of  the  worst  moments  of  our  lives. 

Irritating  though  they  may  be,  I 
believe  that  these  phony  veterans  are 
more  in  need  of  our  compassion  than 
our  scorn.  There  is  a  neediness  and,  in 
some  cases,  a  hollowness  at  the  core 
of  their  lives  that  they  fill  with  fiction. 
We  should  concentrate  on  their  pain 
rather  than  our  outrage.  After  all,  we 
know  who  we  are. 

John  Samuel  Tieman 
St.  Charles,  Mo. 

Because  I  live  near  a  military  base, 
I  thought  that  childish  game  only 
existed  here.  How  wrong  I  was.  But  I 
am  relieved  to  learn  that  these  phony 
baloney  combat  veterans  are  plying 
their  lies  in  other  places  and  are  not 
concentrated  in  my  little  town. 

Joel  D.  Montoya 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

The  article  is  dead  on  center  and 
long  over  due. 

Francis  M.  Grisler 
St.  Genevieve,  Mo. 


WE  WANT  YOUR 
OPiNiONS 

You  can  call  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  magazine  at: 

(314)  474-7474 

and  record  your  opinions  and  listen 
to  opinions  of  others.  A  magazine 
editor  will  listen  to  your  message. 
Callers'  opinions  are  considered  for 
pubUcation  and  receive  a  □  symbol 
when  published. 

Or  you  can  write  to: 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  magazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  maga- 
zine welcomes  letters  to  the  editor 
concerning  articles  that  appear  in 
the  publication.  Short  letters  are 
more  likely  to  be  pubUshed,  and  all 
letters  are  subject  to  editing  for 
clarity  and  brevity.  Volume 
precludes  individual  acknowledg- 
ments of  comments  on  editorial 
content. 


Ban  On  Homosexuals 

I  commend  Ronald  Ray  on  a  fine 
article  ("Gays  in  the  Military:  A  Ques- 
tion of  Health,"  June).  Ray's  article 
gives  us  proof  that  homosexuality 
would  be  a  detriment  to  the  military. 

Keith  Schinnerer 
Sand  Springs,  Okla. 

Ray's  article  was  also  well-docu- 
mented. Thanks. 

H.  Phillip  Carlson 
Moreno  Valley,  Calif. 

I  object  to  Ray's  portrayal  of  both 
heterosexuals  and  homosexuals.  He 
depicts  homosexuals  as  demons  and 
heterosexuals  as  angels.  Neither  is 
true.  I  am  the  father  of  seven.  If  any 
want  to  join  the  mihtary,  I  will  support 
their  decision  whether  the  ban  is  lifted 
or  not. 

To  say  "homosexuals  should  be 
barred  from  serving  with  America's 
sons  and  daughters"  is  elevating  het- 
erosexuals to  some  kind  of  celestial 
platform.  What  bunk!  During  my  four 
years  of  service  in  the  North  Atlantic 
and  Mediterranean,  I  can  tell  you  first- 
hand that  lots  of  sailors  seeking  prosti- 
tutes came  back  with  all  kinds  of  sex- 
ually transmitted  diseases  because  of 
acts  Ray  says  only  homosexuals 
engage  in. 

I  don't  think  gays  should  be  dis- 
criminated against,  bashed,  ridiculed 
or  persecuted.  Homosexuals  and  les- 
bians are  America's  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, too. 

Frank  J.  Wojnarowski 
Philadelphia 

I  was  on  the  USS  Lexington  for 
four  years.  I  hitchhiked  from  Seattle 
to  Eugene,  Ore.,  and  have  been  picked 
up  by  gays,  and  they  tried  everything 
they  could  to  get  me  to  go  to  their  par- 
ties. The  same  way  when  I  was  in  San 
Diego.  There  were  gays  trying  to  get 
men  in  uniform  to  their  parties.  So,  I 
do  not  believe  there  should  be  gays  in 
the  military. 

ViDick  Olson 
Troy,  Idaho 

I  urge  you  to  continue  your  expose 
of  the  homosexual  community  and 
resist  gays  in  the  military.  The  Ameri- 
Please  turn  to  page  64 
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It's  leWTerfect! 
A  world  premiere  offering,  ; 
,  authorized  and  fully 
authenticated  by  Milton  Bradley  Comp< 

It's  the  last  word  in  luxury— and  pleasure.  The 
premiere  of  the  ultimate  edition  of  SCRABBLE®  Brand 
Crossword  Game.  And  it's  got  everything!  : 
All  100  individual  letters,  minted  \nlo  ingots  and  ! 
accented  with  24  Icarat  goid.  Hardwood  tile  racks| 
with  golden  end  caps.  A  velvet  drawstring  bag  for 
mixing  letters!  Twice  as  many  scoring  sheets!  And  a 


ORDER  FORM  Please  mall  by 

The  Franklin  Mint  September 30, 1993. 

Franklin  Center,  PA  19091-0001 
YES!  Please  enter  my  order  for  SCRABBLE'^  The  Classic 
Collector's  Edition,  authorized  and  authenticated  by  Milton 
Bradley  Company  and  dramatically  accented  with  24  karat 
gold. 

I  need  send  no  money  now.  The  complete  set  will  be 
specially  imported  and  sent  to  me  in  a  single  shipment.  I  will 
be  billed  for  my  deposit  of  $37.*  prior  to  shipment,  and  for 
the  balance  in  14  equal  monthly  installments  of  $37.*  each, 
after  shipment.  'Plus  my  state  sales  tax. 


Richly  polished  letters  and  point  values 
stand  out  boldly  against  frosted  back- 
grounds of  24  karat  gold. 


The  Second  Edition  of  Ttte  Official 
SCRABBLE^  Player's  Dictionary  is 
provided  at  no  additional  charge. 


Telephone  #  (_ 


I1525-8BNK-104 


All  100  letter  tiles  individually  minted  and  lavishly  embellished  with  24  karat  ^old. 


Commander's  message 


MAKING  THE  RIGHT  THINGS 
HAPPEN  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


DN  VIEW  of  The  American 
Legion's  successes  this  year,  I 
find  myself  tempted  to  talk 
about  the  past: 
Our  efforts  to  keep  the  VA 
medical  system  strong;  our 
push  to  resolve  the 
POW/MIA  issue  and  help 
their  families;  our  drives  to 
protect  the  U.S.  Flag  and  to  help  chil- 
dren and  youth;  and  our  mission  to  toll 
the  bells  of  caution  as  America's  mili- 
tary forces  begin  to  ring  hollow. 

But  in  this,  my  last  message,  I  want 
to  talk  about  the  future.  As  former  Sen- 
ate Chaplain  Peter  Marshall  once  said 
in  prayer,  "Let  us  not  be  content  to  wait 
and  see  what  will  happen,  but  give  us 
the  determination  to  make  the  right 
things  happen." 

Legionnaires,  we  must  continue  to 
have  that  determination.  We  must  con- 
tinue to  make  the  right  things  happen 
for  veterans  and  their  families.  We 
have  always  done  this  consistently  and 
successfully. 

We  now,  however,  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  our  forces  even  stronger. 

Working  to  serve  you  at  our  national 
headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  at  our 
Washington  Office,  and  in  our  58 
Departments,  there  are  many  genera- 
tions of  veterans:  World  War  I,  World 
War  II,  Korea,  Vietnam,  Lebanon, 
Grenada,  Panama,  and  Gulf  War.  It's 
wonderful  to  see  such  a  wealth  of  expe- 
rience channeled  into  one  force  fighting 
for  veterans. 

I  have  seen  the  same  thing  at  many 
of  our  16,000  Posts  across  the  country, 
but  I  want  every  single  Post,  from 
Kodiak,  Ala.  to  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  to 
strive  for  this  multi-generation  team- 
work. 

What  I'm  saying  is  that  World  War 
II,  Korea  and  Vietnam  veterans  must 
share  their  experience  with  veterans  of 
Lebanon,  Grenada,  Panama  and  the 
Gulf  War.  Our  Preamble  is  but  an 
index  to  our  responsibilities. 

Older  Legionnaires  carry  in  their 


National  Cmdr.  Roger  A.  Munson 


heads  the  "hows"  and  the  "whys"  that 
created  the  Legion  as  well  as  the 
"hows"  and  "whys"  that  keep  it  going. 
New  generations  of  veterans  need  to  be 
taught  these  unwritten  lessons,  and  they 
shouldn't  have  to  rediscover  what 
many  years  of  Legion  experience  has 
already  uncovered. 

My  47  years  in  the  Legion  will  not 
go  to  the  waste  basket  of  history,  and 
neither  should  yours.  I  hope  you  will 
join  me  in  bringing  new  generations  of 
veterans  into  The  American  Legion. 

AS  WE  EMBARK  on  our  75th  year, 
we  have  a  responsibility  to  pass  the 
torch  of  Legion  leadership  one  step 
at  a  time  — not  so  fast  that  Legion  lead- 
ership is  not  earned,  but  not  so  slow 
that  the  next  generation  feels  frustrated. 

We've  made  a  good  beginning,  but 
there  is  a  long  way  to  go.  Balancing  the 
wants  of  both  the  defenders  of  the  old 
and  the  supporters  of  the  new  will  take 
time  and  hard  work.  But  we  will  do  it. 
We  must. 

Other  challenges  lie  ahead  also. 
•  The  end  of  the  Cold  War  has 


caused  many  to  question  the  need  for 
the  nation-building  functions  of  The 
American  Legion:  national  security, 
veterans  affairs  and  rehabilitation,  and 
Americanism.  But  maintaining  peace 
requires  these  forces  as  much  as  does 
making  war. 

As  former  Secretary  of  State  John 
Foster  Dulles  once  said:  "Peace  will 
never  be  won  if  men  reserve  for  war 
their  greatest  efforts.  Peace,  too, 
requires  well-directed  and  sustained 
sacrificial  endeavor." 

It  is  nonetheless  difficult  to  con- 
vince many  in  Congress  that  taking 
care  of  veterans  is  as  important  in 
peace  as  it  is  in  war.  It's  too  easy  to  for- 
get the  sacrifices  that  veterans  are 
asked  to  make  when  the  guns  are  silent. 

•  When  the  crackle  of  gunfire  and 
the  deafening  blasts  of  artillery  awaken 
the  conscience  of  Congress,  it  may  be 
too  late  to  field  an  effective  fighting 
force.  The  world  is  not  a  safe  place  for 
a  toothless  tiger,  but  that  is  what  we 
may  become. 

The  downsizing  of  our  military  is 
underway  and  it  is  hurting  manpower 
and  weapons  assets.  The  Legion  is  try- 
ing to  get  Congress  to  hold  the  line  on 
defense  cuts. 

•  And  this  year,  the  voices  of  the 
Legion  helped  get  a  $1  billion  increase 
for  the  VA  medical  care  budget  —  a 
success  I  am  proud  of  But  because  this 
only  permits  a  status  quo,  our  challenge 
is  —  still  —  to  obtain  VA  access  for  all 
veterans. 

We  can't  stand  still.  I  began  my 
term  as  your  National  Commander  by 
urging  you  not  to  stand  still.  And  I 
want  to  end  my  year  by  thanking  you 
for  listening. 

On  behalf  of  my  wife,  Jane,  and  my 
family,  thank  you  for  making  this  a 
successful  year.  Thank  you  for  making 
the  Legion  a  part  of  your  community's 
life.  And  thank  you  for  allowing  me  the 
privilege  of  serving  as  your  National 
Commander.  God  bless  you.  And  God 
bless  America.  □ 
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We  have  seen 
the  future  and  are 
prepared  to  meet  it, 
side  on. 


The  1993  Buick 
Roadmaster  Sedan 

meets  the  1997 
federal  side-impact 

standard— four 
years  in  advance. 

By  1997,  all  automobiles  will 
be  required  to  meet  a  new 
federal  safety  standard  for 
side-impact  collisions.  But  you 
don't  have  to  wait  four  years  to 
have  the  assurance  of  a  safer 
automobile.  You  can  have  it 
now. 

Safety 

The  1993  Buick  Roadmaster 
Sedan  meets  the  1997  federal 


safety  standard  today, 
four  years  in  advance. 
With  a  standard  driver 
air  bag,  anti-lock 
brakes  and  a  full- 
perimeter  frame,  the 
Roadmaster  Sedan  is 
a  very  safe  car  to  drive. 


Luxury 


Safety  isn't  the  only 
impressive  feature  on  this 
luxury  automobile.  With 
its  patented  DynaRide® 
suspension  system,  the 
Roadmaster  Sedan  can  handle 


the  road  with  comfort,  style  and 
elegance. 

Commitment 

Buick  is  committed  to 
producing  a  safer  luxury 
automobile.  So  to  see  what  the 
future  has  to  offer,  take  a  test 
drive  at  your  local  Buick  dealer 
today. 


Freeze  frame  of  actual  side-impact  safety  test 

Or  call  l-800-4A-Buick  for 
more  details  and  information. 
The  future  is  only  a  test  drive 
away. 


BUICK 

The  New  Symbol  For  Quality 
In  America. 


1993  Roadmaster  Umited  Sedan 


r^nd]®  ©1993  GM  Corp.  All  rights  reserved. 

1  —  I    Roadmaster  is  a  registered  trademark  of  GM  Corp. 

Buckle  up.  America! 


Big  issues 


SHOULD  THE  UNITED  STATES 
LIFT  THE  30-YEAR  TRADE 
EMBARGO  ON 


Rep.  Charles  B.  Rangel,  (D-New  York) 


YES 


It's  time  to  end  the  30- 
year  trade  embargo  with 
Cuba.  My  bill,  the  Free 
Trade  with  Cuba  Act,  would  remove  all 
restrictions  on  trade  and  investments, 
travel  and  communications  with  Cuba, 
preserving  the  President's  authority  to 
reimpose  the  ban  on  national  security 
items. 

The  bill  would  also  lift  the  controversial  embargo  on  trade 
with  Cuba  by  foreign  subsidiaries  of  U.S.  companies  and 
clear  the  way  for  unrestricted  sale  and  donation  of  foods  and 
pharmaceuticals.  Finally,  the  bill  would  urge  the  President  to 
enter  negotiations  with  Cuba  to  settle  claims  of  U.S.  compa- 
nies (nearly  $2  billion),  as  well  as  to  secure  protection  of 
internationally  recognized  human  rights. 

With  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  its  military  and 
economic  sponsor,  Cuba  poses  no  threat  to  the  United  States. 
Instead,  American  business  is  stymied  while  our  competitors 
are  laying  the  groundwork  for  what  many  experts  see  as  the 
beginning  of  Cuba's  gradual,  but  inevitable,  transformation 
to  a  free-enterprise  system. 

It's  time  to  open  Cuba's  $6  billion  market  to  U.S.  busi- 
ness, already  losing  some  $2  billion  in  exports  this  year 
alone.  A  potential  $400  million  in  grain  sales,  $90  million  in 
medical  supplies,  $100  million  in  fertilizers  and  pesticides, 
and  $40  million  in  telephone  equipment  are  among  the  annu- 
al losses  projected  by  a  study  by  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

Foreign  subsidiaries  of  U.S.  companies  will  also  be 
allowed  to  resume  business  with  Cuba.  The  U.S.  ban  on  such 
trade  enacted  last  year  is  deeply  resented  by  our  allies  and 
condemned  by  the  United  Nations  as  an  attempt  to  impose 
our  foreign  policy  on  Cuban  soil.  This  provision  will  cost 
American-owned  companies  nearly  $1  billion  in  sales  this 
year.  Most  favored  nation  status  would  be  withheld  as  would 
participation  on  the  Caribbean  Initiative. 

We  must  continue  to  condemn  violations  of  human  rights 
and  prod  the  Cuban  government  to  liberalize,  much  as  we  do 
with  China,  Guatemala  and  Syria.  But  we  must  cease  punish- 
ing the  Cuban  people  out  of  dislike  for  their  government. 

The  irony  and  danger  of  our  continued  pohcy  of  isolating 
Cuba  should  not  be  missed.  It  puts  us  —  rather  than  them  — 
at  odds  with  the  rest  of  the 
world.  And  in  the  event  of 
total  collapse  or  violent 
upheaval  in  Cuba,  we,  who 
tried  hardest  to  provoke  it, 
will  become  hosts  to  the 
fleeing  refugees.  □ 


YOUR  OPINIONS  COUNT,  TOO 

Senators  and  congressmen  are  interested  in  constituent  view- 
points. You  may  express  your  views  by  writing  The  Honorable 
(name),  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC  20510,  or  The  Honorable 
(name),  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  DC  20515. 


Rep.  Robert  G.  Torricelli  (D-New  Jersey) 


The  impact  of  the  Cuban 
1^  Democracy  Act  (CDA), 

*  ^  since  it  was  signed  into 

law  by  President  Bush,  demonstrates 
why  we  were  correct  in  proposing  a  pol- 
icy of  toughness  toward  Castro  and  sup- 
port for  the  Cuban  people  in  the  original 
bill. 

First,  the  features  of  the  CDA  that 
has  had  the  most  economic  impact  on  Cuba  are  its  two 
shipping  provisions.  These  provisions,  which  have  the 
effect  of  forcing  shippers  doing  business  with  Cuba  to 
exclude  odier  ports  of  call  on  their  way  to  or  from  Cuba, 
have  significantly  raised  the  cost  of  transportation  to  Cuba. 

Second,  the  Mack  amendment  provision  of  the  bill,  pro- 
hibiting third  country  U.S.  subsidiary  trade  with  Cuba,  has 
also  had  a  significant  impact.  Before  the  CDA,  Cuba  was 
seeking  more  and  more  goods  from  U.S.  subsidiaries  over- 
seas. Thus,  with  no  change  in  the  Castro  regime's  behavior 
toward  its  own  people,  the  U.S.  embargo  against  Cuba  was 
being  gradually  eroded. 

Most  of  the  items  purchased  from  U.S.  subsidiaries 
were  highly  fungible  goods,  available  from  many  sources. 
Castro's  claim,  therefore,  that  the  subsidiary  ban  is  respon- 
sible for  shortages  in  Cuba  is  nonsense. 

Third,  despite  the  arguments  of  many,  steps  to  open  up 
communications  with  Cuba  were  made  more  politically 
viable  by  the  CDA.  The  CDA  exempts  trade  in  telecom- 
munications services  from  the  subsidiary  ban.  U.S.  compa- 
nies have  responded  enthusiastically  to  this  change  in  the 
policy  and  politics  of  telecommunications  services. 

Another  change  promoted  by  the  bill  has  been  a  signifi- 
cant increase  in  donations  of  food  and  medicine  to  Cuba. 
Although  technically  legal  for  some  time,  such  donations 
were  discouraged  by  policymakers  and  few  occurred.  Now 
both  Democrats  and  Republicans  agree  on  the  importance 
of  humanitarian  support  for  the  Cuban  people,  and  the 
amount  of  goods  flowing  to  Cuba  is  increasing. 

Time  is  running  out  on  the  Castro  dictatorship.  It  is  the 
Cuban  people  themselves  who  will  undertake  the  burdens 
necessary  to  bring  about  this  change.  But  for  the  sake  of 
the  Cuban  people  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  United 
States,  we  must  work 
harder  than  ever  to 
encourage  as  rapid  and 
peaceful  a  transition  as 
possible  in  Cuba.  The 
Cuban  Democracy  Act 
makes  our  task  easier.  □ 
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"THE  MOST  INCREDIBLE  SHEARS 
EVER  INVENTED!" 


Unlike  ordinary  shears,  Power  Cutters  tm  have 
a  unique  ratchet  action  that  incredibly  intensi- 
fies the  cutting  force  to  super  human  levels! 


With  just  the  lightest  squeeze  of  the  handles, 
you'll  slice  through  even  the  toughest  objects! 
(Marine  rope  demonstrated  above). 


Even  wood  molding  which  normally  needs  a 
hand  saw  to  cut,  can  be  shaped  to  your  desire 
neatly  and  easily  with  Power  Cutters  tm. 


Pruning  is  usually  a  real  chore  and  can  make 
your  hands  sore  and  tired.  With  Power  Cut- 
ters tm,  you'll  slice  through  the  thickest 
branches  like  butter! 


The  razor  sharp,  teflon  coated  blade  assures  a 
crisp,  clean  cut  recommended  by  gardening 
experts  for  healthy  plants  and  trees! 


Unbelievable  Offer! 

Incredible  Super  Shears  have  been  sold  by  the  thousands  on  national 
TV  by  others  for  $1 2.98  per  pair.  But  now,  as  part  of  a  nationwide  pub- 
licity blitz  by  TeleBrands™,  you  can  have  our  amazing  ratchet  action 
Power  Cutters™  for  the  unbelievable  price  of  just  $5! 

Cut  Through  The  Thickest  Branches  Like  Butter! 

The  secret  is  in  the  exclusive  ratchet  action.  Every  time  you  squeeze 
the  handles,  the  ratchet  automatically  increases  the  torque  giving  Power 
Cutters™  unbelievable  cutting  power!  Combine  that  with  the  razor 
sharp,  teflon  coated  blade  and  you've  got  a  tool  that  is  so  powerful  that 
even  the  most  delicate  hands  will  cut  through  thick  branches  with  ease! 


Unbeatable  Quality! 

Every  pair  of  Power  Cutters™  is 
constructed  only  of  fine  durable 
materials  and  has  been  thoroughly 
inspected  prior  to  shipment  to 
assure  years  of  satisfactory  per- 
formance. In  fact,  we're  so  proud 
of  this  product  that  we're  offering  a 
5  year  money  back  guarantee  if 
you're  not  completely  satisfied! 

Limited  Offer! 

You  must  respond  before  the 
date  below  to  qualify  for  this  offer. 
There  is  a  strict  limit  of  two  (2)  pairs 
per  address  at  this  price,  but  those 
who  respond  early  enough  (Oct- 
1 5)  may  request  up  to  five.  Orders 
from  wholesalers  or  dealers  will 
NOT  be  accepted. 
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«  7993,  (2624). 


RESPOND  BEFORE  OCTOBER  15TH!~I 

wr  Q  I  Please  rush  me  the  following  pair(s) 
TCO!  of  Power  Cutters  TM. 

□  One  Power  CutterTM  for  just  $5 
plus  $2.50  P&H. 

□  SAVE!  Two  for  just  $9  plus  $3  P&H. 

□  SUPER  SAVER!  Three  for  just  $13 
plus  $4  P&H. 

□  BEST  DEAL!  Five  for  just  $20  plus  $5  P&H. 

Total  Enclosed  $  .  VA  res.  add  sales  tax. 

Payment  method:  (Check  one) 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  □  Visa  □  M/C 

□  Amex  □  Discover  □  Diners  □  Carte  Blanch 
Card#   


Expire  Date . 
Name   


Address  

Apt.  City 

State   

Zip  


Allow  up  to  60  days  for  shipment. 


TeleBrands,  Dept.  PK  5236 
[^ne  American  Way,  Roanoke,  VA  24016  j 
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ATF  To  Go 

After  all  the  investigations  of  the 
Waco  tragedy  are  done,  there  is  a  good 
chance  that  the  controversial  Bureau  of 
Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and  Firearms 
(ATF)  will  be  closed  down.  Rival 
agencies  have  always  coveted  ATF's 
responsibilities,  and  the  administration 
is  expected  to  seek  legislation  transfer- 
ring ATF  people  to  the  Secret  Service 
and  Customs,  a  move  that  could  save 
$16  million  a  year. 

Powell  In  Demand 

One  of  the  hottest  commercial  prop- 
erties this  fall  could  very  well  be  Army 
Gen.  CoUn  Powell,  retiring  chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs.  Negotiations  are  under- 
way for  a  movie  version  of  his  biogra- 
phy, Sacred  Honor.  Powell,  who  retires 
Sept.  30,  will  also  hit  the  speaking  trail, 
earning  a  reported  $60,000  per  speech. 

Senators  In  Trouble 

Conservatives  are  predicting  a  pri- 
mary challenge  to  one  of  their  own  — 
Utah  Republican  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch, 
who  is  up  for  re-election  next  year. 

Usually  a  reliable  conservative 
voice.  Hatch  has  surprised  observers 
by  approving  many  of  the  Clinton 
administration's  liberal  appointments, 
most  notably  Sheldon  Hackney,  a 
friend  of  the  First  Lady  who  was 
tapped  as  chairman  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities. 

One  critic  charges  that  Hatch 
"doesn't  want  to  offend  anybody  close 
to  the  Clintons,  or  close  to  the  Justice 
Department"  because  of  his  ties  to  the 
crime-riddled  Bank  of  Credit  and 
Commerce  International  (BCCI). 
According  to  the  critic.  Hatch  is  reluc- 
tant to  challenge  anyone  in  a  position 
to  influence  a  case  against  him.  Hatch 
has  acknowledged  contacts  with  BCCI 
officials,  and  he  publicly  defended  a 
BCCI  plea  agreement  in  a  drug 
money-laundering  indictment.  But  he 
denies  any  impropriety  or  going  soft 
on  the  administration. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  Democratic  side 
of  the  aisle,  Carol  Moseley-Braun,  the 
first  black  woman  in  the  Senate,  is 
being  accused  of  having  controversial 
foreign  links. 

An  expensive  post-election  trip  to 
South  Africa  landed  her  in  hot  water 

Washington-based  Cliff  Kincaid 
writes  for  Human  Events  and  other 
publications. 


^ATCH 


By  Cliff  Kincaid 


with  the  press,  which  questioned  the 
cost  and  financial  arrangements.  Then 
it  was  learned  that  her  fiance  and  for- 
mer campaign  manager,  Kgosie 
Matthews,  is  a  political  operative  with 
strong  family  ties  to  the  African 
National  Congress  (ANC),  the  black 
group  poised  to  take  power  in  South 
Africa.  Matthews,  now  a  Washington 
consultant,  is  a  native  of  South  Africa. 
His  grandfather  and  father  were  promi- 
nent ANC  leaders. 

These  political  connections  leave 
Mosely-Braun  open  to  conflict-of- 
interest  charges  if  the  senator  proceeds 
with  reported  plans  to  offer  a  massive 
aid  package  for  South  Africa.  Her 
office  had  no  comment. 

NAFTA  and  Drugs 

Labor  and  environmental  objections 
to  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA)  are  being  over- 
ridden by  concerns  about  illegal  drugs, 
which  we  predicted  in  this  column  in 
March.  A  bipartisan  group  of  House 
members,  led  by  Marcy  Kaptur  of 
Ohio  and  Helen  Delich  Bentley  of 
Maryland,  is  demanding  that  the  treaty 
be  rewritten  to  guard  against  an 
increase  in  drug  smuggling  across  the 
Mexican-U.S.  border. 

The  controversy  surfaced  when  The 
New  York  Times  cited  an  intelligence 


document  reporting  that  Mexican  drug 
smugglers  are  buying  factories,  ware- 
houses and  trucks  to  facilitate  drug 
trafficking  across  the  U.S.  border  if  the 
treaty  goes  through. 

The  fear  is  that  under  NAFTA 
reduced  border  checks  would  let  Mexi- 
can truckers  drive  their  uninspected 
rigs  throughout  America. 

NAFTA  opponents  say  treaty  nego- 
tiators "committed  an  appalling  over- 
sight" when  they  neglected  even  to 
discuss  the  illegal  drug  trade.  NAFTA 
defenders  call  the  issue  a  red  herring, 
insisting  that  the  increase  in  drugs 
would  be  negligible. 

Bradley  Vs.  China 

New  Jersey  Sen.  Bill  Bradley's 
effort  to  deny  China  the  Summer 
Olympics  in  2000  has  put  the  adminis- 
tration in  a  very  uncomfortable  and 
embarrassing  position.  Bradley,  an 
Olympic  basketball  gold  medalist, 
announced  his  opposition  to  China's 
bid  after  the  administration  extended 
the  communist  country's  Most 
Favored  Nation  (MFN)  trade  status. 
The  International  Olympic  Committee 
(IOC)  denounced  Bradley's  move, 
saying  it  made  no  sense  to  deny  China 
access  to  sports,  but  not  trade. 

The  administration's  trade  action, 
which  continued  the  policy  of  the 
Bush  administration,  was  attacked  as  a 
violation  of  President  Clinton's  cam- 
paign promise  not  to  seek  MFN  status 
without  first  seeking  improvements  in 
China's  human  rights  record. 

Bradley  said  the  evidence  is  over- 
whelming that  China  continues  to 
imprison  and  torture  dissidents.  The 
IOC  will  announce  the  host  site  of  the 
2000  games  this  month. 

TV  Violence  Backlash 

The  television  industry's  decision 
to  use  advisories  and  ratings  on  violent 
shows  is  being  denounced  as  a  sham. 
Critics  note  that  the  so-called  Advance 
Parental  Advisory  Plan  does  nothing  to 
reduce  the  level  of  violence  on  televi- 
sion, and  it  does  not  apply  to  syndicat- 
ed programs  or  childrens'  cartoons. 

Expect  some  members  of  Congress 
to  proceed  with  legislation  mandating 
what  programmers  can  show.  Jack 
Valenti,  president  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Association,  is  hoping  to  avert 
legislation  by  holding  meetings  with 
movie  and  television  producers  to  seek 
a  reduction  in  "overt  violence."  □ 
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Vor  every  collector,  proud  American  and  Gl  ]oe 


Warn 

mo  DoUar  Co 


Minted  front  Brass  Alloy 
Cqtitaining  Aulltetitic 
^WW'U  Shell  Casings! 


IWOJIMA.  „ 

most  inspiring  symbol  from  the  greatest 
victory  in  our  nation's  histor)'.  Now,  in  a 
proud  50th  anniversar)'  tribute  to  the  U.S. 
soldiers  who  defended  our  liberty  against  the 
forces  of  tyranny,  you  can  acquire  the  $10 
Dollar  Iwo  Jima  Commemorative  Coin  for 
just  $10! 

Of  great  historic  importance,  this 
GIANT  commemorative  is  the  world's  first 
coin  minted  in  SOLID  brass-  each  one 
containing  a  precious  small  portion  of 
recovered  WW  II  shell  casings!  Measuring  a 
full  44  mm,  ifs  much  larger  than  a  U.S.  Silver 
Dollar  and  ifs  authorized  under  the  authority 
of  the  Hutt  River  Province,  an  independent 
principality  located  in  Western  Australia. 
Designed  by  America's  famous 
military  artist,  Hal  Reed,  this  $10  Dollar 
commemorative  coin  -  minted  in  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  condition  -  will  be  an  instant 
classic  for  it  makes  history  come  alive  as 
never  before.  In  its  blazing  luster  and  giant 
size,  you'll  feel  a  surge  of  pride  as  the  Stars  & 
Stripes  rise  again  to  take  the  day! 


THIS  GIANT  $10  DOLLAR 
COMMEMORATIVE... 

As  the  world's  first  coin  containing  genuine 
WW  II  shell  brass,  the  Iwo  Jima  $10  dollar 
coin  will  always  be  popular,  always  in 
demand. 

Plus,  it  comes  with  a  vinyl  sleeve  to  protect 
your  coin  from  dust  and  scratches,  an 
exciting  historical  stor)'  card  and  Certificate 
of  Authenticit)'  -  all  at  no  additional  charge! 
At  only  $10  per  coin,  it's  priced  within 
reach  of  ever)'  collector,  proud  American, 
and  G.I.  Joe! 

Act  fast  today  -  This  GIANT  $10  Dollar 
coin  is  a  one-time-only  World  War  II  50th 
Anniversary  issue.  If  for  any  reason,  you're 
not  proud  to  own  it,  just  return  it  within  30 
days  for  a  complete  refund  -  no  questions 
asked. 

Relive  the  greatest  victory  in  our  nation's 
history!  Order  up  to  five  coins  today  -  for 
yourself  your  ft-iends,  for  future  generations 
of  your  family  who  will  forever  prize  this 
vivid,  historic  reminder  of  our  greatest 
struggle  and  final  triumph! 


CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-552-6467  (ext.  WlOl) 


OmClAL  ORDER  FORM 

□  YES!  Please  accept  my  order  for  (Qt)')  (Limit  5)  Giant  World 

War  II  Coin(s)  at  only  $10  each  plus  S2  p&h  per  coin.  Orders  for  the  Limit 
of  5  coins  shipped  postpaid.  SAVE  $10!  A  Custom  Display,  Surrender 
Documents,  and  Certificdte  of  Authenticit)'  are  included. 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  OR  CHARGED  $  

□  CHECK  ENCLOSED  payable  to  Worid  Coin  Center 

□  CREDHCARD        □    VISA    □     MC      □  DISCOVER 

□  AMEX         Lxp  / 

Card  No  — 

Signature   

Telephone  (  I   

Print  Name  


Address. 
City  


State  . 


,Zip_ 


Mail  to: 

WORLD  COIN  CENTER 

Old  Los  Angeles  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
409  West  Olympic  Blvd,  DeptWlOl 
Los  Angeles.'CA  90015 
SATISFAaiON  GUARANTEED!      No  dealers,  please.        ©  1993,  CC^J 


FREE!  m^ll  SURRENDER  DOCUMENTS! 

Just  for  examining  the  WWW  Commemorative,  you  w\W  receive,  absolutely  free,  actual  surrender 
documents  of  Japan  &  Germany,  reproduced  from  the  National  Archives  in  Washington  DC! 
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Roads  To  Remembrance 


IN  MEMORY— Gulf 
War  veteran  Pamela 
Brashear  of  Post 
Turlock,  Calif., 
honors  her  father,  a 
Korean  War  MIA,  at 

San  Joaquin 
National  Cemetery. 


America  will  never  forget  its  POW/MIAs 
and  their  families  because  of  the  work 
being  done  by  these  Legionnaires. 


HILE  THE  true  stories 
of  America's  Vietnam 
War  POW/MIAs  may 
be  buried  forever 
along  the  infamous  Ho 
Chi  Minh  Trail,  there 
is  a  road  in  Florida  that 
is  keeping  their  memo- 
ry "alive:  Interstate 
Highway  USl-A-1. 

From  Key  West  to  the  Georgia  bor- 
der, USl-A-1  is  known  as  POW's  & 
MIA 's  Memorial  Highway.  And  if 
Legionnaire  Jose  N.  Proenza-Sanfiel 
has  his  way,  interconnecting  Interstates 
across  the  country  —  at  least  one  in 
each  state  — will  be  renamed  in  honor 
of  America's  missing  GIs. 

More  than  80,000  Americans  are 
still  listed  as  unaccounted  for:  over 
2,000  from  the  Vietnam  War;  more 
than  8,000  from  Korea;  and  over 
70,000  from  Worid  War  II. 

"These  Interstates,  as  strong  Ameri- 


can veins,  would  crisscross  at  the  imag- 
inary heart  of  America,  indicating  to 
anyone  who  can  read  a  map  that  Amer- 
ica —  as  a  nation  —  has  not  forgotten 
our  POWs  or  MIAs,"  says  Proenza- 
Sanfiel,  a  Vietnam-era  Marine  Corps 
veteran. 

Proenza-Sanfiel  is  the  driving  force 
behind  POW's  &  MIA's  Project  Inter- 
state. His  idea  calls  for  each  state  to 
select  one  or  more  of  its  interstate  high- 
ways to  receive  the  name  POW's  & 
MIA 's  Memorial  Highway,  as  has  been 
done  in  Florida.  Senate  bill  S.900, 
endorses  his  plan. 

Renaming  Interstates  for  U.S. 
POW/MIAs  is  only  one  of  the  ways 
Legionnaires  across  the  country  are 
paying  tribute  to  the  missing. 

According  to  Joseph  English,  the 
New  Jersey  Department  Commander, 
The  American  Legion  succeeded  in 
getting  a  law  passed  that  requires  all 
state,  county  and  municipal  buildings  in 


New  Jersey  to  fly  the  POW/MIA  Flag. 

Legionnaire  Pamela  Brashear  of 
Post  88,  Turlock,  Calif.,  also  has 
focused  attention  on  the  POW/MIA 
issue  in  her  state.  Last  year,  she  started 
an  annual  POW/MIA  recognition  cere- 
mony at  San  Joaquin  Cemetery  in 
Santa  Nella,  a  national  cemetery  run  by 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

"When  you  have  a  family  member 
who  is  missing  in  action... you  don't 
want  to  say  their  name  because  it  hurts 
too  much...  every  body  hides  from  what 
happened,"  explains  Brashear,  whose 
father  has  been  listed  as 
a  Korean  War  MIA 
since  1951. 

After  returning  from 
military  duty  as  an 
Army  Reserve  medic  in 
the  Gulf  War  in  1992, 
Brashear  decided  it  was 
time  to  honor  her  father 
—  Air  Force  Capt. 
James  Doyle  Marshall  —  whose  B-29 
aircraft  went  down  over  the  Sea  of 
Japan  42  years  ago  this  month. 

"I  wanted  a  spot  with  his  name  on  it, 
and  as  I  researched  his  fate  and  came  in 
contact  with  other  POW/MIA  families, 
I  realized  there  was  an  unfulfilled  need 
to  acknowledge  their  loss,"  Brashear 
says. 

Brashear,  with  the  help  of  the  San 
Joaquin  National  Cemetery  Memorial 
Council,  organized  a  special  ceremony 
to  honor  POW/MIAs  at  the  cemetery. 
Later,  she  placed  a  marker  in  her 
father's  name. 

More  than  300  people  attended  last 
year's  ceremony,  during  which  World 
War  II  airplanes  flew  over  the  cemetery 
in  missing-man  formation. 

"This  month,  I  hope  the  event  will 
be  even  bigger  and  I  hope  more  fami- 
lies can  attend  and  proudly  say  the 
names  of  those  who  are  still  missing," 
Brashear  says.  "My  father  is  one  of 
them." 

Legionnaires  who  are  concerned 
about  the  POW/MIA  issue,  like  Bras- 
hear, have  the  full  force  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  behind  them. 

The  Legion's  National  Special 
POW/MIA  Committee,  headed  by  Past 
National  Commander  (PNC)  Robert  S. 
Turner,  continues  to  help  the  Legion 
target  solutions  to  the  plight  of  missing 
servicemen  and  their  families. 

Together  with  the  Legion's  National 
Security  and  Foreign  Relations  com- 
Please  turn  page 
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DEALER  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 

The  Vietnam  Veterans  of  America  present  the 
inspirational  art  print  "Reflections" by  Lee  Teter 
which  gives  visual  definition  to  the  purpose  and 
meaning  that  "The  Wall"  has  for  Americans  - 
not  just  a  list  of  faceless  names,  but  a  place  to 
visit  and  remember  people  we  love,  who  fought 
for  each  other  and  America. 

This  Open  Edition  art  print  with  an  image 
size  of  26"x  19",  is  printed  in  permanent  inks  on 
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collector  quality,  acid-free  paper  to  give  lasting, 
vivid  color. 


All  proceeds  benefit  the  Vietnam  Veterans  of 
America.  The  cost  for  each  art  print  is  $50. 00 
plus  $3.25  shipping  and  handling.  VISA  and 
MasterCard  are  accepted.  Complete  the  response 
card  below  and  enclose  check  or  money  order. 


T-SHIRTS  AVAILABLE  ON  WHITE  $12.00  ea.  (M-XL)  $14.00  ea.  (XXL)  +  2.50  ea.  shipping 

  &  handling 

SWEATSHIRTS  ON  WHITE  $15.00  ea.  (M-XL)  $17.00  ea.  (XXL)  +  3.00  shippmg  &  handling 

Name  

Address  

City  

Quantity  


.State. 


Zip. 


.Phone  (  ). 


Amount  Enclosed. 


□  Check  or  Money  Order 

□  visa  (13or  16digits) 
YOUR  CARD  NUMBER 
 II 


□  MasterCard  (16  digits) 

  Expiration  date 

I    I    I    I    I     I    I    I    I    I    I  I    I    I     I  I 


(Have  you  filled  out  your  credit  card  no.  completely?) 
Signature  
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Vietnam  Veterans  of  America,  Inc 
Chapter  172 

P.O.  Box  276F 
Cumberland,  MD  21501-0276 
Phone  301-777-7001 
FAX  301-777-7041 


Please  allow  4  to  6  weeks  for  delivery. 
Maryland  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 
Non-U.S.  addressees  inquire  about  shipping  rates 


ROAD  WARRIOR — Legionnaire  Jose  Proenza-Sanfiel  is  trying  to  turn  America's 
higtiways  into  living  memorials  to  U.S.  POW/MIAs.  He  has  succeeded  in  Florida, 
but  needs  help  to  make  his  dream  come  true  across  the  United  States. 


missions,  here's  what  Turner's  commit- 
tee has  accompHshed: 

Helping  families.  "For  famiUes  of 
POW/MIAs,  the  Legion  —  as  the  only 
major  veterans'  organization  still  press- 
ing for  a  full  accounting  —  has  become 
a  vital  ally  in  their  struggle  for  the 
truth,"  says  POW/MIA  expert  John  F. 
Sommer  Jr.,  executive  director  of  the 
Legion's  Washington  Office. 

In  testimony  before  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  POW/MIA 
Affairs,  in  closed-door  meetings  with 
Pentagon  officials,  and  in  public 
forums,  The  American  Legion  has 
called  for  the  declassification  of  all 
POW/MIA  information. 

"The  secrecy  must  end,"  adds  PNC 
Turner.  "Many  documents  have  not 
been  released,  and  while  some  say  it's 
because  they  would  endanger  national 
security.  Legionnaires  know  better  than 
that." 

The  Legion  also  helps  families  get 


through  the  Pentagon's  maze  of  paper- 
work and  bureaucracy,  while  giving 
them  access  to  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment's top  officials  through  forums  at 
its  National  Convention  and  Washing- 
ton Conference. 

Fact-finding.  Because  of  the  secre- 
cy surrounding  POW/MIAs,  few 
Americans  trust  the  U.S.  government's 
ability  to  fully  investigate  the  issue. 
During  this  period  of  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, The  American  Legion  has 
stepped  in  to  help  restore  national  cred- 
ibility. 

"We  have  worked  with  private 
forensic  anthropologists  and  other 
experts  to  evaluate  POW/MIA  live- 
sighting  reports  and  other  cases,"  says 
Richard  S.  Christian,  one  of  the 
Legion's  POW/MIA  researchers.  The 
Legion  also  conducted  on-site  POW/ 
MIA  investigations  in  Southeast  Asia 
in  1991  and  1992. 

Tlie  next  war.  In  its  March  1993 
issue,  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  maga- 
zine published  "POW/MIAs:  The  Next 
War."  This  special,  investigative  report 
presented  expert  recommendations  to 
protect  POW/MIAs  in  future  wars  and 
peacekeeping  operations,  and  outlined 
steps  to  help  the  families  of  POW/ 
MIAs. 

A  1993  Legion  poll  concluded  that 
70  percent  of  Legionnaires  polled 
believe  that  the  United  States  "lacks  the 


resolve  to  properly  account  for 
POW/MIAs  in  the  next  war." 

"We're  determined  to  better  protect 
the  men  and  women  who  will  be  sent  to 
fight  a  future  war,"  says  National  Com- 
mander Roger  A.  Munson.  "The  Cold 
War  may  be  over,  but  a  look  at  our 
world  —  Bosnia,  Somalia  and  the  Mid- 
dle East  —  is  a  sure  sign  that  U.S. 
troops  will  be  sent  to  war  again  in  the 
future,"  Munson  says.  "We  must  learn 
from  our  mistakes  (see  box,  left). 

While  most  POW/MIAs  are 
believed  to  be  dead,  the  issue  of  live 
POWs  in  Southeast  Asia  has  not  yet 
been  resolved.  "Based  on  documents 
from  the  former  Soviet  Union,  it  is  pos- 
sible U.S.  POWs  were  kept  after  the 
Vietnam  War  and  are  still  alive," 
Legion  POW/MIA  expert  John  Som- 
mer says. 

Many  Legionnaires,  POW/MIA 
families  and  veterans  remain  hopeful. 
Says  Project  Interstate' s  Proenza-San- 
fiel: "When  our  POW/MIAs  finally 
make  it  home,  I  want  them  to  have 
something  to  look  at  that  says  T  truly 
was  not  forgotten.'" 

For  more  information  on  POW's  & 
MIA's  Project  Interstate,  send  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  to: 
POW's  &  MIA's  Project  Interstate, 
4230  POW's  &  MIA's  Memorial 
Drive,  St.  Cloud,  Fla.  34772-8142. 

By  Miles  Z.  Epstein  □ 


THE  NEXT  WAR 

ACCORDING  to  experts,  these 
nine  steps  can  protect  missing 
GIs  in  the  next  war: 

1.  Let  the  world  know  that 
our  resolve  to  bring  all  Ameri- 
cans home  includes  diplomatic 
sanctions,  economic  embargoes 
and  military  retaliation. 

2.  Establish  rules  of  engage- 
ment for  war  and  peacekeeping 
that  protect  prisoners  and  missing. 

3.  Centralize  intelligence  to 
keep  track  of  those  in  combat, 
captured  and  missing. 

4.  Treat  the  hunt  for  POW/ 
MIAs  as  an  unsolved  crime. 

5.  Offer  asylum  to  foreign  cit- 
izens who  help  recover  POWs. 

6.  End  the  secrecy  on  the 
POW/MIA  issue. 

7.  Set  up  a  group  that  really 
helps  POW/MIA  families. 

8.  Provide  theater  comman- 
ders with  well-trained  and  well- 
equipped  combat  search  and  res- 
cue forces. 

9.  Appoint  a  permanent  presi- 
dential commission  or  congres- 
sionally  approved  government 
board  on  POW/MIAs  to  recom- 
mend, plan  and  monitor. 

— M.Z.E.  □ 
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SHOES  MADE  IN  THE  U.S.A.!!  ONLY  $2247 


GENUINE  LEATHER 
CLASSIC  "BROGUE" 


GENUINE  LEATHER 
HEEL  PAD  FOR 
COMFORT 


GENUINE  LEATHER 
SERVICE  OXFORD 
"U.S.  VETERAN" 


LONG  LASTING 
SLIP  RESISTANT 
'AMBASSADOR"  SOLE 


SPIT-SHINE"  LIKE 
YESTERYEAR 


Value  Priced  at  $22.67  2  Pairs  for  $43.00 


11  w® 

MADE  IN  AMERICA  BY  AMERICAN  WORKERS! 


Outfit  your  entire  group  with  our  "U.S.  Veteran"  for  that  military  look. 


Spirit  Alive  Inc.  makes  it's  shoes  here  in  the  U.S.A.. 
We  don't  use  PRISONERS  or  CHILDREN  in  our 
factory  hke  they  do  in  CHINA  or  KOREA.  We  have 
American  workers  that  take  PRIDE  in  making  a 
quality  product. 

These  oxfords  are  classics  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  Our  fine  AMERICAN  craftsmansliip  sets  us 
apart  from  the  competition  while  the  "Ambassador" 
sole  provides  long  comfortable  wear. 

Men's  sizes  7  through  11 , 12  &  13.  Half  sizes  available 
Widths:  Medium  fits  C  &  D.  Wide  fits  E  &  EE. 
Colors:  Luggage  Brown  and  Black 

Return  within  30  days  if  not  100%  satisfied  for  a  full  refund  of 
purcliase  price,  (less  shipping  and  handling). 

SPIRIT  ALIVE  INC. 

116  Newark  St.  Littlestown,  PA  17340  U.S.A. 

Building  shoes  in  the  U.S.A.  since  1974 


SPIRIT  ALIVE  INC.  Dept  993AL 

116  Newark  St. 

Littlestown,  PA  17340  U.S.A. 

Please  send  me  pairs  of  your  Genuine  Leather  oxfords  for 

just  $22.67  plus  $3.85  shipping  and  handling.  Save!  Buy  2  pairs 
for  just  $43.00  plus  $6.60  shipping  and  handling. 

 pairs  Luggage  Brown  "Brogue"  #1 9981   size  width 

 pairs  Black  "Brogue"  #20981   size  width 

 pairs  Luggage  Brown  "U.S.  Veteran"  #19189  size  width 

 pairs  Black  "U.S.  Veteran"  #201 89   size  width 

PLEASE  ADD  $1 .50  PER  PAIR  FOR  WIDE  WIDTH 

Enclosed  is  $  Signature  
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RETIRING 

C  R  A  I)  U  A  L  L  Y 


CARING— Freda 
Rocker's  firm  let 
her  work  less  as 
she  tended  to  her 
sick  husband. 


Some  companies  help  employees  go  from 
full-time  work  to  retirement  by  offering  flexible 
hours  and  leaves  of  absenoe. 


By  Gordon  Williams 


I"—  REDA  Rocker  was  in  her 

early  60s  in  1989  when 
K.     her  husband,  Harry,  fell  ill 
-  ^  ^  with  cancer.  Harry  needed 
ip-     more  care  than  Freda 
K     could  provide,  working 
P      full-time.  But  the  couple 
needed  all  the  income 
Freda  could  bring  home  as 
an  engineering  assistant  in  the  Boston 
office  of  Aetna  Life  &  Casualty  Co. 

As  it  turned  out,  Freda  was  able  to 
bring  home  a  salary  and  still  spend 
time  with  her  husband.  That's  because 
Aetna  is  one  of  a  growing  number  of 

Gordon  Williams,  a  business  corre- 
spondent for  ABC  News,  is  a  frequent 
contributor  to  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
magazine. 


companies  with  programs  aimed  at 
helping  older  employees  make  the 
transition  from  full-time  work  to 
retirement.  Aetna  calls  its  program 
"graduated  retirement."  It  lets  employ- 
ees nearing  retirement  cut  back  their 
working  hours,  for  whatever  reason 
they  choose. 

"The  employee  may  want  to  test 
out  retirement,"  says  Sherry  Herchen- 
roether,  manager  of  family  services  at 
Aetna.  "Maybe  the  employee's  health 
is  not  as  good  as  it  had  been  once,  or 
perhaps  there  is  a  spouse  who  is  not 
well."  Whatever  the  reason  for  taking 
graduated  retirement,  the  program 
gives  employees  a  transition  phase 
between  work  and  retirement.  Aetna, 
in  turn,  uses  the  transition  period  to 
ensure  the  older  worker  trains  his  or 
her  replacement. 

Graduated  retirement,  for  example, 
allowed  Freda  Rocker  to  leave  work  at 


3  p.m.  every  day  —  an  hour-and-a- 
half  earlier  than  usual.  That  got  her 
home  before  the  housekeeper  left,  so 
she  could  take  over  Harry's  care. 

Although  losing  part  of  her  salary 
made  things  tight  financially  for  the 
Rockers,  Freda  points  out,  "If  I  had  to 
work  full-time  and  care  for  my  hus- 
band, it  would  have  been  very  hard." 

Harry  Rocker  died  in  November 
1989,  but  Freda  continued  to  work 
reduced  hours  until  she 
retired  the  following 
August.  "I  was  drained 
after  his  death,"  she 
says.  "Working  just  six 
hours  a  day  was  all  that 
I  could  physically  do." 
Aetna  formally  instituted  graduated 
retirement  early  in  1989.  At  last  count, 
nearly  100  people  were  in  the  program 
—  double  the  total  of  just  one  year 
before.  To  participate,  all  an  employee 
must  do  is  work  out  the  new  hours 
with  a  supervisor.  "It  doesn't  have  to 
go  to  anyone  higher  for  approval," 
says  Herchenroether. 

Employees  who  opt  for  graduated 
retirement  are  paid  for  the  hours  they 
work,  but  benefits  that  are  based  on 
salary  —  such  as  life  insurance  —  are 
trimmed  back.  The  employee,  howev- 
er, still  has  all  medical  benefits. 

Even  the  reduced  pay  of  graduated 
retirement  is  part  of  preparing  for 
retirement.  "They're  testing  out  how 
they  can  live  on  a  little  less  income," 
says  Herchenroether. 

In  theory,  an  employee  could  opt 
for  graduated  retirement  at  almost  any 
age.  In  practice,  Aetna  cautions 
employees  against  trying  it  for  longer 
than  three  years  preceding  retirement. 
That's  because  Aetna  bases  its  pen- 
sions on  the  highest  five-year  earnings 
during  the  employee's  final  10  years 
of  service.  Too  many  years  of  graduat- 
ed retirement  could  cut  into  an 
employee's  pension. 

The  idea  of  helping  employees  ease 
into  retirement  still  isn't  widespread 
among  U.S.  companies.  But  more 
companies  are  expected  to  introduce 
such  programs  as  the  abundant  Baby 
Boom  generation  moves  closer  to 
retirement. 

Polaroid  Corp.  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  has  been  offering  a  program 
called  "retirement  rehearsal"  for  16 
years.  The  company  had  always 
allowed  any  employee  with  a  legiti- 
Please  turn  page 
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HBJ^  HELP  YOU 


Cassettes 
& 

Videos 


COUNTBY  MUSIC 


OLDIES  CLEARANCE 


ROY  ACUFF  7  Like  Mountain  Music  &  More" 20466.. 

ROY  ACUFF  "King  of  Country  Music"  6001  

BILL  ANDERSON  "Decl<  of  Cards  &  More  Hits"  77436  

BILL  ANDERSON  "Stili  &  More" 20536  

BILL  ANDERSON  VIDEO  "Whispering  Biii  Scrapbook"  (60  min.)  101  

BEST  OF  BLUEGRASS  VOLUME  l&ll  (two  cassette  set)233940  

BOXCAR  WILLIE  "How  Great  Thou  Art"  1408  

CAJUN  COUNTRY  "Best  from  Kershaw.  Newman.  More" 339  

CAJUN  MUSIC  COLLECTION  "25  Uitra  Rare  Historic  Recordings"  013. 

ARCHIE  CAMPBELL  "Best  of  Country  Comedy"  2115  

CARTER  FAMILY  "Originai  Wiidwood  Flower  &  More"  586  

MARTHA  CARSON  "Greatest  Gospei  Hits" 231.. 

PATSY  CLINE  VIDEO  "The  Real  Patsy  Cline"  (48  min.)  817  

COUNTRY  AEROBICS  VIDEO  "With  Kathy  Mattea "  (45  min.)  919  

COUNTRY'S  CLASSICS  "Various  Artists"  (6  Tape  Collection)  2280  

COUNTRY  DUETS  "Greatest  Of  All  Time"  20518  

COUNTRY  LINE  DANCIN'  VIDEO  "AchyBreaky.  Boot  Scootin'.More" (2  videos)2738.$^9.9B 
COUNTRY  HITS  FROM  THE  1 940's  '76  Original  Songs  "208..  '  " 

COUNTRY  MUSIC  S  GREATEST  FROM  1960  &1961  "400rig, 

SKEETER  DAVIS  "The  End  Of  The  World  &  More"  206  

DAVE  DUDLEY  "Six  Days  On  The  Road  &  More" 2056  

DONNA  FARGO  "The  Happiest  Girl  in  the  Whole  USA  &  More"  20250 . 
FIDDLERS'  HALL  OF  FAME  COLLECTION  "14  Original  Greats" 268.. 
FLATT  &  SCRUGGS  AND  MOTHER  MAYBELLE  CARTER  "Originals" 4002...%! M 

FLATT  &  SCRUGGS  "Sing  Songs  of  River  &  Rails"  4001  $5.98 

GRAND  OLE  OPRY  CELEBRATION  VIDEO  (48  mm )  7020  $1 9.98 

JACK  GREENE  "There  Goes  My  Everything  &  More"  7808  $6.98 

7  Think  Til  Just  Stay  Here  &  Drink"  20305  $6.98 

.  QUARTET  VOL.  I-IV  (4  cassette  set)19801  $49.98 

HISTORIC  RECORDINGS  FROM  1927  "Jimmie  Rodgers,  Carter  Family  &  33  MoreV11.$Z9M 

mmMkCKSOH  "Right  or  Wrong  &  More"  442  

JIM  &  JESSE  "Best  of  Bluegrass" 2212  

GEORGE  JONES  "He  Stopped  Loving  Her  Today"  380  

GEORGE  JONES  "I'm  A  One  Woman  Man"  392. 

GEORGE  JONES  "74  Create"  559  

GEORGE  JONES  "  White  Lightning  &  More"  2284  

GEORGE  JONES  VIDEO  "Same  Ole  Me"  (60 min.)  0104  

G.JONES  &  T.WYNEnE  "President  &  The  1st  Lady"  (20  Hits)  6005  

THE  JORDANAIRES  "Will  The  Circle  Be  Unbroken"  56670  

DOUG  KERSHAW  "Louisiana  Man" 3166  

BRENDA  LEE  VIDEO  "An  Evening  with  Brenda"  7012  

WILMA  LEE  &  STONEY  COOPER  "Walking  My  Lord  Up  Calvary's  Hill"  348.. 

LITTLE  JIMMY  DICKENS  "Best  of  the  Best  of  Country  Comedy"  441  

LOUVIN  BROTHERS  "Live  Recordings  1951-1957"  009  

LULU  BELLE  &  SCOTTY  "Sweethearts  Still" 260 

LORETTA  LYNN  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross  &  More  Gospel"  20679  

LORETTA  LYNN  VIDEO  "An  Evening  with  Loretta"  (48 min.)  7015  

GEORGE  MORGAN  "Room  Full  of  Roses"  2094  

JIMMY  C.  NEWMAN  "Happy  Cajun" 544  

OSBORNE  BROTHERS  "Rocky  Top  &  More"  4501  

DOLLY  PARTON  &  PORTER  WAGONER  "Sweet  Harmony"  1013 

WEBB  PIERCE  "Golden  Hits  Vol  I  &  II"  (2  Tapes)  2526  

RAY  PRICE  "Greatest  Hits"  (3  cassette  set)  1234  


$12.98 
$13.98 
$23.98 


Porter  Wagoner  3-Pak 

Porter's  Video  "The  Life  &  Legend"  (#001) 

Porter  talks  frankly  about  his  relationship  with  Dolly  Parton,  his  life 
on  the  road,  and  much  more  in  the  one  hour  video  scrapbook. 

•  Porter's  Greatest  Hits  on  2  Cassettes  (#01&#02) 

20  songs  including  "Carroll  County  Accident", "Green,  Green,  Grass  of 
Home", "Satisfied  Mind."  Also  includes  "Trouble  in  the  Amen  Corner" 
and  other  recitations.  Item  i  1212 


CHARLIE  PRIDE  VIDEO  "An  Evening  with  Charlie  Pride"  (48  min.)  7019  $17.' 

JEANNE  PRUITT  "Satin  Sheets  &  More" 20179.. 

JIM  REEVES  "The  Best  of"  8451  

RENO  &  SMILEY  "1 1  Volume  Collection"  (1 1  tapes)  0109 . 
MARTY  ROBBINS  "Isle  Of  Golden  Dreams" 

JIMMIE  RODGERS  "America's  Blue  Yodeler"  1060  

JIMMIE  RODGERS  "6  Tape  Historic  Collection"  5660  

JR.  SAMPLES  "Best  of  Country  Comedy"  2147. 

JEAN  SHEPARD  "The  Best  of  "2143  

CARL  SMITH  "20  Legendary  Greats"  7832  

HANK  SNOW  "Collectors' Series" 2279  

REDSOVINE  "Anytime  &  More" 2056  

RED  SOVINE  "Teddy  Bear.  Little  Rosa.  Daddy's  Girl.  Morel"412.. 

STANLEY  BROTHERS  "6  Tape  Collection"  154  

MEL  STREET  "Borrowed  Angel  &  19  More  Greats"  7824  

HANK  THOMPSON  "20  Greatest  Hits"  7807.  

ERNEST  TUBB  "Walking  The  Floor  Over  You  &  More" 20496  

ERNEST  TUBB  "Waltz Across  Texas" 20506  

ERNEST  TUBB  VIDEO  "Thanks  Troubadour  (62  min.)  801  

TANYA  TUCKER  "Delta  Dawn  &  Many  More  Greats"  729  

CONWAY  TWITTY  "  Hello  Darlin' &  More" 20268  

CONWAY  TWITTY  VIDEO  "#1  Hits"  (45  min.)  2467 

CONWAY  TWITTY  VIDEO  "King  of  Hits"  (45  min.)  2468  

CONWAY  TWITTY  VIDEO  2-PAK  2677        SAVE!  BOTH  VIDEOS  FOR ! 

PORTER  WAGONER  "Carroll  Country  Accident  &  More"  01  

PORTER  WAGONER  "Recitations"  02  

PORTER  WAGONER  VIDEO  "Life  &  Legend"  (60  min.)  001  

KITTY  WELLS  "Dust  on  the  Bible  &  More"  20717  

KITTY  WELLS  "Gospel  Songs  with  Johnny  &  Jack"  620  

DOTTIE  WEST  "Best  of  Country"  2187  

HANK  WILLIAMS,  SR.  "12 Rare  Demos" 006... 

HANK  WILLIAMS,  SR.  "The  First  Recordings"  007  

HANK  WILLIAMS,  SR.  "40  Greatest  Hits"  (2  cassette  set)  821233.. 
BOB  WILLS  "20  Fiddle  Tunes  1935-1942"  010.. 
JUSTIN  WILSON  "Crazy  Cajun  Comedy"  9590 .. 

MAC  WISEMAN  "20  Greatest  Hits"  7790  

FARON  YOUNG  "Greatest  Hits"  (3  cassette  set)  4345  


S  •1-800-992-4487 
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mate  reason  to  take  a  leave-of- 
absence.  "All  we  did  in  1977 
was  say  that  taking  time  off  to 
practice  retirement  would  be  a 
legitimate  justification  for  a 
leave  of  absence,  "  says  Joseph 
Perkins,  Polaroid's  corporate 
retirement  manager. 

Only  about  50  employees 
have  tried  retirem.ent  rehearsal 
so  far.  But  then  a  great  many  of 
Polaroid's  older  workers  were 
offered  early  retirement  in  com- 
pany cutbacks  in  recent  years. 

The  average  time  out  is  three 
months,  says  Perkins.  During 
that  time,  employees  can  do 
anything,  from  travel  to  trying  a 
post-retirement  career.  "They're 
usually  people  who  like  work," 
says  Perkins.  "They're  threat- 
ened by  the  idea  of  retirement, 
and  they  want  to  test  it. 

"The  person's  job  is  held 
open  for  them.  They  maintain 
their  benefits,  but  they  don't  get 
any  pay.  When  they  come  back 
to  work,  they're  reinstated.  All  they've 
lost  is  the  time  they're  out,"  he  says. 

Perkins  encourages  employees  to 
spend  their  time  off  living  as  they  will 
when  they  do  retire.  "I  always  tell 
people,  'you're  cheating  if  you  use  the 
time  for  a  trip  around  the  world,'  "he 
says.  "It  should  be  a  period  when  you 
sample  life  with  its  tedium  and  lack  of 
structure — the  way  it  will  be  when 


EASY  OUT— Raymond  Yorkey  prepared 
retirement  by  switching  to  a  less  stressful  job. 


for 


you  retire." 

Perkins  points  to  one  former 
Polaroid  employee,  a  highly  skilled 
experimental  machinist,  who  had 
exactly  the  right  idea.  "He  went  down 
into  his  basement  and  found  he  had  a 
real  knack  for  making  jewelry," 
Perkins  says.  "That  was  many  years 
ago  and  he  is  still  totally  engrossed  in 
making  all  kinds  of  fine  jewelry." 


Planning  For  Retirement  On  Your  Own 

|F  YOUR  employer  doesn't  offer  a 


"tapering  off  program,  do  what 
you  can  on  your  own  to  smooth  the 
way  into  retirement.  "You  can't 
just  go  from  work  into  the  rocking 
chair,"  says  Joseph  Perkins, 
Polaroid's  corporate  retirement 
manager.  "You've  got  to  try  some- 
thing that  makes  a  positive  transi- 
tion." 

Decide  on  things  to  do  in  retire- 
ment to  replace  all  that  your  job 
has  brought  you.  "I'm  62,"  says 
Perkins.  "I've  been  here  31  years 
and  I  love  my  work.  I  fear  retire- 
ment. A  person  who  has  gotten 
most  of  their  structure,  most  of 
their  esteem,  most  of  their  fulfill- 
ment from  work,  just  can't  leave 


precipitously." 

Will  you  seek  part-time  work? 
Some  companies  hire  retirees  to 
help  out  in  peak  periods,  or  to  fill 
in  for  vacationing  workers.  Will 
your  experience  lend  itself  to  con- 
sulting work?  Is  there  a  hobby  you 
want  to  spend  more  time  on?  Will 
you  volunteer  your  services  to 
some  worthwhile  cause? 

Whatever  you  plan  to  do  in 
retirement,  start  doing  it  before  you 
retire.  Use  vacations  or  weekends 
to  test  your  plans  for  retirement. 
"Whatever  you're  going  to  do  in 
retirement,"  Perkins  says,  "if 
you're  not  into  it  before  you  retire, 
the  chances  of  getting  into  it  after 
Please  turn  to  page  61 


Perkins  says  half  those  who 
take  the  leaves  of  absence  "like 
what  they  see  and  stay  out  after 
a  brief  coming  back."  The  other 
half,  he  says,  find  out  they  really 
like  work  and  aren't  ready  to 
retire.  Some  "come  back  invigo- 
rated and  stay  on  for  a  number 
of  years." 

Xerox  Corp.  has  still  another 
approach  to  easing  into  retire- 
ment —  one  that  works  in  con- 
junction  with  its  union,  the 
Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers 
of  America. 

Employees  50  and  older  with 
20  years  of  service,  or  55  and 
older  with  15  years  of  service 
can  opt  for  a  lower-grade  job 
that  is  less  demanding  physical- 
ly, or  that  offers  more  regular 
hours.  Pay  for  the  new  job  is 
halfway  between  what  the  old 
job  paid  and  what  the  normal 
scale  for  the  new  job  would  be. 
A  dozen  people  are  in  this  pro- 
gram now.  Nearly  100  have 
tried  it  since  it  was  adopted  in  1983. 

Raymond  Yorkey,  62,  had  spent  his 
years  with  Xerox  as  a  machinist. 
"Around  the  time  I  was  55,  I  couldn't 
stand  doing  machine  work  anymore," 
he  says.  "I  had  high  blood  pressure 
and  all  the  things  that  go  with  stress." 

Yorkey  looked  into  early  retire- 
ment, but  decided  he  couldn't  live  on 
the  pension  he  would  earn  if  he  retired 
at  55.  Instead,  he  asked  for  a  less 
stressful  job,  with  more  stable  hours. 
It  took  time,  but  when  Yorkey  was  58, 
he  was  given  a  job  on  the  loading 
dock.  He  now  works  as  a  shipping  and 
receiving  clerk  at  the  Xerox  plant  in 
Rochester,  N.Y.  What  he  gave  up  was 
around  $1  an  hour  in  pay.  What  he  has 
gained  was  regular  working  hours. 

"That's  something  I've  never  had 
in  my  working  life  before,"  he  says. 
"I've  always  worked  shift  work  and 
weekends."  Yorkey  says  that  his 
health  is  much  improved.  "My  blood 
pressure  has  gone  down.  My  health  is 
probably  better  than  it  has  been  in 
quite  a  few  years  because  there  is  no 
real  stress." 

Yorkey  could  retire  now,  but  with 
his  new  job,  he  thinks  he'll  probably 
stay  until  he  turns  65.  He  looks  at 
friends  at  other  companies  who 
jumped  into  retirement  and  now  regret 
it.  "It  isn't  the  money,"  he  says.  "But 
just  how  much  golf  can  you  play?"  □ 
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GREAT  WESTERN  MOVIE  CLASSICS  ON  VIDEOTAPE! 


GIANT 
VIDEO 
-  SALE 

^  GteatWeslem 
^■^■l  For  Less  Than 


$000 


John  Wayne  Collection  #1 

•  Angel  And  The  Bad  Man  •  Hell  Town  •  The  Lucky 
Texan  •  The  Desert  Trail  •Winds  Of  The  Wasteland 

John  Wayne  Collection  #2 

•  6/tve  Steel*  The  Lawless  Frontier  •  The  Trail  Beyond 

Randy  Rides  Alone  'The  Man  From  Utah 

If  you're  a  true  John  Wayne  fan,  you  have  to  own  these  film  classics. 
Each  full  length  feature  is  an  old  Western  Masterpiece  featuring  the 
young  John  Wayne  at  his  rip-roarin'  best.  Great  classics  like  "Angel And 
The  Bad  Man",  "Hell  Toiml'  and  other  great  flicks  with  such  famous 
supporting  stars  as  Wallace  Beery,  Alan  Ladd,  and  Gabby  Hayes...  plus 
many  more  of  your  all-time  favorite  actors.  Have  the  time  of  your  life  - 
just  kick  back  and  watch  the  Duke  battle  the  bad  guys...  jumping  off 
cliffs...  galloping  at  break-neck  speed  to  fight  a  host  of  villains.  You  and 
your  family  will  enjoy  these  John  Wayne  Western  thrillers  like  no  other 
western  films  you've  ever  owned.  These  films  are  not  only  great  classic 
nostalgia,  but  are  sure  to  become  collector's  items  worth  many  times 
our  give-away  price. 


Roy  Rogers  Collection  #1 

Carson  City  Kid  •  Home  in  Oklahoma  •  The  Cowboy 
And  The  Senorita  •  /Apache  Rose  •  Bells  Of  San  Angelo 

Roy  Rogers  Collection  #2 

Jesse  James  At  Bay  •  Night  Time  In  Nevada 
Eyes  Of  Texas  •  The  Far  Frontier  •  Heldorado 

Roy  Rogers  is  the  King  of  Western  movies ...  a  living  legend  and 
Hollywood's  number  one  Western  star  for  12  straight  years.  Now,  for  the 
first  time  ever,  you  can  own  the  very  best  of  all  the  Roy  Rogers  films  ever 
made,  at  a  give-away  price.  Every  full  length  feature  film  is  a  rare  Western 
Classic  Masterpiece  featuring  Roy  and  his  great  horse,  Trigger,  and  all  the 
famous  stars  you  love.  From  "Jesse  James  at  Bay"  to  "Heldorado",  this 
collector's  edition  is  packed  with  non-stop  thrills  and  adventure.  Roy 
Rogers,  Dale  Evans,  Gabby  Hayes  and  the  great  Andy  Devine  keep  the 
action  moving  while  Bob  Nolan  and  The  Sons  of  The  Pioneers  serenade 
you  with  their  famous  Westem  hannonies.  Treat  yourself  and  your  whole 
family  to  these  legendary  Roy  Rogers  classics.  This  is  good  old-fashioned 
Westem  entertainment  you  won't  find  in  any  store  at  a  better  price. 


20  Full-Length  Movies  •  Collector  's  Editions  •  Not  Available  In  Stores 


MONEY  BACK  IF  NOT 
THRILLED  &  DELIGHTED 

Hurry,  order  now  to  get  fast  delivery 

of  our  first  edition  run.  All  video 
tapes  are  produced  on  state-of-the- 
art  equipment  and  the  quality  of 
these  old  masterpieces  is  excellent. 
If  you  are  not  totally  satisfied, 
return  the  tapes  for  a  full  refund 
of  purchase  price  (less  P&H). 


[1/ideo  Memories,  Dept.  JRR-98,  1  Eversley  Avenue,  Norwalk,  CT  06851  ^ 

Please  send  me  the  Western  Film  Classics  checked  below  on  your  full  money  back  guarantee 

□  John  Wayne  Collection  #1—  Credit  Card  Orders:  □  Visa    □  MasterCard 
5  Full  Length  Movies  only  $19.98 

□  John  Wayne  Collection  #2— 
5  Different  Full  Length  Movies  only  $19.98 

□  Roy  Rogers  Collection  #1— 
5  Full  Length  Movies  only  $19.98 

□  Roy  Rogers  Collection  #2— 
5  Different  Full  Length  Movies  only  $19.98 

□  SAVE!  Any  2  COLLEaiONS  for  only  $29.98. 

□  BEST  OFFER—  All  4  COLLEaiONS 
^  for  only  $52.00  (only  $13  each). 


Exp.  Date  

Add  $5  postage  &  handling  no  matter  how  many  videos  you  order. 
Enclosed  is  $  (a  Residents  please  add  6%  sales  Tax) 


ADDRESS. 
CITY  


Jit.  ^» 


ARCH 


WE  All  BENEFIT 


MIRACLES— For  46 

years,  VA  research 
has  provided  the 
world  with  medical 
advances. 


For  decades,  VA  research  improved  the 
health  of  all  Americans.  Now,  budget 
cuts  are  threatening  this  vital  program. 


By  Ken  Scharnberg 

nN  THE  PACIFIC  northwest, 
a  Desert  Storm  veteran  who 
;   lost  his  right  foot  in  a  mine 
;  explosion  is  able  to  play  bas- 
ketball with  his  buddies. 
On  the  West  coast,  a 
1  quadriplegic  woman  no 
longer  requires  round-the- 
clock  care. 
Across  the  USA,  children  will  be 
protected  from  allergic  reactions  to 
snakebites  by  a  new  antidote. 

All  of  these  medical  miracles  are 
the  product  of  research  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA).  In  fact, 
VA  research  helped  find  the  cures  for 
tuberculosis  and  polio,  and  assisted  in 

Assistant  Editor  Ken  Scharnberg 
wrote  "The  Changing  Face  of  Honor 
Guards"  in  the  Max  issue. 


the  development  of  CAT  scans  and 
pacemakers. 

VA's  accomplishments  in  medical 
research  are  too  extensive  to  list,  but 
future  VA  research  contributions  may 
fit  on  an  index  card  if  money  for  that 
research  is  scaled  back. 

According  to  Dr.  Don  Mickey,  edi- 
tor of  VA's  Research  News,  research 
and  development  (R&D)  money  has 
steadily  declined  in  relationship  to  the 
overall  VA  medical  budget  over  the 
past  two  decades. 

"In  1970,  R&D  money  was  3.5  per- 
cent of  the  VA  medical-care  budget," 
Mickey  says.  "By  1981,  it  was  at  2 
percent,  and  if  the  1994  R&D  budget 
goes  through  as  currently  proposed,  it 
will  amount  to  less  than  1.5  percent." 

(As  this  article  was  being  written, 
VA's  research  budget  was  severely  cut 
and  then  rescued  by  different  congres- 
sional committees.  See  "The  Battle  To 
Save  VA  Research,"  Page  60.) 


Worse,  when  VA  research  takes  the 
hit,  VA's  hospitals  and  labs  risk  losing 
many  highly-skilled  doctors. 

"They  come  to  VA,  and  more 
importantly,  stay  with  VA  because  of 
the  research,"  Dr.  Mickey  says.  He 
notes  that  VA  physicians  could  earn  30 
percent  more  at  university  hospitals 
and  about  50  percent  more  income  in 
private  practice. 

In  Santa  Clarita  Valley,  Calif.,  20- 
month  old  Ann  Teichert's  suffering 
may  be  a  harbinger  of  a  world  without 
VA  medical  research. 

Bitten  by  a  venomous,  10-inch- 
long,  baby  rattlesnake,  Teichert  was 
airlifted  to  a  Los  Angeles  hospital 
where  she  was  treated  with  a  snakebite 
antidote  derived  from  horse  serum.  An 
allergic  reaction  to  the  antidote  was  so 
serious  she  wound  up  in  the  hospital 
again. 

Luckily  she  recov- 
ered. But  no  one  else 
needs  to  go  through  her 
ordeal,  thanks  to  a  VA 
research  team  at  the  Salt 
Lake  City  VA  hospital. 
Along  with  other  researchers,  the  Utah 
team  discovered  how  to  extract  an 
antivenin  serum  from  sheep  that  does 
not  pose  an  allergic  risk  to  humans. 

This  discovery  will  eliminate  a  nag- 
ging problem  for  the  Pentagon  as  well. 

Up  until  now,  GIs  who  were  bitten 
by  snakes  had  to  be  shipped  to  the 
nearest  hospital  because  medics  could 
not  carry  serum  in  the  field.  When  the 
serum  wasn't  given  soon  enough,  or 
the  victims  suffered  an  allergic  reac- 
tion, they  might  die  or  be  crippled  or 
maimed,  said  Dr.  James  L.  Glenn  at 
the  VA's  Venom  Research  Laboratory 
at  Salt  Lake  City, 

With  the  new  sheep  serum,  medics 
won't  have  to  worry  about  allergic 
reactions.  And  unlike  the  horse  serum, 
the  sheep  serum  stores  well  and  is  not 
as  sensitive  to  temperature. 

Today,  another  VA  medical  achieve- 
ment— the  Seattle  foot — allows  a  26- 
year  old  veteran  to  play  basketball  with 
his  fellow  workers  at  the  plant  where  he 
is  employed.  The  Seattle  foot  works  so 
naturally  that  most  people  are  unaware 
he  wears  a  prosthesis. 

In  California,  a  72-year-old  woman, 
a  quadriplegic,  can  now  cough  on  her 
own,  with  the  help  of  VA  researcher 
Dr.  Stephen  Linden's  coughing 
machine.  For  years,  quadriplegic  peo- 
ple required  constant  care  because 
Please  turn  page 
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J  MYLOWVITAMINPRICES! 


I  POWERED 


PIONEER 
LAMP" 


They're  probably  lower  than  you  dreamed  possible— especially  %#|TAIUIIMS 
if  you  have  been  buying  in  the  store.  ^  ■  ■••■•■■■^^ 

But  that's  only  half  the  story.  Most  important,  you'll  also  love         BY  MAIL  FROM 
our  high  quality  and  the  personal  attention  you  get.  Send  in  your  ,  __  ivii  iTDITiniU 
ordertoday  while  these  low  prices  are  in  force.  Ltt  IMUIKIIIUIM 


TIME  REI£ASE  500  MG.  TABLETS 
^00   >|  50  250  FOR  8.00 
JABS  *l      500  FOR  15.00 

Ask  your  Doctor  about  the  possible 
Ctiolesterol  lowering  benefits  of 
NIACIN  «5i»i3 


Adds  A  Handy  Touch  *NIACIN 

Of  History  To  Your 
Home. 

This  is  a  replica  of  the 
kerosene  lamp  that  lighted  the  homes 
of  American  families  for  several  hun-  I 
dred  years.  It  is  authentic  in  every  de-  !       »  ■  m 
tail  .  .  .  from  its  polished  base  to  its  |  CALCIUJVl^^BOO 
tapered  glass  chimney.  But  this  Pio-  ' 
I  neer  Lamp  is  a  lot  safer  because  it's 

I battery  powered.  (Requires  two  A  A 
Batteries — not   included.)   You  can 
I  even  adjust  the  light  from  dim  to 

I bright  just  like  your  ancestors  turned 
the  kerosene  flames  from  dim  to 
I  bright .  Perfect  for  nightstand  or  phone 


BETA  CAROTENE 


CAPSULES  100  FOR  2.95 
25,000  lU  250  FOR  6.75 
PRO-VITAMIN  A  500  FOR  12.75 


500  MG. 
VITAMIN 

LIIVIIT 
ONE  OF  ANY  SIZE 
TO  A  FAMILY 


100  DAY 
SUPPLY 


□  500  for4.85| 

□  1000  for  8.95 


99'| 


Enjoy  3  Nutritious  Meals  < 


30  DAY 

GRAPEFRUIT  DIET  PILL  I'^iouNrT'"'     C  n^innwi7Qi 

PLAN  AND  LOSE  WEIGHT  FAST   I      VITAMIN  lUUTOf  1.7S 

CAPSULES  ^  ^-^^  I 

oneofTmv.,,.  offer  expires   □  1000  for  15.95  I 


everyday  as  you 
90  FOR  2.98  2i0 


se  weight  ,51409  | 
ifl  6.0  0  500  FOR  9.85 


TO  A  FAIVIILY 


9/30/93     MAIL  coupon  V 


H  ORDER  I 


FREE  WITH  EVERY  ORDER! 


19  GR.  1200  mg  HI-POTENCY  | 

LECITHIN 

#51599T  I 


table.  And  it's  yours  FREE  with  any  |  ' 
order  Just  check  the  Box  on  the  Order  I  a*  jm  tm  a* 

Form  and  add  $1.50  for  handling.      ■  f^||il  £• 
This  Offer  Ends  Sept.  30,  1 993.    I  V  f  I  T  J  CI  T  Vf 


VITAMIN  A  CREME 

FOR     ,n,--riKir\i  \      2  OZ  FOR 

SKIN  (RETINOL)  ,6.50 

""""'no  PRESCRIPTION  REQUIRED  #60061 


May  Never  Be  Repeated!        I  - 

iBKKK_aMKM_^  #50i87T  HIGH  POTENCY  #50 

VITAMIN  B6 


THE  MOST  WANTED  POTENCY  ^^^^^^ 

250  MG.  CAPSULES  1500  MG.  CAPSULES 

100  fof     250  lor  50  lor     100  lor 

$2.89  $6.25  I  $2.75  $4.95 


#50047T 

ALFALFA 


59* 

sis  $3.95 


#513261 
GARLIC 
OIL 

CAPSULES 


790 


Laboratory  tested 

TABLETS  59<t 


ZINC 

15  MG  TABLETS 

ta'blets  79C 
1,000  for  S6.50 


Multi- 
Minerals 

TABLETS  98^ 
500  FOR  $4.50 


HIGH-FIBER 


50  MG.  Tablets  100  MG.  Tablets 
100  for  990  100  for  1.69 
500  for  4.39    250  for  3.85 


granules 

1  Lb.  2  Lbs. 

3.75  5.95 


every  tablet 
150  TABS  2.49 
300  TABS  4.50 


HERBAL 

LAXATIVE 


TABLETS 
500  FOR  4.95 


»503e5T 

BONE 
MEAL 

TABLETS 
100  QCC 

TABLETS  3U 

500  for  S3  95 
1.000  for  S6  75 


A  &  D 

TABLETS 
(5000A,  400D) 
100  for  89« 
500  for  2.85 
1000  for  4.95 


HIGH  FIBER 

BRAN 

500  MG  Tablets 
100  tor  69C 
500  (or  $2.99 


ACIDOPHILUS 

CAPSULES 

100  for  1.79 
500  for  8.75 


MULTI-CAL 

TABLETS 
100  For  .95C 
500  For  3.75 


•  52464T 

BREWER'S 
YEAST 

7V2  GRAIN 
^^jjTABLETS 

Tablets  1^^ 
1,000  for  S3.98 


500  mg  Tablets 

L-LYSINE 

100  $298 
300  S7«9 


#515161 
SUPER  ORGANIC 

IRON 
TABS 

100—1.49 
500—5.49 


HAIR  CARE 

z^s  5995 


•  519791 

PAPAYA 
PAPAIN 

DIGESTANT 

TABLETS  79^ 
500  for  3.29 


SELENIUM 

100  MCG. 
TABLETS 

Zs  $225 

500  tor  $7.99 


#503101 
SOOMO 

BEE 
POLLEN 

TABS 

100  for 

500  for  $8.50 

#50390 

BORON 

FOR  BETTER 
UTILIZATION 
OF  CALCIUM 

90  TABS-1.95 
180  TABS-3.50 

»50823T 

COD  LIVER 
OIL  CAPS 

100 

CAPS     1 2^ 
500  Caps  $4.99 

#509971 

HERBAL 
DIURETIC 

500  tw  $5.99 

»52274T 

Therapeutic 
with  Minerals 

Theragran-M® 
100       Si  98 

500  tor  $9.49 

COMPARABLE  10 
OSCAL-  #50625 
?50  mg  wilh  Vil  0 

100  FOR  1.50 
500  mq  #50633 
100  FOR  2  75 

SE-rfRO 

VITES 

with  minerals 
comparable  to 
CENTRUM 

130  Tablets  2.99 

MIRACURE 

ANTIFUNGAL 

NAIL 
TREATMENT 

1  OZ.  "*599 

CRANBERRYCAPSULES 

Equal  to  1132  MG  of  cranberry  |uice 
Has  been  found  to  favor  urinary  tract 
healtti  -  #509221        »_  „- 

100  FOR  52.49     250  FOR  $5.29 


100-B  COMPLEX 

100  MG  EACH  OF  B-1,  B-2,  B-6  NIA- 
CINAMIDE, CHOLINE.  INOSITOL,  PAN- 
TOTHENIC ACID  &  PABA,  100  MCG 
EACH  OF  B-1 2.  BIOTIN  &  FOLIC  ACID 
lOO^TABS  $5.49  200  TABS  $9.99 


SHARK  CARTILAGE 

SHARKILAGE-  Caps 

750  mg. 

30  9.99      #52187      60  1 7.95 

CHROMIUM  PICOLINATE 

200  MCG  TABLETS 
100-4.89  200-8.89 

OAT 
BRAN 

FIGHTS 
CHOLESTEROL 

CEREAL 

1  lb.-1.85 
3  lbs  -4.65 
6  lbs.-8.95 

TABLETS 

100-1.10 
500-4.75 
1000-8.50 

GINKGO  BILOBA 

60  MG  CAPSULES 
30  7.49       «i338  60  13.99 

TM      -      Improves  Ihe  digestibility 
beano  cLtfto"wera'nd'roodfmat'tlf^ 
DROPS              and  wtiole  grams  and  more. 
#50280      75  serving  size  .55  II.  oz.  $8.95 

KELP,  VITAMIN  B6,  LECITHIN     ^ PRICES  """gOOD  UNTIL  SEPT.  30,  1993 
&  CIDER  VINEGAR  Z  mastercard,  visa  .rni 

MAIL  YOUR  ORDER  TO 

Lee  Nutrition 

290  Main  St.,  8363 
CAMBRIDGE,  MASS.  02142 


Highest  Quality  #515321 
Only  the  low  price  is  different 

100  for  79«  500  for  2.99 


POTASSIUM 


Tablets 


1.25 


GLUCONATE  soo  for  $5.00 

595  MG. '520501  1,000  lof  $9.45 


.J'Natwal  12" 

Brewers  Yeast,  Lecittiin,  Alfalta.  Kelp.  Rose 
Hips.  Wtiey.  Papaya.  Apple  Pectin.  Wheat  Germ, 
Dolomite,  Desiccated  Liver.  Bone  Meal 


INDIVIDUAL  B-VITAMIN  Tablets 


100  lor 

500  lor 

VITAMIN  B1 

100  mg.  #51046T 

$1.25 

$5.50 

■NIACIN 

100  mg.  #51789 

$1.40 

$4.95 

NIACINAMIDE 

100  mg.  #51839 

$1.00 

$3.85 

FOLIC  ACID 

400  mcg.#51284 

650 

$2.85 

BIOTIN 

300  mcg.#50351 

$1.45 

$6.50 

CHOLINE 

250  mg.  #50773 

$1.65 

$6.95 

PANTO  ACID 

100  mg.  #50617 

$1.69 

$5.75 

PABA 

100  mg.  #519611 

$1.00 

$4.50 
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when  limb  muscles  stop  working,  the 
body's  cough  center  fails,  and  victims 
can't  cough  to  clear  their  lungs. 

"None  of  these  programs  could 
have  been  developed  under  the  current 
budget  climate,"  says  Chet  Stellar, 
Chairman  of  the  Legion's  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  (VA&R) 
Commission. 

Dr.  Charles  Clark,  chief  of  Medical 
Research  at  Roudebush  VAMC  in 
Indianapolis,  and  a  specialist  in  dia- 
betes, also  recognizes  the  sad  effects  of 
dwindling  grant  money. 

"Somewhere  right  now,  a  veteran  is 
going  blind  from  diabetes,"  he  says. 
"No  one  can  say  when  a  breakthrough 
will  happen  —  research  doesn't  work 
that  way."  But,  Clark  says,  with  con- 
tinued adequate  funding,  it  is  likely 
"some  discovery  in  diabetes  could  save 
that  veteran's  sight  and  the  vision  of 
thousands  of  others  like  him.  But  with 
the  ongoing  erosion  of  the  research 
budget,  the  breakthrough  we  need  may 
never  happen." 

"No  more  medical  miracles,"  adds 
National  Commander  Roger  A.  Mun- 
son. 

Is  VA  research  dead? 

Dr.  Dennis  B.  Smith,  VA's  Associ- 
ate Chief  Medical  Director  for  Re- 
search and  Development,  is  hopeful 
about  the  future  of  VA  research.  "VA 
Secretary  Brown  has  gone  on  record 
that  the  dip  in  funding  does  not  indi- 
cate the  end  of  VA  research,"  he  says. 

But,  he  explains,  researchers  have 


to  adjust  to  a  competitive  budget 
process.  "At  one  time,  it  was  enough  to 
do  good  work,"  Smith  says.  "No  one 
wanted  to  go  looking  for  recognition, 
nor  did  they  need  to.  Today,  it  is  nec- 
essary." 

Mississippi  Rep.  G.V.  "Sonny" 
Montgomery,  a  staunch  supporter  of 
VA  research,  agrees. 

"Americans,  I'm  sure,  do  not  think 
of  VA  medicine  in  terms  of  laborato- 
ries, test  tubes  and  medical  break- 
throughs. That's  not  the  VA  they  see 
when  they  visit  a  hospitalized  veteran 
or  drive  by  a  veterans'  hospital. 

"But  what  they  should  know,  and 
what  VA  has  a  responsibility  to  publi- 
cize beyond  the  medical  journals,  is 
that  VA  researchers  are  vastly  improv- 
ing the  quality  of  life  for  everyone, 
veteran   and  nonveteran  alike." 

Members  of  Congress  and  perhaps 
all  Americans  are  entitled  to  ask  the 
question,  "Why  is  VA  medical 
research  important?"  Here  are  some 
convincing  reasons  why: 

It's  economical.  Often  overlooked 
is  the  vast  sums  of  money  VA  research 
saves  taxpayers.  More  often  than  not, 
the  amount  of  money  returned  from  a 
research  project  is  many  times  more 
than  the  original  outlay,  according  to 
Legion  experts. 

One  example  is  a  program  at  the 
East  Orange,  New  Jersey  VAMC  that 
teaches  victims  of  adult-onset  Type  II 
diabetes  —  responsible  for  some  8,000 
amputations  at  VA  hospitals  each  year 


—  how  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
New  Jersey  VAMC's  Dr.  Len  Pogach 
and  his  team  were  cited  last  year  by  the 
American  Diabetes  Association  for 
developing  a  highly  effective  diabetes 
education  program  which  should  save 
millions  of  dollars  in  unnecessary 
surgery. 

VA  estimates  the  average  amputa- 
tion surgery  costs  about  $23,000, 
which  means  Pogach' s  education  pro- 
gram has  the  potential  for  saving  VA 
some  $178  milUon  a  year. 

Pogach,  unlike  many  of  his  col- 
leagues, is  lucky.  A  grant  from  the 
New  Jersey  Department  of  Health  has 
saved  his  program  while  VA  wrestles 
with  money  problems. 

Dr.  Smith  of  VA  research  finds  a 
certain  irony  in  this.  Even  though  VA 
R&D  is  one  of  the  few  cost-effective 
programs  in  existence,  finding  the 
money  to  keep  it  functional  seems  a 
monumental  task.  At  the  same  time,  he 
points  out,  there  seems  to  be  enough 
money  for  other  things  that  do  not 
appear  to  be  nearly  as  urgent. 

He  cites,  for  example,  the  National 
Science  Foundation's  effort  to  bring 
attention  to  its  research  in  Antarctica. 
Foundation  officials  invited  the  media 
to  visit  the  frozen  continent  to  witness 
some  of  their  work  there.  The  cost  of 
the  Antarctica  research  project  and  its 
"media  blitz"  exceeded  VA's  entire 
1993  research  budget  of  $232  million. 

Smith  and  many  researchers  have  a 
hard  time  understanding  why  Congress 
is  unable  to  find  an  additional  $80  mil- 
lion to  bring  VA  research  in  line  with 
the  rest  of  VA's  budget,  especially 
when  it  has  no  problem  finding  billions 
for  other,  seemingly  less-urgent  re- 
quests. 

It's  hands-on.  Most  research  cen- 
ters have  Ph.D.s  who  spend  all  their 
time  in  laboratories  for  research.  Not  at 
VA.  There,  it  is  usually  medical  doc- 
tors who  do  the  work  and  are  able  to 
apply  their  work  in  VA's  hospitals 
across  the  country.  About  80  percent 
of  VA  research  is  done  by  MDs. 

It  trains  skilled  MDs.  Half  of  the 
practicing  physicians  in  this  country 
received  at  least  part  of  their  training  in 
a  VA  hospital.  Who  could  fill  that 
void? 

"No  one,"  says  National  Comman- 
der Munson. 

According  to  Sen.  John  D.  "Jay" 
Rockefeller,  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Veterans  Affairs  Committee,  "The 
Please  turn  to  page  61 


VA  researcher  Dr.  Charles  Clark  believes  the  future  of  medical 
research  and  the  VA  health-care  system  are  at  risk. 
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Going  to  School 

BY  STAYING  AT  HOME 


By  Deidre  Sullivan 

HE  ABCs  and  a  U.S.  his- 
tory timetable  line  the 
walls  of  this  schoolroom. 
The  day's  lesson  is  on  the 
blackboard.  A  computer 

;  sits  nearby  on  a  table. 

But  only  two  students 
attend  this  school.  Instead 
of  traditional  desks,  the 

Pinion  children,  Michael  Mary  Beth, 

Deidre  Sullivan,  an  author  and  New 
York-based  freelance  journalist,  often 
writes  about  children  and  religious 
issues.  Among  her  books  are  The  Ulti- 
mate Shoppers  Guide  and  What  Do 
We  Mean  When  We  Say  God? 


More  and  more 
porenfs  now  teach 
their  kids  at  home, 
believing  they  can 

succeed  where 
schoois  have  tailed. 


>  ®  •  «■  ®  ®  ®  ® » 


10,  and  Melody,  7,  work  at  big  office 
desks  with  drawers  for  workbooks  and 
pencils.  And  the  children's  only 
teacher  is  their  mother,  Debra  Pinion, 
35,  who  created  the  classroom  in  the 
basement  of  their  Staten  Island,  N.Y., 
home. 


The  Pinion  children  are  among  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  who  are  now  going 
to  school  by  staying  at  home. 

During  the  past  10  years,  home- 
schooling  has  been  steadily  growing, 
propelled  by  parents  who  want  more 
control  over  what  their  kids  learn.  All 
50  states  recognize  homeschooling  as  a 
legal  alternative  to  traditional  school, 
though  education  requirements  vary 
state  by  state. 

According  to  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Education,  in  1983  about  90,000 
children  in  grades  kindergarten 
through  12  were  homeschooled  by 
their  parents.  In  1988,  that  figure  grew 
to  225,000  students,  and  in  1991 
between  300,000  and  500,000  students 
learned  at  home. 

Other  sources,  including  the  Home- 
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school  Legal  Defense  Association  and 
trend  expert  John  Naisbitt,  author  of 
Megatrends,  say  the  number  of  home- 
schooled  children  may  be  closer  to  1 
miUion. 

The  growing  popularity  of  home- 
schooling  is  reinforced  by  test  scores 
that  show  these  children  perform  as 
well  as  children  receiving  conventional 
schooling,  if  not  better. 

"For  me  the  keys  to  successful 
homeschooling  are  scheduling  and 
organization,"  says  Pinion,  who  has  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  education.  She 
uses  what  she  learned  from  her  days  as 
a  teacher  in  her  homeschooling  pro- 
gram. "We  have  fun,  but  we  all  take 
this  enterprise  very  seriously." 

The  wife  of  a  minister.  Pinion 
homeschools  Michael  Mary  Beth  and 
Melody  while  caring  for  her  two 
younger  children.  Following  a  curricu- 
lum created  by  Abecca,  a  Christian 
homeschooling  organization,  she 
incorporates  her  religious  values  into 
the  teaching. 

According  to  homeschooling 
experts,  about  80  percent  of  all  home- 
schoolers  are  conservative  Christians 
who  believe  U.S.  culture  is  in  a  rapid 
moral  decline,  with  public  schools 
promoting  immorality. 

They  deplore  the  fact  that  prayer  in 
schools  is  illegal.  They  don't  want 
their  kids  to  be  given  condoms  by  the 
school  nurse  or  taught  evolution  in  sci- 
ence class,  and  they  oppose  curricula 
that  suggests  homosexuality  is  an 
acceptable  "alternative  lifestyle." 

"Our  country  is  going  down  the 
tubes,  but  there  are  still  some  moral 
people  who  don't  want  their  children 
to  be  in  an  atmosphere  that  promotes 
what  is  essentially  a  hidden  curricu- 
lum," says  Sue  Welch,  editor  of  The 
Teaching  Home,  a  bimonthly  magazine 
for  conservative  Christians.  Its  circula- 
tion has  grown  80  percent  in  two  years, 
from  20,000  to  36,000. 

While  most  homeschooling  parents 
want  to  reinforce  religious  values, 
there  are  others  who  want  to  promote 
their  children's  individualism  and  cre- 
ativity. Many  take  their  philosophical 
cues  from  education  experts  such  as 
the  late  homeschooling  pioneer  John 
Holt,  who  believed  a  child's  personal 
interests  should  dictate  the  direction  of 
his  education. 

His  firm.  Holt  &  Associates,  in 


Cambridge,  Mass.,  is  one  of 
the  leading  suppliers  of 
books  and  materials  on 
homeschooling  to  families  not  affiliat- 
ed with  conservative  Christian  religion. 
They  also  publish  a  bimonthly  newslet- 
ter. Growing  Without  Schooling. 

But  homeschooling  is  far  from  new. 
Other  parents  have  been  quietly  edu- 
cating their  kids  at  home  for  genera- 
tions. Mormons,  for  example,  often 
homeschool,  and  the  Amish  tradition- 
ally pull  their  youngsters  out  of  public 
school  after  the  eighth  grade.  In  addi- 
tion, missionaries  of  Christian  denomi- 
nations and  military  families  in  foreign 
countries  often  have  had  to  home- 
school  when  U.S.  schools  were  not 
available. 

But  another  group  of  homeschool- 
ers  is  emerging  —  people  who  believe 
American  schools  are  simply  too 
white-oriented  and  not  multicultural 
enough.  These  parents  don't  like  the 
idea  that  black  history  is  taught  only 
one  month  a  year  —  if  even  that.  They 
say  U.S.  public  schools  promote  the 
wrong  values. 


ORGANIZED- 

Debra  Pinion 
belongs  to  a 
networl<  of  parents 
who  teach  their 
children  at  home. 


One  of  those  parents  is 
Dr.  Gerald  Grove,  a  native 
Jamaican  who  is  a  psychia- 
trist in  Princeton,  N.J.  Grove  home- 
schools  his  10-year-old  girl  and  8- 
year-old  boy  because  he  believes 
schools  will  not  teach  his  children 
about  Jamaica.  As  part  of  the  Grove 
children  education,  they  visit  the  coun- 
try periodically,  and  they  recently 
toured  an  exhibition  at  Bristol-Meyers 
that  featured  black  scientists. 

TEACHING  AT  HOME 

Like  the  Pinions,  most  home- 
schooling  families  have  a  specific 
study  area  or  room  for  learning.  Morn- 
ings are  often  reserved  for  lesson  work 
with  the  children  working  at  their  own 
pace.  Afternoons  may  be  spent  on 
self-directed  projects  ranging  from 
poetry  writing  and  computer  learning 
games  to  scientific  experiments. 

However,  there's  no  set  way  to 
teach  at  home,  and  every  parent  does  it 
differently.  Some  parents,  for  example, 
design  lesson  plans  themselves  or  tai- 
lor the  curriculum  to  their  children's 
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Some  use 
homeschooling 
to  strengthen 
their  children's 
reiigious  vaiues. 
Others  beiieve 
pubiic  schools 
don't  otter 
enough. 


HANDS  ON— As 

part  of  her  school 

work,  Amy 
Danielson  orders 
food  for  her 
s  co-op. 


needs,  often  allowing  them  to  pursue 
their  interests  beyond  what  they  would 
be  permitted  in  traditional  schools. 

Others  follow  a  preset  curriculum 
that  can  be  purchased  from  home- 
schooling  organizations.  Parents  can 
even  enroll  their  kids  in  a  mail-order 
school,  complete  with  lessons  and  tests 
that  are  sent  back  to  the  school  and 
graded. 

A  handful  of  these  organizations  are 
nonsectarian,  but  the  majority  are  reli- 
gious. The  largest  and  fastest-growing 
satellite  school  is  Christian  Liberty 
Academy  in  Arlington  Hills,  111.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  school's  enroll- 
ment has  grown  to  22,000  students,  a 
14.5  percent  increase. 

Christian  Liberty  tuition  ranges 
from  $160  to  $280  a  year.  Parents 
receive  books,  week-by-week  lesson 
plans.  Christian  philosophy  guides  and 
advice  on  how  to  buy  art  supplies  or 
conduct  sports  and  physical  education. 

Homeschooling  also  means  flexibil- 
ity. Students  can  explore  a  variety  of 
topics  because  their  education  is  not 
limited  to  what  their  parents  teach 
them. 

For  example,  to  supplement  learn- 
ing in  the  home,  the  Pinions  belong  to 
a  network  of  Christian  homeschoolers 
in  the  Staten  Island  area  that  coordi- 
nates their  activities.  The  group  has 
taken  field  trips  to  the  local  naval  base 
and  the  police  department, 
and  have  gone  pumpkin  pick- 
ing. The  Pinion  kids  also  have 
joined  other  homeschoolers 
on  some  afternoons  for  activi- 
ties such  as  roller  skating  and 
ballet. 

HANDS-ON  LEARNING 

Another  bonus  of  learning 
outside  the  confines  of  a  con- 
ventional school  is  that  young 
people  have  more  time  to 
engage  in  more  hands-on  edu- 
cational opportunities. 

In  Pennsylvania,  Meredith 
Conroy,  an  1 1 -year-old  home- 
schooler,  puts  together  a 
weekly  radio  announcement 
called  "Green  Tips"  in  which 
she  offers  advice  to  kids  on 
how  to  care  for  the  environ- 
ment. She  also  has  conducted 
interviews  with  children's 
authors  and  co-hosted  shows 
with  her  mom,  a  local  radio 
personality. 

Additionally,  parents  who 
Please  turn  to  page  66 


By  Steve  Salerno 

IDS.  Never  in  the  history 

1^  of  civilization  has  an 
I  p  acronym  inspired  more 
I  W'  fear  and  loathing.  Ac- 
I  1^  quired  Immune  Deficien- 
^  cy  Syndrome  (AIDS)  is  a 
■  "  disease  that  did  not  for- 
■  mally  exist  a  decade  ago, 
and  yet  today,  according 
to  polls,  it  ranks  among  the  most  rec- 
ognized aspects'  of  modem  life — and 
death. 

Indeed,  no  disease  since  the  black 
plague  has  carried  such  an  inexorable 
death  sentence.  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  considers  anyone  alive 
three  years  after  diagnosis  a  "long- 
term  survivor.'" 

At  first  glance,  it  may  seem 
absurd — if  not  unconscionable — to 
accuse  people  of  being  hysterical 
about  an  infectious  disease  with  a  100 
percent  mortality  rate.  Certainly 
there's  no  shortage  of  numbers  to  be 
alarmed  about. 

But  there's  also  a  lot  of  mythology 
and  melodrama  mixed  in  with  the 

Steve  Salerno  is  a  frequent  contrib- 
utor to  this  magazine  who  often  covers 
medical  issues.  He  wrote  "Is  This 
Operation  Really  Necessary?"  in  the 
April  issue. 


facts  and  figures  on  AIDS.  The  air- 
waves and  newsstands  are  awash  in 
scare  headlines  and  dour  misinforma- 
tion about  the  AIDS  threat  to  middle 
America.  Even  such  august  bodies  as 
the  CDC  and  National  Institutes  of 
Health  (NIH)  have  not  always  been 
above  fear-mongering,  political  cor- 
rectness and  caving  in  to  certain  high- 
ly vocal  factions. 

"Public  figures  need  to  put  aside 
their  personal  goals  and  vested  inter- 
ests and  set  the  record  straight,"  says 
Dr.  Bob  Biggar,  the  National  Cancer 
Institute  (NCI)  international  AIDS 
coordinator,  who  has  been  involved  in 
the  crisis  since  1981,  when  AIDS 
wasn't  yet  recognized  as  an  illness  on 


its  own  right.  "Don't  try  to  sell  an 
agenda.  Just  tell  people  the  truth," 
Biggar  says. 

The  fatalistic  tone  is  set  at  the  very 
top  of  the  American  medical  establish- 
ment. In  a  Los  Angeles  Times  inter- 
view last  year,  then-U.S.  Surgeon 
General  Antonia  Novello  warned 
against  thinking  the  threat  has  dimin- 
ished. Novello  expressed  alarm  over 
younger  homosexuals  who  apparently 
haven't  gotten  the  safe-sex  message. 
She  cited  studies  indicating  that  21 
percent  of  gay  male  adolescents  have 
a  minimum  of  four  sexual  partners  per 
year,  and  63  percent  of  those  don't  use 
condoms.' 

Even  more  alarming,  the  surgeon 
general  predicted  "AIDS  in  homosex- 
ual men  will  be  surpassed  by  AIDS 
among  heterosexuals  in  some  p^rts  of 
the  population."  She  added  that  in 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  AIDS  has 
become  the  leading  cause  of  death  for 
women  between  ages  15  and  44. 

No  less  concerned  is  Dr.  Molly 
Coye,  director  of  the  California 
Department  of  Public  Health.  Coye 
argues  that  "a  lot  of  people  who  don't 
see  themselves  as  part  of  a  risk  group 
are  too  blase  about  AIDS." 

As  evidence,  she  points  to  surveys 
that  suggest  that  sexual  activity  is 
beginning  earlier  than  ever.  Coye  and 
other  experts  are  gravely  concerned 
because  teens  are  least  likely  to  heed 
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warnings  about  unsafe  sex. 

Considering  that  the 
incubation  period  of  AIDS 
is  as  long  as  10  years, 
"Kids  now  having  casual 
sex  at  age  13  are  apt  to  con- 
tinue infecting  their  part- 
ners for  many  years  before 
they  are  formally  diag- 
nosed," says  Coye. 

Speaking  before  a  San  Diego  audi- 
ence, Mary  Fisher,  an  HIV-infected 
mother  who  has  become  a  leading 
voice  in  AIDS-awareness,  put  it  this 
way:  "AIDS  is  no  longer  just  my  prob- 
lem or  your  problem.  In  a  few  short 
years  it  will  be  everyone's  problem." 

Or  will  it? 

AMPLE  evidence  exists  that  the 
popular  image  of  AIDS  as  "the 
plague  of  the  20th  Century"  has 
been  greatly  overstated.  To  begin 
with,  there's  little  doubt  that  some 
officials  have  played  fast  and  loose 
with  figures  in  their  effort  to  drama- 
tize the  AIDS  crisis.  Just  last  January, 
the  CDC  adopted  a  new  set  of  proto- 
cols for  reporting  and  tracking  the 
spread  of  AIDS. 

In  the  past,  people  who  tested  HIV- 
positive  were  not  officially  added  to 
the  list  of  AIDS  cases  until  they  began 
to  present  the  now-classic  symptoms 
of  the  full-blown  disease:  the  ruddy 
lesions  known  as  Kaposi's  sarcoma; 


the  rare  Pneumocystis 
carina  form  of  pneumonia; 
or  night  sweats  accompanied 
by  chronic  fatigue  and 
weight  loss.  From  now  on, 
however,  a  diagnosis  of 
AIDS  will  be  made  on  any 
individual  whose  T-helper 
cell  count  (see  box,  "The 
Terminology  of  AIDS")  dips 
under  200,  even  if  that  person  remains 
otherwise  asymptomatic." 

The  indisputable  effect  of  this  new 
policy  will  be  to  suddenly  inflate  the 
number  of  AIDS  cases  nationwide, 
thereby  resulting  in  an  apparent — if 
factually  bogus — upsurge  in  the  epi- 
demic. 

For  example,  under  the  old  report- 
ing criteria,  California  had  originally 
predicted  10,000  new  AIDS  cases  in 
1993.  Dr.  Coye  now  expects  the 
revised  standards  to  double  that  figure. 
And  while  an  argument  can  be  made 
that  people  with  low  T-cell  counts 
should  have  been  considered  AIDS 
cases  from  the  outset,  as  one  epidemi- 
ologist phrases  it,  "You  don't  change 
the  ground  rules  after  the  game  begins 
just  to  make  the  score  bigger." 

Some  argue  that  the  new  step  was 
taken  simply  because  AIDS  activists 
and  researchers  feared  funding  cuts  if 
the  number  of  cases  failed  to  live  up  to 
alarmists'  projections. 

Please  turn  to  page  68 


The  Terminology  of  AIDS 

ARC:  AIDS-Related  Complex. 
Term  for  the  early  lymph-system 
problems  and  generalized  im- 
mune suppression  that  precedes 
full-blown  AIDS;  rarely  used 
these  days. 

AZT:  Azidothymidine.  First  effec- 
tive drug  treatment  for  the  dis- 
ease. Approved  for  use  in  1987, 
AZT  extends  the  interval  between 
infection  and  onset  of  AIDS. 
HIVl  Human  Immunodeficiency 
Virus.  Name  for  the  virus  that 
causes  AIDS,  consolidating  the 
two  names  previously  used  by  its 
French  ("LAV")  and  American 
("HTLV-III")  discoverers. 
HIV-positive:  The  condition  of 
having  in  one's  blood  antibodies 
against  the  HIV  virus,  isolated  in 
1983  as  the  cause  of  AIDS. 
Because  the  antibodies  would  not 
be  in  the  blood  if  the  body 
weren't  trying  to  fight  off  the 
virus,  their  presence  confirms  a 
diagnosis  of  HIV  infection. 
KS:  Kaposi's  Sarcoma.  An  unusu- 
al skin  cancer  (whose  lesions 
somewhat  resemble  so-called 
"port  wine"  birthmarks)  capable 
Please  turn  to  page  68 
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From  Mindanao 


On  Sept  2,  7942, 
In  the  skies  near 
Kienow,  China, 
Army  Air  Force 
pilots  encountered 
a  buliet-riddled 
P-40B  Tomohawl<, 
tine  piiot  siumped 
over  —  dead. 


By  Michael  Lemish 


HE  PLANE  bore  obsolete 
insignia  as  it  approached 
from  enemy  territory.  Bul- 
let holes  riddled  the  fuse- 
lage but  she  still  flew  on 
—  probably  with  a  dead 
M  P^^"^  controls. 

■■jjB  It  is  a  haunting  World 
■iJB''  War  II  saga  about  a  phan- 
tom plane  and  a  pilot  with  no  name. 
After  50  years,  it's  still  a  mystery. 

As  dusk  approached  on  Sept.  2, 
1942,  the  Chinese  Warning  Net 
relayed  a  report  of  a  plane  heading 
toward  Kienow,  China.  Two  U.S. 
Army  Air  Force  pilots  of  the  China 


Michael  Lemish  is  a  staff  writer  for 
Atlantic  Flyer,  a  monthly  aviation 
newspaper.  He  asks  anyone  with  addi- 
tional information  about  "The  Ghost 
Plane  From  Mindanao"  to  contact 
Curt  Norris,  166  E.  Main  St.,  Norton, 
MA  02766. 


Task  Force  took  off  to  intercept  the 
unidentified  aircraft.  Climbing  above 
the  low,  thin  overcast,  the  pilots  soon 
made  visual  contact. 

The  American  pilots  were  both 
confused  and  shocked  when  they  saw 
a  Curtiss  P-40B  Tomahawk  similar  to 
theirs.  The  plane  was  an  older  version 
of  the  Tomahawk  and  bore  an  outdat- 
ed Army  insignia  —  the  white  star 
surrounded  by  a  blue  field,  outlined  in 
red.  That  insignia  had  not  been  used 
since  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  the 
previous  year. 

The  plane  was  in  wretched  shape. 
Bullet  holes  laced  the  length  of  the 
fuselage  and  most  of  the  canopy  had 
been  shot  away.  Beneath  the  craft  was 
a  more  eerie  sight  —  no  landing  gear. 

Calls  on  the  radio  and  flashing 
recognition  signals  yielded  no  reply 
from  the  pilot.  Fearing  a  Japanese 
trick,  one  pilot  fired  a  short  burst  into 
the  wing  roots.  Still  no  response. 

The  U.S.  pilots  edged  their  throttles 
forward  and  pulled  alongside.  The 
pilot  appeared  slumped  over.  Then  the 
Tomahawk  began  to  descend. 
Moments  later  it  crashed  into  a  rice 
paddy,  flipped  over  and  exploded, 
sending  a  plume  of  smoke  into  the  air. 

A  year  later,  16-year-old  Curt  Nor- 
ris of  Norton,  Mass.,  read  about  the 
mystery  plane  in  Time  magazine.  In 
1945,  he  joined  the  Army  Air  Corps 
and  was  stationed  at  an  airfield  on 
Bataan.  The  story  of  the  ghost  plane 
was  still  circulating  and  he  decided  to 
learn  more  about  it. 

So,  for  the  past  43  years,  Norris  has 
written  letters  to  hundreds  of  people 
and  spoke  to  numerous  military 
groups  in  an  attempt  to  uncover  the 
pilot's  identity  and  the  story  behind 


the  mystery  plane.  Here  is  what  he 
learned. 

The  tale  of  the  ghost  plane  begins 
shortly  before  Pearl  Harbor,  when  the 
First  American  Volunteer  Group,  later 
known  as  the  Flying  Tigers,  was 
formed. 

A HANDFUL  of  the  pilots  and 
mechanics  en  route  to  China  were 
diverted  to  Australia  when  the 
Japanese  attacked  Pearl  Harbor.  Dur- 
ing February  1942,  while  this  group 
bivouacked  in  Australia,  the  Army 
planned  to  break  through  the  Japanese 
blockade  of  the  Philippines.  Several 
ships  carrying  food  and  munitions 
attempted  to  resupply  the  beleaguered 
defenders. 
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Among  the  three  ships  that  man- 
aged to  skirt  the  Japanese  forces  was 
the  SS  Anhui,  a  3,500-ton  coal  burner 
out  of  Brisbane.  The  freighter  carried 
450  tons  of  food,  2.5  million  rounds  of 
ammo,  three  disassembled  P-40  Tom- 
ahawk fighters  and  several  volunteer 
pilots. 

The  Anhui  ran  aground,  but  the 
cargo  was  brought  ashore  near  Gin- 
goong  Bay  on  the  northern  coast  of  the 
island  of  Mindanao. 

Several  bomber  and  fighter  strips 
were  already  established  on  the  island, 
many  covered  completely  by  over- 
hanging coconut  trees  and  jungle 
growth.  Fighters  would  begin  their 
takeoff  roll  below  this  natural  camou- 
flage netting  and  become  airborne 


once  clear  of  the  trees. 

Men  of  the  14th  and 
30th  Heavy  Bomb  Squad- 
rons, with  a  contingent  of 
Philippine  Scouts,  assem- 
bled the  three  P-40s.  The 
planes  were  a  welcome 
addition  to  those  already 
on  the  island.  Losses  in 
the  air,  no  spare  parts, 
and  limited  resources 
meant  a  dwindling  num- 
ber of  aircraft  available  to 
fight  the  enemy. 

With  the  fall  of  Bataan,  Corregidor 
and  the  rest  of  the  Philippines,  many 
Americans  were  forced  to  surrender  to 
the  Japanese.  But  a  few  refused,  and 
carried  on  a  guerrilla  action.  Their  air- 


MYSTERY 

shrouds  the 
identity  of 
the  pilot. 
Who  was  he? 
Where  was 
he  trying 
to  go? 
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fields  were  so  well- 
camouflaged  that  even 
the  Japanese  could  not 
locate  them  all. 

During  his  re- 
search, Norris  learned 
that  a  small  group  of 
Americans  on  Min- 
danao habitually  gath- 
ered crashed  and 
wrecked  aircraft,  hop- 
ing to  keep  one  air- 
craft always  service- 
able. He  is  convinced 
one  of  those  aircraft  was  the  mystery 
plane. 

Norris  lectured  about  the  heroic 
efforts  made  on  Mindanao  during 
Please  turn  to  page  56 
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:  The  legendary 
I  centenarians 
I  of  the  Caucasus 
I  reveal  the  secrets 
I  of  their  long 
I  and  healthy  lives. 
I  Ifs  not  yogurt 
I  and.  sorry  Ifs 
i  not  vodka  either 


By  Rodney  Angove 


N  AN  AIRLINER  de- 
scending into  Tbilisi,  my 
pretty  seatmate  asked  if  I 
would  help  her  with  her 
luggage.  "I  need  you,"  she 
said  with  the  absolute 
confidence  that  I  would 
comply. 

With  13  suitcases,  she 
certainly  needed  someone. 

In  return,  she  arranged  my  ride  to 
the  hotel,  translated  my  customs  form 
and  introduced  me  to  her  friends,  the 
customs  inspectors.  It  turned  out  that 
my  travel  companion  was  the  hotel's 
courier,  and  the  customs  inspectors 
were  her  friends,  indeed.  They  waved 
me  through  customs  smilingly  while 
making  two  Frenchmen  unbundle 
their  skis  and  open  their  money  belts. 

Without  knowing  it,  I  had  just 
received  my  first  lesson  in  why  so 
many  Georgians  achieve  very  old  age. 

Extreme  old  age  is  legendary  in  the 
ex-Soviet  Republic  of  Georgia,  a  Cau- 
casus Mountain  garden  spot  south  of 
Russia  and  east  of  the  Black  Sea.  Pre- 
sumed responsible  for  the  longevity 
are  yogurt,  genes,  clean  air,  regularity 
and  lack  of  stress.  All  are  true  to  some 
extent. 

But  researchers  on  the  first  long- 
range,  nationwide  scientific  study  say 
there's  more.  They've  discovered  an 
important  role  of  attitudes,  as  generat- 
ed by  Georgia's  particular  family  life. 
These  attitudes  are  hand-me-downs 
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from  3,000  years  of  families  develop- 
ing into  tribes  and  then  into  a  nation. 

The  key  element  is  need,  and  its 
fulfillment. 

My  second  lesson  came  the  next 
day  at  a  small  business  lunch.  I'd 
heard  that  Georgians  offer  toast  after 
toast  when  guests  are  present,  and  I 
lost  count  at  15.  But  the  point  here 
was  the  first  toast.  The  man  at  the 
head  of  the  table  raised  his  glass  to  me 
and  said,  "Here's  to  whomever  awaits 
you  at  home;  whomever  needs  you." 

Thus,  after  two  heavy  hints,  I  went 
to  the  Institute  of  Experimental  Mor- 
phology of  the  Georgian  Academy  of 
Sciences  to  interview  researchers  of 
"the  phenomenon  of  the  long-livers," 
as  they  put  it.  In  this  monument  to 


Stalinist  architecture,  I  met  Dr.  Nino 
A.  Djavakhishvili,  the  director,  and 
Dr.  Semeon  M.  Dalakishvili,  the  sci- 
entific director. 

These  zesty  medical  doctors  —  72 
and  57  years  old  respectively  —  spoke 
alternately  to  an  interpreter  who 
relayed  it  to  me  in  English.  They  said 
that  every  summer  since  the  early 
1970s,  they  had  sent  out  field  workers 
to  find  and  interview  very  old  individ- 
uals and  their  families,  and  even  chil- 
dren. They  verified  some  notions  and 
debunked  others. 

For  example,  age  claims  in  the 
140s  and  160s  were  traced  generally 
to  faulty  records,  mistaken  identity 
and  differences  in  calendar  usage.  The 
doctors  consider  about  120  years  as 
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Longer  Lives 


the  maximum  for  the  human 
organism. 

On  genes,  they  conclud- 
ed that  there  is  no  single 
one  responsible  for  longevi- 
ty. And  they  found  the  geo- 
graphic distribution  of  the 
very  old  to  be  spread  evenly,  not  clus- 
tered in  the  northwest  where  the 
ancient  Greeks  and  Persians  first 
wrote  of  them. 

But  more  important,  they  were  the 
first  to  measure  family  attitudes:  What 
do  the  children  think  of  their  grand- 
parents? How  do  young  people  antici- 
pate their  own  retirement? 

Conclusion:  "The  critical  time  for 
everyone  is  the  approach  of  retirement 
age,"  the  doctors  said.  "We  are  certain 
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that  a  person  must  feel  that 
he  or  she  will  be  needed  by 
someone  after  retirement. 
FeeUng  needed  helps  a  per- 
son overcome  all  adversity 
in  Ufe,"  the  doctors  claimed. 
"As  retirement  approach- 
es," they  explained,  "these  potential 
long-livers  know  they  won't  be  earn- 
ing as  much.  Maybe  they  face  loneli- 
ness. And  they  may  think  they  are  no 
longer  needed.  But  if  they  overcome 
these  psychological  problems,  they 
have  good  chances  of  achieving  an 
active,  extreme  old  age." 

Dr.  Dalakishvili  added,  "Even  in 
very  old  age,  you  can  be  very  active 
and  sociable,  a  good  companion  to 
travel  with,  and  good  company  at  the 


table." 

As  proof  of  his  claims,  Dalakishvili 
told  about  taking  a  group  of  old  people 
to  Japan  in  1986  at  the  invitation  of  a 
commercial  firm.  "They  had  a  very 
long  trip  and  arrived  very  tired.  But 
they  went  straight  into  interviews,  and 
soon  they  were  singing  and  dancing, 
showing  great  sense  of  humor. 

"Later  in  Italy,  five  of  them  ranging 
in  age  from  86  to  103  years  went  for  a 
10-minute  television  taping.  But  they 
raised  the  pitch  of  interest  so  high  by 
dancing,  singing  and  cracking  jokes, 
that  the  producers  let  it  run  for  a  full 
30  minutes,"  Dalakishvili  said. 

What  about  yogurt? 

"Oh,  that's  an  American  question," 
he  said.  "You're  always  looking  for  a 
quick  fix,  a  pill  or  a  product. 

RATIONAL  eating  is  one  of  the 
most  important  elements.  Yogurt 
came  from  the  Turks.  It  contains 
two  special  bacteria.  But  in  Georgia 
we  use  another  dairy  product,  matzoni. 
It  too  is  homemade,  but  it  contains 
bacteria  not  present  in  yogurt.  Each 
long-liver  takes  a  glass  before  bed.  It's 
a  tradition.  But  for  effect,  this  habit 
must  be  started  at  a  very  early  age. 
And  there's  another  good  homemade 
product,  nadugi.  It  resembles  your  cot- 
tage cheese." 

Then  the  doctors  sprang  a  real 
mind-boggier: 

"There's  also  a  special  interest  in 
Georgian  honey.  It's  different.  We 
began  studying  it  because  60  to  70 
percent  of  these  long-livers  are  smok- 
ers. So  we  did  a  rat  test.  We  fed  honey 
to  one  group  of  rats  but  not  the  control 
group.  Then  we  gave  both  groups 
lethal  doses  of  nicotine.  One  group 
didn't  die  immediately  but  the  other 
did.  We  are  still  studying  some  other 
unusual  features  of  Georgian  honey, 
but  cannot  speak  of  them  just  yet." 

As  I  left  the  good  doctors,  I  hap- 
pened to  ask  Dr.  Djavakhishvili  if  she 
was  considering  retiring  any  time 
soon.  "Oh  yes,"  she  said,  "when..." 
Dr.  Dalakishvili  interupted  her,  and 
with  a  grin,  said,  "But  we  still  need 
her  here." 

The  next  morning,  after  a  breakfast 
of  honey,  nadugi  and  matzoni,  I  head- 
ed to  an  interview  unrelated  to  old 
age.  But  there  I  found  a  living  exam- 
ple of  what  the  doctors  were  talking 
about. 

In  a  100-year-old  stone  mansion,  I 
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DO  WE  NEED 


A  NATIONAL 


By  Grover  G.  Norquist 

This  scheme  won't 
replace  the  income  tax, 
but  only  add  to  it. 


THE  UNITED 

B Stales  does  not 
t  need  a  broad- 
S  based  consump- 
?:  tion  tax  such  as  a 
national  sales  tax. 
Nor  does  it  need  a 
value  added  tax  (VAT)  —  a  sales  tax 
leveled  at  every  stage  of  production. 

We  have  a  great  deal  of  experience 
with  sales  taxes  and  consumption 
taxes  at  the  state  level  in  America  and 
throughout  Europe. 

Looking  to  our  friends  across  the 
ocean  who  have  a  history  of  con- 
sumption taxes,  we  notice  one  thing 
very  quickly:  Every  nation  in  Europe 
has  a  value  added  tax,  a  personal 
income  tax,  a  corporate  income  tax, 
excise  taxes  and  payroll  taxes. 

Although  always  promised  as  a 
replacement  tax,  national  consump- 
tion taxes  really  turn  out  to  be  an 
additional  tax  on  top  of  all  the  old, 
miserable,  inefficient  taxes  the  politi- 
cians promised  to  get  rid  of. 

Gentle  reader,  take  a  good  look  at 
Congress.  Take  a  look  at  the  Senate 
and  the  special  interests  that  have 
filled  the  cabinet  and  White  House. 
Do  you  believe  for  one  moment  that 

Grover  G.  Norquist  is  president  of 
Americans  For  Tax  Reform,  a  citizens ' 
lobby  group  located  in  Washington, 
D.C. 


this  gang  of  tax-and-spendaholics  will 
take  the  hundreds  of  billions  of  dol- 
lars that  would  flow  from  a  national 
sales  tax  and  use  them  to  eliminate 
the  income  tax?  Never. 
They  will  spend  every  thin 
dime.  And  more. 

As  Richard  Rahn,  the 
former  chief  economist  for 
the  United  States  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  shown 
repeatedly,  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress has  spent  an  addi- 
tional $1.50  for  every  dol- 
lar in  taxes  it  raises.  Congress  spends 
more  than  the  new  tax  brings  in 
because  it  anticipates  even  higher 
taxes  in  the  future. 

There  are  now  before  Congress 
several  pieces  of  legislation  to  impose 
a  national  consumption  tax  on  the 
American  people.  Sen.  Ernest  P. 
Boilings  of  South  CaroHna  has  called 
for  an  additional  $150  billion  through 
a  5-percent  VAT.  Rep.  John  D.  Din- 
gell  of  Michigan  wants  a  5-percent 
VAT  that  would  grow  to  10  percent. 

The  European  experience  shows 
that  VATs  tend  to  grow  rapidly.  In 
Denmark,  the  national  sales  tax  came 
in  at  10  percent  in  1967  and  grew  to 
22  percent  by  1980.  Sweden  coyly 
added  an  11 -percent  national  sales  tax 
■in  1969  without  any  problems.  Now  it 
is  up  to  25  percent. 

Consumption  taxes  are  easy  to 
raise  because  they  are  hidden  in  the 
cost  of  the  products.  Politicians  love 
to  increase  the  VAT  or  other  sales 
taxes  and  watch  consumers-voters 
turn  their  wrath  unjustly  on  business- 
men for  greedily  raising  prices.  Mean- 
while, the  real  culprits  of  sales  tax 
inflation  —  greedy  politicians  —  take 
just  a  little  more  off  the  top. 

As  the  late  economist  Warren 


VALUE 
ADDED  TAX 

A  tax  leveled  at 
every  stage  of  pro- 
duction becomes  a 
hidden  cost  that 
consumers  must 
pay  in  higher  prices, 


Brookes  once  said,  "The  VAT  has 
been  used  again  and  again  not  to 
make  the  tax  system  more  economi- 
cally efficient,  but  to  generate  vast 
increases  in  revenues,  giving  politi- 
cians —  even  conservative  ones  — 
temptations  they  find  almost  impossi- 
ble to  resist." 

In  Europe,  the  VAT  is  also  used  to 
favor  or  discriminate  against  certain 
industries  and  products.  The  right 
political  contributions  can  get  your 
product  a  lower  tax  rate,  while  the 
wrong  political  affiliations  bring  your 
product  a  higher  VAT  rate. 

A  value  added  tax  is  a  terrible  bur- 
den on  small  businessmen,  who  in 
effect,  are  conscripted  as  tax  collectors 
for  the  welfare  state.  It  is  no  surprise 
that  one  of  the  top  goals  of  the 
600,000-member  National  Federation 
of  Independent  Businesses  is  to 
oppose  a  VAT  or  national  sales  tax. 

Consumption  taxes  would  not  help 
America.  They  would  hurt.  As  it  is  in 
Europe,  a  sales  tax  would  end  up 
being  an  additional  tax,  rather  than  a 
Please  turn  to  page  57 
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NATIONAL 
SALES  TAX 

Economic  studies 
sfiow  ttiat  a  sales 
tax  of  16  percent 
would  generate  the 
amount  of  revenue 
now  coming  from  the 
present  income  tax. 


By  Steven  L.  Hayes  and 
George  Chelekis 

A  consumption  tax  is 
better  than  today's 
unfair  income  tax. 


IN  1815  when  Eng- 
land faced  the  prob- 
lems  of  a  high 
national  debt  and 
a  declining  stan- 
dard of  living,  the 
parliament  stunned 
the  world  by  eliminating  the  country's 
income  tax.  The  result?  England  experi- 
enced an  unprecedented  60-year  growth 
period  that  came  to  be  known  as  the  Indus- 
trial Revolution. 

But  shortly  after  the  British  Parlia- 
ment reinstated  the  income  tax,  the 
decline  of  Britain  resumed  again,  and 
conrinues  to  the  present  day. 

The  United  States  today  is  much 


like  England  was  in  1815.  For  the 
first  time  in  this  country's  history,  our 
children  and  grandchildren  are  facing 
a  future  lifestyle  inferior  to  that  which 
our  parents  and  grandparents  enjoyed. 
High-paying  jobs  evaporate  in  each 
day's  newspaper  headlines  and  the 
decade  ahead  looks  grimmer  by  the 
minute.  What's  gone  wrong? 

An  increasing  number  of  econo- 
mists, politicians  and  business  leaders 
have  concluded  that  our  present 
income  tax  system  is  to  blame.  It 
penalizes  productivity,  inhibits  sav- 
ings and  investment,  and  subsidizes 
foreign  manufacturers  competing 
against  U.S.  corporations. 

The  more  we  work,  the  higher  the 
tax  rate  —  a  disincentive,  in  itself,  to 
toil  harder  or  produce  more.  With  the 
government  taxing  interest  and  divi- 
dends they  earn,  families  no  longer 
see  an  advantage  to  saving. 

Our  present  income  tax  system  has 
become  incomprehensible.  In  a  1991 
survey.  Money  magazine  challenged 
49  professional  tax  preparers  to  cal- 
culate the  correct  income  tax  for  a 


hypothetical  family.  The 
amount  the  tax  experts 
advised  the  family  to  pay 
ranged  from  $6,807  to 
$73,247.  Only  five  of  the 
preparers  came  within  10 
percent  of  the  correct  fig- 
ure, $18,724. 

The  IRS  tax-code  regu- 
lations and  rulings  exceed 
10,000  pages,  making  tax 
compliance  both  impossi- 
ble to  understand  and 
enforce. 

So,  it  isn't  much  of  a 
surprise  that  the  majority 
of  Americans  feel  that  our 
tax  system  is  unfair  and 
that  most  people  believe 
that  many  pay  less 
than  their  share. 

Clearly,   it  is 
time  for  a  change. 
And  revisions  to 
the  tax  code  is  not 
the  solution.  The 
last    major  tax 
reform  in  1986, 
which  further  com- 
plicated the  code, 
has  been  blamed  for  many 
of  today's  economic  woes 
in  real  estate  and  banking. 

The  only  workable 
alternative  to  further 
income  tax  complexity  is  to  abolish 
the  income  tax  system  altogether.  In 
its  place,  enact  a  national  retail  sales 
tax.  All  of  our  major  international 
trading  partners  use  a  similar  tax. 

An  econometric  simulation  pre- 
pared by  Dr.  John  Quails,  president  of 
Micro  Economics,  Ltd.,  concluded 
that  replacing  the  present  income  tax 
with  a  national  sales  tax  would 
markedly  increase  jobs,  dramatically 
elevate  the  private  savings  rate  and 
would  make  the  United  States  more 
competitive  overseas.  Take  home  pay 
would  rise  over  $3,000  annually  for  a 
typical  family. 

The  6  billion  hours  Americans 
spend  annually  preparing  their  tax 
returns  could  be  spent  on  more  produc- 
tive activities.  April  15th  could  become 
just  another  day  on  the  calendar.  More 
Please  turn  to  page  57 

Steven  L.  Hayes  is  the  president  of 
Citizens  for  an  Alternative  Tax  Sys- 
tem. George  Chelekis  is  the  author  of 
The  Official  Government  Auction 
Guide. 
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The  governmenfs  key  players  in  veterans'  affairs  face 
file  issues:  VAs  role  in  health-care  reform,  the  future 
of  VA  research  and  the  giant  backlog  of  claims. 


■■■■■jK  S  THE  nation  teeters  indecisively  on  the  cru- 
1p  ^^^^  issues  of  national  health  care  and  the  bud- 
I   ^       deficit,  the  future  of  the  health-care  system 
H   I    W       veterans  hangs  precariously  in  the  balance. 
B   I    w      What  happens  to  veterans'  medical  care 
V         p  and  other  VA  benefits  earned  by  the  men  and 
■    A    1  women  who  served  their  country  in  time  of 
"    ^    *  need  depends  largely  on  the  collective  wills  of 
three  men  in  Washington: 

•  Rep.  G.V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery,  chairman  of  the 
House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee  since  1981; 

•  Jesse  Brown,  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs;  and 

•  Sen.  John  D.  "Jay"  Rockefeller,  serving  his  first  term 
as  chairman  of  the  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committee. 

On  behalf  of  America's  veterans,  THE  AMERICAN 
Legion  magazine  brought  these  key  policymakers  together 
for  a  rare  three-way  interview  to  learn  their  views  on  these 
critical  issues. 

AMERICAN  Legion  Magazine:  what  changes  would 

you  like  to  see  in  the  proposed  1994  budget  of  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)? 

REP.  G.U.  "Sonny"  Montgomery:  It  really  is  a  fair 

budget  and  President  Clinton  has  lived  up  to  his  commit- 
ment that  veterans  would  be  treated  fairly.  Medical  care  is 
getting  a  much-needed  $1  billion  increase. 

But  the  administration's  funding  level  for  VA  research 
would  have  hurt.  It  would  have  meant  a  reduction  of  more 
than  700  research  employees,  no  new  research  efforts  and 
cutbacks  in  existing  ones. 

However,  with  the  funding  level  approved  by  the  House, 
we  can  maintain  our  current  research  program  and  perhaps 
initiate  a  few  new  projects.  [Senate  action  is  pending.]  As 
welcome  as  a  $252  million  level  would  be,  it's  still  about 
$75  million  short. 

Medical  research  is  the  best  money  we  can  spend.  We 


get  better  doctors,  better  researchers.  And  when  we  come 
up  with  something  good,  we  pass  it  on  to  the  private  sector 
so  all  Americans  benefit,  not  just  the  veteran.  {See  "VA 
Research:  We  All  Benefit,  "  Page  22.) 

Among  many  other  advances,  VA  research  helped 
develop  the  kidney  machine  and  cured  tuberculosis.  If  VA 
had  this  research  program  20  years  earlier,  my  father  would 
still  be  living. 

VA  SECRETARY  JESSE  BROWN:  Yes,  VA  research  is 
crucial  to  all  Americans. 

For  example,  VA  was  instrumental  in  determining  that 
the  same  treatment  for  hypertension  is  not  applicable  to  dif- 
ferent people  based  on  race  and  age.  In  addition,  we  were 
on  the  cutting  edge  of  research  that  produced  the  CAT- 
scan. 

Our  strong  research  efforts  have  always  allowed  us  to 
attract  and  keep  creative  minds  in  the  VA  medical  system. 

But  if  I  may  return  to  the  budget  matter.  We  want  to 
maintain  current  services  in  health  care.  And  we  needed  a 
billion  dollars  just  to  do  that. 

In  spite  of  this  increase,  I  still  must  prioritize  how  the 
money  is  spent.  But,  my  number  one  concern  in  any  deci- 
sion I  make  is  to  ensure  that  there  is  minimum  impact  on 
veterans  and  their  families. 

Q.  What  is  the  possibility  —  as  the  Legion  has  recom- 
mended —  that  VA  will  be  reimbursed  by  Medicare 
and  Medicaid  for  treating  veterans  at  VA  facilities? 

MONTGOMERY:  That  was  dead  on  arrival.  We  passed  the 
legislation  and  it  was  jointly  referred  to  [Rep.]  Pete  Stark 
[chairman,  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  on 
Health]  and  he  killed  it.  But  if  you  are  going  to  get  veter- 
ans' hospitals  involved  in  national  health  care,  you're  going 
to  have  to  let  us  take  in  Medicare  and  Medicaid  patients 
and  let  them  pay  into  those  hospitals. 
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VETERAN  SUMMIT— House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee  Ctiairman 
n/lontgomery,  VA  Secretary  Brown  and  Senate  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee  Cfiairman  Rocl<efeller  ta//t  with  Legion  officials. 

SEN.  JOHN  D.  ROCKEFELLER:  I  think  a  lot  really  does 
depend  on  what  happens  on  the  overall  national  health-care 
reform  package.  And  I  know  that  is  certainly  one  of  the 
options  they  are  looking  at. 

If  VA  is  put  in  competition  with  other  non-VA  health- 
care systems,  then  that  would  logically  follow.  I  have 
warned  the  President  —  and  Secretary  Brown  has  also 
made  it  very  clear  —  that  unless  the  VA  remains  a  separate 
system,  it  would  be  slowly  absorbed  and  become  extinct, 
just  like  it  happened  in  Canada. 

Q.  If  you  had  your  druthers,  would  you  make  VA  an 
equal  competitor  in  the  health-care  market  place? 

ROCKEFELLER:  It  would  depend  on  the  level  of  competi- 
tion and  whether  it  is  affordable.  So  much  depends  on  what 
comes  out  of  the  Hill.  If  long-term  care  is  put  into  the  bene- 
fit core  package  —  there  could  be  more  uses  of  VA.  But  in 
any  event,  I  want  to  make  sure  that  the  VA  system  is  a 
stand-alone  system. 

Q.  Secretary  Brown,  with  the  downsizing  of  the  mili- 
tary going  on  and  thousands  of  veterans  hitting  the 
streets,  will  you  be  able  to  handle  all  the  people  coming 
into  the  VA  system? 

Please  turn  page 
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Chairman  of  the  House  Veterans  Affairs 
Comnnittee,  Rep.  G.V.  "Sonny"  IVIontgomery: 

"The  A,  B  and  C  categories  of  rating 
veterans'  priority  at  care  just  didn't  worl<.  Ttie 
administration  is  considering  offering  higiier- 
income  veterans  access  to  VA  tieaitti  care 
as  part  of  its  nationai  tieaitii-care  reform. " 

Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Jesse  Brown: 

7  support  file  idea  of  one-person  [BVA] 
decision  boards,  if  nettling  clianges,  our 
[ciaims]  bacl<log  is  going  to  increase  to 
900,000  cases  by  1994,  and  tiiafs  witt)  an 
additionai  93  fuii-time  empioyees." 

Chairman  of  the  Senate  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee  Sen.  John  D.  "Jay"  Rocl<efeller: 

"Ttie  downsizing  of  tine  miiitary  is  not  just  a 
question  of  tieaitti  care,  but  of  job  training 
and  \Ntiat  we  need  to  do  better.  We're  not 
very  good  at  ttiat  in  our  country.  But  i  thinl<  in 
our  VA  system  we  can  stiow  tlie  way. " 
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"SONNY"  MONTGOMERY 

"Medical  research  is  the 
best  money  we  can  spend. 
We  get  better  doctors, 
better  researchers." 


JESSE  BROWN 


"My  number  one  concern  in  any 
decision  I  make  is  to  ensure 

that  there  is  minimum  impact  on 
veterans  and  their  families." 


"JAY"  ROCKEFELLER 

"Unless  VA  remains  a  separate 

system,  it  would  be  slowly 
absorbed  and  become  extinct, 
just  like  in  Canada." 


BROWN:  With  respect  to  downsizing, 
we  don't  anticipate  any  problems  in 
terms  of  its  impact  on  the  VA  health- 
care system.  We  hope  to  have  a  sys- 
tem that's  going  to  be  expanded  to 
accommodate  all  veterans.  Our  pro- 
posal is  that  they  would  have  access; 
they  would  have  a  choice  to  come  to 
the  VA  or  go  to  the  private  sector. 

ROCKEFELLER:  The  downsizing  of 
the  military  is  not  just  a  question  of 
health  care,  but  the  whole  matter  of 
job  training  and  what  we  need  to  do 
better  in  the  VA  system  in  terms  of 
really  making  job  training  work. 
We've  not  been  very  good  at  that  in 
our  country.  But  1  think  in  our  VA 
system  we  can  show  the  way. 

Q.  Is  that  your  goal,  too.  Chairman 
Montgomery  —  to  have  a  veterans 
system  that  all  veterans  would  have 
access  to? 

MONTGOMERY:  Yes,  It  s  Jesse 
Brown's  idea  and  1  like  it.  The  A,  B 
and  C  categories  of  rating  veterans' 
priority  of  care  just  didn't  work. 

As  I  understand  it,  the  administra- 
tion is  considering  offering  higher- 
income  veterans  access  to  VA  health 
care  as  part  of  its  national  health-care 
reform. 

One  part  of  the  plan  would  address 
VA  health  care.  It  would  call  for  VA 
to  continue  to  offer  cost-free  care  to 
service-connected  and  lower  income 
veterans.  But  it  would  also  let  VA 
compete  with  other  health  plans.  VA 
would  be  reimbursed  for  its  care  of 
higher-income  veterans  who  have 
been  shut  out  of  the  system. 

What  veterans'  organizations  like, 
and  I  do  too,  is  that  VA  would  keep 
those  reimbursements.  I  think  the  key 
is  how  many  veterans  would  use  the 
system.  Some  veterans  who  have 
relied  on  VA  in  the  past  might  not  use 
VA  hospitals  if  they  get  other  choices 
under  national  health-care  reform. 
They  might  go  to  private  or  public 
hospitals. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  convenience,  you 
mean? 

,  MONTGOMERY:  That's  right.  Conve- 
I  nience,  that's  the  key. 

I  BROWN:  That's  good.  Because  that 
5  means  VA  is  going  to  have  to  work 
I  harder.  We're  going  to  have  to  say,  "I 


want  you  to  come  to  VA  because  we 
do  it  better  —  the  quality  of  services 
we  provide  is  much  better  than  those 
at  private  hospitals."  It  means  every- 
one will  be  competing  for  a  market 
share  of  veterans.  I  think  that's  good 
for  VA  and  it's  good  for  veterans. 

Q.  One  thing  that's  going  on  right 
now  that  isn't  good  for  veterans  is 
the  huge  backlog  of  work  at  the  Vet- 
erans Benefits  Administration 
(VBA).  Many  veterans  are  com- 
plaining it  is  taking  too  long  to  settle 
their  claims.  What's  the  problem? 

Brown :  Right  now,  we  have  a  back- 
log of  about  600,000  claims  by  veter- 
ans and  their  survivors.  Just  two  or 
three  years  ago,  that  backlog  was 
300,000  cases.  If  nothing  changes,  our 
backlog  is  going  to  increase  to 
900,000  cases  by  1994,  and  that's  with 
an  additional  93  full-time  employees 
(PTEs). 

Q.  Is  the  Court  of  Veterans 
Appeals  (COVA)  to  blame  for  the 
backlog,  or  is  it  because  the  VA 
Central  Office  is  not  getting  the 
rules  out  to  regional  offices  fast 
enough? 

BROWN:  I  wish  I  could  respond  very 
simply  to  that.  You  are  absolutely 
right  when  you  say  COVA  has  had  a 
dramatic  impact  on  workload  and 
timeliness.  The  mandate  that  is  being 
placed  on  VA  to  universally  apply  to 
every  court  decision  makes  it  very  dif- 
ficult for  us  to  keep  up  with  the  work- 
load. 

But  I  do  not  question  the  wisdom 
of  judicial  review.  I  support  the  con- 
cept. It  works  for  veterans. 

It  is  also  important  to  note  that, 
while  we  have  not  experienced  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  claims,  the 
claims  have  become  more  complex, 
making  them  more  difficult  to  process. 

For  instance,  we  know  that  during 
the  Vietnam  era,  most  veterans  only 
claimed  two  or  three  conditions.  Now, 
the  average  number  of  conditions 
being  claimed  is  somewhere  around 
six  or  seven. 

A  lot  of  that  is  because  of  the  mili- 
tary downsizing.  Many  people  who 
are  being  forced  out  feel  they  have 
been  victimized,  and  we  have  service 
organizations  taking  a  very  aggressive 
stance  in  helping  these  veterans  com- 
P lease  turn  to  page  62 
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WHAT  HOMDSIXUALS  WANT 


FROM  AMERICA 


By  Gurney  Williams  III 

- .      '5    ICHARD'S  problem 
isn't  immediately  evi- 
'Y'l     '!    !     dent  when  you  scan  his 
resume.  He  holds  de- 
■  grees  from  Yale,  Duke 

4*  ^  and  the  Catholic  Univer- 
I*"'  sity  of  America.  As  a 

member  of  the  Army 
National  Guard  for  nine 
and  a  half  years,  he  rose  to  the  level  of 
brigade  staff  officer. 

Now  he's  got  a  thriving  practice  as 
a  psychotherapist.  His  lover  of  many 
years  holds  down  a  good  job  with  a 
blue-chip  company.  But  Richard,  52, 
doesn't  dare  go  to  the  company 
dances,  because  his  lover  is  a  man. 

A  frequent  contributor  to  this  mag- 
azine, Gurney  Williams  III  wrote, 
"Virtual  Reality"  in  the  February 
issue. 


GAYS'  LEGISLATIVE 


agenda  masks  what 


they  really  seek: 


society's  approval 


of  their  behavior. 


"If  they  knew  he  was  gay,  it  might 
be  held  against  him,"  Richard  says. 

Like  many  homosexuals,  he  hopes 
for  full  legal  sanctioning  of  his  rela- 
tionship and  more  protection  from 
laws  that  prohibit  discrimination  in 
employment  and  housing. 

But  like  many  gay  people  today. 


he's  looking  for  something  more  — 
acceptance.  "I  think  that  the  protec- 
tions and  the  recognitions  that  the  gay 
community  is  seeking  from  legisla- 
tures are  proxies  for  acceptance  by 
society,"  Richard  says. 

The  hope  for  such  acceptance 
never  shows  up  on  any  platform, 
agenda  or  lists  of  demands  from  the 
gay  community,  although  it  may  be 
the  one  tacit  goal  most  gays  seek. 
Leaders  of  homosexual  groups  vehe- 
mently deny  that  there  is  a  unified 
"gay  agenda"  to  be  welcome  in  Amer- 
ican society. 

"To  say  that  all  gay  people  have 
the  same  list  of  demands  would  be 
like  saying  that  all  Presbyterians  want 
the  same  things,"  says  lesbian  Miriam 
Ben-Shalom,  a  former  Army  drill 
sergeant. 

Yet  gay  demonstrators  frequently 
rally  around  lists  of  legislative  goals, 
and  homosexual  writers  also  make  the 
same  assertions.  Here  are  some  of  their 
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FAMILY  TIES— Gays  march  to  make  homosexual  marriages  legal. 


AIMING  AT  THE  muJARy— Demonstrators  prote 


WIIIII 

loiiosmgms 
WANT 


oft-repeated  demands  and 
what  critics  have  to  say 
about  them. 

A  new  national  civil 
rights  law  and  an  end  to 
sodomy  statutes.  Seven 
states  —  Wisconsin,  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, 
Hawaii,  New  Jersey,  Vermont  and 
California  — have  passed  laws  protect- 
ing homosexuals  against  discrimina- 
tion. Now,  many  gays  are  seeking  a 
comprehensive  federal  law,  similar  to 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  that  pro- 
hibits discrimination  against  blacks. 

And  they're  campaigning  for  repeal 
of  laws  that  make  sodomy  a  crime  in 
about  half  the  states.  Gay-rights  advo- 
cates say  they  just  want  a  guarantee 
that  they'll  be  treated  like  other  Amer- 
icans. 

But  critics  contend  that  "gay 
rights"  is  really  a  code  name  for  "pref- 
erential treatment." 

"What  the  homosexuals  are  de- 
manding are  special  rights  based  on 
how  they  have  sex,"  says  Cliff  Kincaid, 
a  Washington,  D.C.,  political  analyst. 
"It  would  be  unprecedented  to  give 
special  rights  to  people  based  on  how 
they  have  sex.  I  don't  have  any  special 
rights  because  I'm  heterosexual." 

Protection  against  discrimination 
in  housing  and  employment.  The 
National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  reports  that  between  16  per- 


CRITICS  CONTEND 


that  gay  rights  is 


a  code  name  for 


preferential 


treatment. 


cent  and  44  percent  of  respondents  to 
surveys  of  gays  between  1980  and 
1991  faced  some  sort  of  discrimina- 
tion on  the  job  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation.  Work-related  problems 
ranged  from  sexual  harassment  to  dis- 
missal to  more  subtle  problems  that 
laws  alone  may  never  change. 

Homosexual  advocates  say  dis- 
crimination in  housing  is  more  readily 
apparent  because  potential  landlords 
often  meet  gay  couples  at  housing 
sites  and  reject  them  on  the  spot.  To 
avoid  such  judgments,  between  40 
percent  and  72  percent  of  gays  sur- 
veyed by  the  NGLTF  say  they  have 
concealed  their  sexual  orientation  to 
avoid  housing  discrimination. 

Some  critics  assert  that  they  don't 


really  care  what  homosexuals  do  in 
the  privacy  of  their  own  bedroom.  So 
why  not  new  laws  assuring  gays  that 
they  can  rent  the  bedroom?  "It's  sim- 
ple discrimination,"  says  Ellen  Carton, 
executive  director  of  the  New  York 
chapter  of  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
against  Defamation. 

The  issues  aren't  so  simple,  says 
Peter  LaBarbera,  editor  of  Lambda 
Report,  a  newsletter  sharply  critical  of 
the  homosexual  movement.  Under 
gay-rights  housing  laws,  he  says,  land- 
lords would  have  no  right  to  refuse  to 
rent  even  if  they  are  offended  by  a  ten- 
ant's behavior. 

LaBarbera  says  "That  leads  down  a 
slippery  slope"  to  laws  that  might 
require  landlords  to  rent  to  other  peo- 
ple, gay  or  straight,  engaging  in  behav- 
ior that  offends  or  endangers  other  ten- 
ants or  the  property.  "As  a  homeowner 
I  should  have  the  right  not  to  rent  based 
on  the  fact  of  what  people  might  do  in 
my  home,"  LaBarbera  says. 

Sanctions  for  gay  marriages  and 
nontraditional  families.  A  1991  sta- 
tistical portrait  of  today's  household 
from  the  Marriage  and  Family  Divi- 
sion of  the  Census  Bureau  shows  that 
only  a  quarter  of  all  U.S.  families  are 
"traditional"  —  a  married  man  and 
woman  with  children  under  18.  Since 
1970,  there  has  been  a  six-fold 
increase  in  the  number  of  unmarried 
couples  who  live  together,  up  to  about 
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ie  Pentagon's  ban  on  gays. 


MORE  MONEY— i4cf;V/sts  stage  a  "die  in"  for  increased  AIDS  researcli. 


3.3  million  U.S.  homes,  according  to 
1992  federal  figures. 

So,  homosexuals  say,  it's  time  that 
laws  support  the  new  American  fami- 
ly. On  a  small  scale,  that's  what  hap- 
pened last  March  at  the  New  York  city 
clerk's  office  when  dozens  of  unmar- 
ried couples  —  many  of  them  gay  — 
paid  $20  to  get  an  "Affidavit  of 
Domestic  Partnership." 

The  official  certificate  opens  a 
long-shut  door  for  gay  couples  to 
exercise  some  of  the  same  rights  as 
married  couples.  City  employees  in  a 
partnership,  for  example,  are  entitled 
to  paid  bereavement  leave  if  their 
partner  dies.  They  can  use  the  docu- 
ment as  one  form  of  evidence  to  prove 
to  the  Housing  Authority  that  a  part- 
ner is  entitled  to  occupancy. 

Only  about  250  couples  chose  to 
obtain  the  certificate  in  the  first  three 
months  of  the  program.  But  Carton  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  alliance  says  it  is 
an  important  first  step.  "We  work,  we 
pay  taxes,  we  have  children.  We  share 
the  same  responsibilities  that  married 
couples  do.  We  deserve  the  same  ben- 
efits," she  says. 

Critics  counter  that  sanctioning  gay 
marriages  could  actually  encourage 
the  continuing  decline  of  the  family. 


OVERALL  ACCEPTANCE— Homosexua/s 
want  other  Americans  to  view  their 
lifestyle  as  normal,  not  as  a  perversion. 


"Once  homosexuals  ask  for  marriage 
licenses  or  the  right  to  register  as  cou- 
ples, then  they're  asking  for  society's 
stamp  of  approval,"  says  Gary  Bauer, 
president  of  the  Family  Research 
Council  in  Washington,  D.C.  Bauer, 
an  undersecretary  of  education  in 
Ronald  Reagan's  administration,  is 
fervently  against  such  approval. 

"There  are  all  kinds  of  folks  who 
might  want  approval,"  he  says.  If  laws 
approve  the  homosexual  couple,  "how 
does  society  say  no  to  three  adults 
who  are  living  together  in  a  sexual 


relationship?  Suppose  a  40-year-old 
man  and  a  13-year-old  girl  want  to 
live  together,  and  legally  you've 
already  said  you'll  recognize  unusual 
living  arrangements.  How  do  you  say 
no  to  that  couple?" 

School  curricula  that  present 
gays  in  a  positive  light.  The  contro- 
versy roiled  in  New  York  City  this 
year  when  School  Chancellor  Joseph 
Fernandez  lost  his  job,  in  part  because 
of  his  bombshell  plan  to  introduce  a 
"Children  of  the  Rainbow"  curricu- 
Please  turn  to  page  58 
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Veterans  update 


SMOMNG  lUS  MAY  BE  SERVKE-COHiCIED 


I  OME  VETERANS  who 
i  contracted  diseases  caused 
by  smoking  or  other  use  of 
tobacco  may  be  eligible 
for  service-connected  dis- 
ability compensation,  VA  general 
counsel  James  Endicott  Jr.  has  ruled. 
(Survivors  may  be  eligible  for  other 
VA  benefits.) 

Endicott' s  ruling  was  based  on  the 
appeal  of  a  veteran's  widow  who  was 


seeking  compensation  for  her  hus- 
band's death  from  cancer.  Originally, 
the  claim  was  based  on  the  veteran's 
exposure  to  cleaning  solvents  during 
his  nearly  30  years  of  military  service. 
However,  an  independent  medical 
expert  determined  his  cancer  was 
linked  to  smoking. 

Endicott  ruled  that  because  the  ser- 
vices provided  cigarettes  free  or  at 
reduced  prices,  illnesses  linked  to 


smoking  are  service-connected,  if  the 
veteran  was  unaware  of  the  risks  at  the 
time  he  began  the  habit. 

According  to  Legion  experts,  this 
means  that  service-connected  benefits 
will  probably  apply  only  to  veterans  of 
World  War  I,  World  War  II,  Korea 
and  Vietnam,  when  the  risks  of  tobac- 
co were  unknown  or  not  widely  publi- 
cized. Some  experts  believe  the  ruling 
will  open  the  floodgate  to  claims. 


Jobs  for  Veterans 

GIs  who  are  being  downsized  out 
of  the  military  are  looking  for  civilian 
jobs.  Fortunately,  many  U.S.  compa- 
nies are  looking  to  hire  veterans,  as 
evidenced  by  a  recent  Defense  Depart- 
ment job  fair  in  Germany  for  GIs  leav- 
ing the  military.  Some  30  companies, 
including  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
Lockheed,  GTE,  General  Dynamics 
and  the  FBI,  were  on  hand  to  recruit 
the  GIs. 

About  4,400  GIs  participated  in  the 
job  fair  and  some  2,500  job  offers 
were  made,  according  to  Legion  repre- 
sentatives who  attended  the  fair. 

Veterans  also  can  shop  for  jobs  by 
phone. 

The  Defense  Department  maintains 
a  Transition  Bulletin  Board  Databank 
of  jobs  that  can  be  reached  at  1-800- 
727-3677.  The  Army  Employee  and 
Alumni  Network  offers  similar  ser- 
vice at  1-800-445-2049  for  Army  vet- 
erans. 

Danger:  Disabled  Veterans? 

Speaking  on  a  recent  segment  of 
ABC  World  News  Tonight's  "Ameri- 
can Agenda,"  former  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral Anthony  Frank  blamed  disabled 
veterans  for  recent  killing  sprees  at 
U.S.  Postal  Service  facilities.  "The 
[veteran's]  disability  can  be  mental  or 
physical.  There  are  people  that  are 
mentally  unstable  that  are  trained  to 
kill,"  he  said.  National  Commander 
Roger  A.  Munson  said  his  comments 
"maligned  every  disabled  veteran  and 
disparages  the  character  of  all  who 
served."  The  Legion  will  not  let  this 
stand,  Munson  said. 


Shades  of  Star  Trek 

Veterans  who  are  visually  impaired 
or  legally  blind  may  benefit  from  the 
Low  Vision  Enhancement  System 
(LVES),  a  closed-circuit  television 
system  used  like  a  visor. 

The  visor,  similar  to  one  worn  by 
Geordi  in  the  TV  show.  Star  Trek:  The 
Next  Generation,  can  improve  vision 
loss  caused  by  diabetes  and  macular 
degeneration,  according  to  Dr.  Peter 
Lalle,  chief  of  optometry  for  the  Fort 
Howard  and  Baltimore  VA  medical 
centers. 

Unfortunately,  "vision  loss  caused 
by  Glaucoma  and  RP  cannot  be  cor- 
rected by  LVES,"  Lalle  adds,  but 
LVES  may  be  able  to  help  victims  of 
brain  damage  or  stroke,  depending  on 
the  individual  case. 

LVES  is  expected  to  go  on  sale  in 
about  18  months  for  about  $3,000  per 
unit.  But  veterans  with  vision  prob- 
lems —  even  if  the  sight  loss  is  non- 
service-connected  —  may  be  able  to 
obtain  one  free  by  contacting  their 
local  VA  medical  facility.  The  LVES 
will  be  provided  by  VA  Blind  Rehab 
Centers,  Clinics  or  at  one  of  VA's 
Vision  Impairment  Centers  to  Opti- 
mize Remaining  Sight  program  facili- 
ties. For  further  information,  nonveter- 
ans  should  contact  their  local  eye 
doctor. 

VA  Insurance  Hoax 

Veterans  are  asked  to  be  alert  to 
phony  information  about  extra  divi- 
dends on  their  GI  insurance  policies. 
Veterans  entitled  to  regular  annual 
dividends  automatically  receive  them 
once  a  year  on  the  anniversary  date  of 


their  policies. 

The  phony  announcements  say  that 
Congress  has  recently  passed  a  bill 
offering  a  dividend  per  thousand  on 
the  GI's  insurance,  even  if  the  veteran 
has  allowed  the  insurance  to  lapse. 
Veterans  are  wrongly  told  to  apply  for 
the  dividends,  because  they  will  not  be 
paid  out  automatically  by  VA. 

Beware  of  these  false  announce- 
ments —  which  have  continued  to 
appear  for  some  45  years  —  as  VA  is 
now  receiving  about  20,000  inquires 
per  week. 

VA  says  veterans  should  be  skepti- 
cal about  any  information  that  tells 
them  to  apply  for  dividends,  even  if 
their  policies  are  no  longer  in  force. 
All  editors  of  Post  and  Department 
publications  should  verify  the  source 
before  printing  information  concern- 
ing VA  insurance  dividends. 

VA  and  Fast  Food 

According  to  VA's  publication 
Vanguard,  20  Burger  King  outlets  are 
expected  to  open  at  VA  facilities  over 
the  next  three  years.  Dallas  and  Miami 
VA  medical  centers  are  first  on  the 
list.  The  Veterans  Canteen  Service  and 
Burger  King  recently  agreed  on  a 
national  contract  that  would  allow 
Burger  King  franchises  in  VA  medical 
centers. 

VA  By  Phone 

Veterans  who  want  to  contact  their 
nearest  VA  regional  office  can  now  do 
so  with  a  single  number.  Dial  1-800- 
827-1000  and  the  number  will  auto- 
matically connect  you  to  the  nearest 
VA  office.  □ 
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GEL  FILLED  INSOLES 


Gives  you  instant  pain 
relief  -  Eases  the^ 
pounding 
of  nerve 
endings^ 


It  's  like 

walking  on  air  &  cooling 

•  Supports  absorb  shock  while 
standing,  walking  and  running 

•  Stimulates  circulation  to  your  feet, 
legs  and  back 

•  Helps  relieve  cramps 

•  Our  insert  pads  gently  lift  the  meta- 
tarsal bones,  giving  you  instant  relief 

•  Adds  a  new  sense  of  total  relaxation 


▲ 

metatarsal 


▲ 

calluses 


controls  walking  stress 
controls  nerve  endings 


Cushions  your  every  step! 

Think  how  wonderful  it  would  feel  to  walk  without  pain. 
Now  there's  instant  relief  for  those  of  us  who  suffer 
from  the  terrible  discomfort  of  callouses,  burning  feet, 
aching  arches  and  heel  problems.  Our  gel  filled 
liquified  insoles  help  cushion  your  foot  to  eliminate 
pain.  You  see,  when  you  step  down  you  normally 
spread  tissue.  Gel  insoles  absorb  the  shock  from  your 
heels.  In  addition,  it  supports  the  arch  area,  protects 
the  metatarsal  bones  as  well  as  the  balls  of  the  foot. 
Even  cushions  your  toes.  It's  like  placing  a  soft  pillow 
in  your  shoes.  The  gentle  gel  motion  actually  massages 
your  nerve  endings  and  stimulates  circulation.  Light- 
weight. Gel  filled  insoles  automatically  mold  your  shoes 
for  a  custom  fit  every  time.  Great  for  casual  shoes  or 
dress  shoes,  high  heels  or  sandals.  Interchangeable 
from  shoe  to  shoe.  Easily  adjustable,  one  size  fits  all. 


DEER  CREEK  PRODUCTS,  INC.,  Dept.  M346 

3038  N.W.  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach,  PL  33069 
30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee. 

□  One  pair  of  Gel  Insoles  only  $4.95  plus  $2.00 
shipping. 

□  Two  pairs  of  Gel  Insoles  only  $8.95  plus  $3.00 
shipping. 

Name   

Address   

City  

State  Zip  


Now  you  can  move  without  saying 
OH,  MY  ACHING  BACK! 
You  don't  lose  work! 
You  don't  lose  sleep! 

It's  unique  design  comes  with  a  lumbar 
support  pressure  pad  insert  built  right  in. 
It  gives  support  and  reduces  pressure  on 
your  spine.  Just  as  important,  it  gently 
applies  pressure  to  your  lower  back.  Re- 
sults-you  get  instant  relief  from  back  dis- 
comfort and  back  pain.  Ideal  for  work,  those 
important  occasions  or  even  when  just  relax- 
mg  around  the  house.  Adjustable  Velcro  Clo- 
_____  sure  one  size  fits  all. 

Similar  products  sell 
for  $19.95. 

ORTHOPEDIC 
DESIGN 

ELASTIC  SUPPORT 
IS  UNDETECTABLE 
UNDER  CLOTHING 

APPLIES  PRESSURE 
TO  THE  LOWER  BACK 

[~DEERl;RrEirPf^DUCTS~INC',  Deprw 

3038  N.W.  25tti  Ave  Pompano  beach,  FL  33069 
30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee. 

□  One  Lumbar  Support  Belt  only  $9.95  plus  $2.50 
stiipping  &  handling. 

□  Two  Lumbar  Support  Belt  only  $17.95  plus  $3.50 
shipping  &  handling. 

Name   


.Zip. 


Legion  News 


LE6I0N  VOLUNTEERS  BATTLE  BLINDNESS 


EGIONNAIRE 
Ray  Ball  of 
Post  55  stood 
in  the  entrance 
of  the  National 
grocery  store  in 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  next  ' 
to  the  purple  plums 
and  the  yellow-green 
bananas.  Cash  regis- 
ters beeped  in  the 
background  as  Ball 
handed  out  coupons  for 
a  free  box  of  cereal  to 
shoppers. 

Ball  was  one  of  a  pro- 
jected 26,000  other  Le- 
gion volunteers  who  worked 
some  90,000  hours  in  4,400 
stores  nationwide  during 
weekends  last  June  to  dis- 
tribute the  coupons.  By 
putting  the  Kellogg's 
coupons  in  consumers" 
hands,  the  volunteers  were 
helping  to  fight  blindness. 

For  every  store-day  (two 
people  working  7-hour 
shifts),  Kellogg's  donated 
money  to  the  RP  Foundation 
Fighting  Blindness  and  to 
The  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation. 

In  addition  to  a  free  box 
of  cereal,  the  coupons 
offered  discounts  on  other 
Kellogg's  cereals.  Also,  the 
back  of  the  coupons  con- 
tained information  about 
The  American  Legion  and 
RP  Foundation's  Fight 
Against  Blindness. 

Retinitis  pigmentosa 
(RP)  is  a  degenerative  eye 
disease  with  no  known  cure. 
It  starts  as  night  blindness 
followed  by  the  iDss  of 
peripheral  vision.  RP  and 
associated  eye  diseases 
affect  more  than  2.5  million 
Americans.  It  is  most  preva- 
lent in  young  people,  leaving 
many  with  tunnel  vision  or 
legally  blind  by  age  40. 
"Customers  were  real 


receptive  to  the  coupons," 
said  Ball.  "As  they  went 
through  the  check-out  line, 
I'd  see  them  buying  boxes  of 
the  cereal." 

Ball,  Depart- 
ment of  Mis- 
souri  coupon 


HANDY— Guenther  Bodemann,  Post 
2  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was  one 
of  thousands  of  volunteers. 


project  coordinator,  said  he 
and  other  volunteers  distrib- 
uted 2,800  coupons  in  the 
National  store.  He  estimates 
that  about  1,500  Missouri 
volunteers  participated  in  the 
project,  which  was  designed 
to  raise  awareness  about  RP 
and  other  eye  diseases. 
About  600  volunteers  cov- 
ered 80  St.  Louis  stores 
alone,  he  said. 

"It's  tremendous  what 
can  be  done  if  you've  got  the 
people  and  the  cooperation  it 
takes  to  pull  off  something 
of  this  magnitude,"  said 
National  Children  and  Youth 
Commission  Chairman 
Eugene  V.  Lindquist,  who 
helped  Legionnaires  from 
Post  303  of  Fridley,  Minn., 
hand  out  coupons. 

The  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  Sons  of  The 
American    Legion  also 


played  a  big  role  in  the 
coupon  project.  Volunteers 
such  as  Kit  Hudson,  an  Aux- 
iliary member  from  Unit  2 
of  Tempe,  Ariz.,  handed  out 
coupons  at  three  stores  in  the 
Tempe  area.  "Buy  Kellogg's 
products  and  you'll  be  help- 
ing fight  blind- 
ness," Hudson  told 
store  customers  as 
she  stood  in  store 
foyers. 

Hudson  and 
other  Tempe  Le- 
gionnaires also 
handed  out  flyers 
telling  about  the 
Legion  and  its 
many  veterans  and 
children  and  youth 
programs. 

The  nationwide 
project  drew  local 
news  coverage, 
again  demonstrat- 
ing Legionnaires' 
community  in- 
volvement. For 
example,  Pat  Marso  of  Post 
376  in  Oxford,  N.Y.,  who 
handed  out  coupons  for  three 


hours  at  the  Great  American 
store  in  Norwich,  N.Y.,  got 
her  picture  in  the  local  paper. 

"It  was  a  good  cause," 
said  Marso. 

The  project  was  initiated 
in  1992,  when  the  Legion 
and  the  RP  Foundation  ran 
tests  in  Florida,  Georgia, 
Minnesota,  North  Dakota, 
South  Carolina,  South  Dako- 
ta and  Wisconsin.  These 
drew  3,000  Legion  volun- 
teers who  distributed 
500,000  Kellogg's  coupons. 
The  tests  were  so  successful 
that  the  coupon  project  was 
expanded  to  cover  the  entire 
country. 

The  RP  Foundation 
planned  to  send  lapel  pins 
and  certificates  to  project 
coordinators  and  volunteers. 

"Never  before  has  a  cam- 
paign of  this  scope  been  so 
successful,"  said  Robert  M. 
Gray,  executive  director  of 
the  RP  Foundation.  "Thanks 
to  the  Legion  family,  we 
raised  funds  that  will  fight 
blindness  and  help  Ameri- 
ca's youth."  □ 


GAY  'COMPROMISE'  OPPOSED 

NY  POLICY  that  permits  homosexuals 
to  serve  in  the  U.S.  military  is  unaccept- 
able to  The  American  Legion. 

"To  allow  homosexuals  to  serve  in 
the  armed  forces  because  they  keep  their 
sexual  preference  a  secret  is  ridiculous,"  says  National 
Commander  Roger  A.  Munson.  "Homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  military  service." 

At  press  time,  the  Clinton  administration  put  forth 
"compromise"  recommendations  from  Defense  Secre- 
tary Les  Aspin  that  would  weaken  the  Defense 
Department  (DoD)  ban  on  homosexuals.  Under 
Aspin's  "don't  ask,  don't  tell,  don't  pursue"  plan, 
DoD  would  not  ask  recruits  about  sexual  preference 
and  gays  would  be  able  to  stay  in  the  service  as  long 
as  they  keep  their  homosexuality  secret  and  do  not 
impose  it  on  others.  □ 


44 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Amazing  New  Product  Gives 
Crisp,  Ciear  TV  Reception 
WITHOUT  Cabiei 


Until  recently,  the  only  conve- 
nient way  to  guarantee  great  TV 
reception  was  to  get  cable 
installed.  But  who  wants  to  pay 
those  irritating  nnonthly  cable 
fees  just  to  get  clear  reception? 
Now,  thanks  to  years  of  micro- 
electronic research,  a  new 
device  has  been  developed 
that's  so  advanced  it  actually 
makes  other  antennas  a  thing  of 
the  past.  It's  called  the  Super 
Antenna™  and  is  without  a 
doubt  "the  single  most  impor- 
tant thing  you  should  own  if  you 
have  a  TV!" 

A  PICTURE 
OF  ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY! 

Just  imagine  watching  TV  and 
seeing  a  picture  so  brilliantly 
clear  that  you'd  almost  swear 
you  were  there  live!  Just  plug 
this  tiny  2"  x  4"  Super  Antenna™ 
into  any  ordinary  AC  outlet,  con- 
nect your  TV  and  get  ready  for 
the  best  reception  you've  ever 
had  without  cable.  You'll  watch 
in  amazement  as  YOUR  TV  set 
suddenly  displays  a  sharp, 
focused  picture.  You  literally 
"won't  believe  your  eyes!"  Even 
older  TV  sets  suddenly  come  to 
life.  The  Super  Antenna™  is  so 
easy  to  install,  so  convenient  to 
use,  and  so  incredibly  effective 
that  you'll  wonder  how  you  ever 
got  by  without  it! 

A  THOUSAND 
FOOT  ANTENNA? 

Super  Antenna™  is  a  highly 
sophisticated  electronic  product 
(like  a  transistor  radio)  with  a 
simple  function.  It  takes  the 
electrical  wiring  in  your  house  or 
apartment  (hundreds  or  thou- 
sands of  feet)  and  turns  it  into  a 

Allow  up  to  60  days  lor  shipment  ©  U  S,  Buyers  Network:  1993.  (2624) 
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giant  TV  reception  station!  It's 
almost  like  having  an  antenna 
the  size  of  your  entire  house! 
Imagine  how  effective  that 
would  be.  But  there's  more, 
because  Super  Antenna™  takes 
that  signal  and  electronically 
boosts  it  before  it  gets  to  your 
TV  set.  The  results  are  amazing! 
You  can  finally  enjoy  your 
favorite  prime  time  shows  or 
sports  events  the  way  they  were 
meant  to  be  watched. 

WHAT  ABOUT  MY 
TV  "DISH"  ANTENNA? 

Return  it!  Millions  of  these 
things  have  been  sold  in  recent 
years  because  people  were  led 
to  believe  they  would  work  like  a 
satellite  dish.  The  truth  is  that 
they're  no  more  effective  than 
rabbit-ears,  a  loop,  or  rod 
antenna  -  and  people  have 
been  struggling  with  these 
things  for  years!  The  incredible 
Super  Antenna™  makes  every- 
thing else  seem  obsolete.  Just 
plug  it  in  and  watch  it  work. 
There's  simply  NOTHING  ELSE 
better  valued  on  the  market 
today! 

LIMITED  TIME  OFFER! 

Electronic  antennas  like  this 


one  normally  sell  for  $50  or 
more!  But  now,  for  a  limited  time 
(if  you  respond  before 
October  15,  1993),  you  can 
have  the  amazing  Super 
Antenna™  for  just  $9.95. 
Experience  the  best  reception 
you've  ever  had  or  simply  return 
it  within  30  days  for  a  prompt 
and  courteous  refund.  You 
absolutely  must  see  it  to  believe 
it!  ORDER  TODAY. 
P.S.  Works  just  as  good  for  radio 
reception  too!  Limit  3  per  order. 


RESPOIUD  BffORE  OCTOBBt  15TH 
FOR  THS  AMAZING  Om 
YES!  Please  rush  me  the  following 
Super  Antenna™(s). 

□  One  Super  Antenna  for  just  $9.95 
plus  $4  P&H. 

□  SAVE!  Two  for  just  $18.95 
plus  $5  P&H. 

□  SAVE  MORE!  Three  for  just  $27.95 
plus  $6  P&H. 

—  Qty.  Extra  length  6  foot  connection 

cable  just  $2  ea.  (a  $5,00  value). 
Enclosed  $  VA  res.  add  sales  tax. 

Payment  Method  :  (Check  one) 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  □  Visa  □  Master  Card 

□  Amex  □  Diners  □  Discover 

Card  #  


Exp.  Date. 

Name  

Address_ 
Apt.  


.City_ 


.Zip_ 


U.S.  Buyers  Network,  Dept.  AT5235 
One  American  Way,  Roanoke,  VA  24016 


LEGION  NEWS 


LEGION  OPPOSES  IMF  LOANS  TO  VIETNAM 


ESPITE  strong 
opposition 
from  The  Am- 
erican Legion, 
the  Clinton  ad- 
ministration will  allow 
money  from  the  Internation- 
al Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  to 
flow  into  Vietnam. 

The  IMF  is  an  interna- 
tional money-lending  institu- 
tion with  151  member 
nations,  but  the  United  States 
has  enough  political  clout  to 


SELECTIVE  SERVICE 
SYSTEM  IN  DANGER 

THE  LEGION'S  fight 
to  maintain  military 
registration  for  Ameri- 
ca's young  men  suffered 
a  setback  when  the  U.S. 
House  narrowly  voted 
down  a  measure  to  con- 
tinue funding  the  Selec- 
tive Service  System. 

Earlier  in  the  year, 
the  House  Appropria- 
tions Committee  cut  $24 
million  from  the  sys- 
tem's budget,  leaving  it 
with  $5  million.  The 
system  has  enough 
money  to  maintain  its 
current  file  system,  but 
not  enough  to  continue 
registering  draft-age 
men. 

In  a  207-202  vote, 
the  House  rejected  an 
amendment  to  cover  the 
budget  cuts  in  the  Selec- 
tive Service  System. 

The  Legion  has  been 
a  longtime  supporter  of 
the  system.  "The  Selec- 
tive Service  is  an  impor- 
tant component  of  our 
defense,"  said  National 
Commander  Roger  A. 
Munson.  "It's  an  insur- 
ance policy."  □ 


short-circuit  loans  to  most 
countries  if  it  chooses  to. 

Clinton's  decision  is  a 
turning  point  because  for  29 
years,  the  United  States  has 
consistently  blocked  IMF 
loans  to  Hanoi  due  to  the 
communist  country's  han- 
dling of  the  POW/MIA 
issue.  Even  today  —  some 
20  years  after  the  Vietnam 
War  —  more  than  2,000 
U.S.  troops  are  unaccounted 
for  in  Southeast  Asia,  and 
evidence  suggests  the  Viet- 
namese are  withholding 
information. 

"Both  the  President  and 
The  American  Legion  share 
the  same  goal:  the  fullest 
possible  accounting  of  our 
POW/MIAs,"  said  National 
Commander  Roger  A.  Mun- 
son. "But  we  disagree  on 
how  to  accomplish  this." 

Clinton  is  hoping  that 
rebuilding  Vietnam  with 
IMF  money  will  encourage 
Hanoi  to  be  more  forthcom- 
ing about  U.S.  POW/MIAs. 

"With  all  due  respect,  the 
Legion  cannot  endorse  this 
policy,"  said  Munson. 
"Only  by  maintaining  the 
economic  embargo  and 
blocking  IMF  loans  to  Viet- 
nam can  we  assure  the 
fullest  possible  accounting. 
Money  is  our  leverage,  and 
we  just  gave  away  some 
very  important  bargaining 
power." 

Following  his  IMF  loan 
announcement,  Clinton  sent 
a  task  force  to  Vietnam  to 
assess  POW/  MIA  progress. 
Legion  representatives  were 
part  of  the  team,  which  at 
press  time  had  not  returned 
from  its  mission. 

"We  don't  agree  with 
President  Clinton's  decision 
to  ease  the  economic  pressure 
on  Vietnam,  but  we  are  will- 
ing to  help  get  the  truth  any 


way  we  can,"  Munson  said. 

This  month,  discussions 
about  lifting  the  economic 
embargo  on  Vietnam  are 
scheduled  to  take  place. 

"Allowing  IMF  money 
to  rebuild  Vietnam  without 
a  full  accounting  was  unfor- 
tunate, but  to  lift  the  embar- 


go under  these  circum- 
stances would  be  disas- 
trous," Munson  said.  "If  we 
lift  the  embargo  when  it 
comes  up  for  review  this 
month,  we  will  have  aban- 
doned our  missing  and 
shamed  ourselves  in  the 
eyes  of  their  families.  □ 


POST  239  DISCOVERED  ON  DISCOVERY 


OST  239  of 
Worthington, 
-  Ohio,  received 
national  atten- 
tion when  the 
television  series,  Walter 
Cronkite  Reports,  aired  the 
Post's    Memorial  Day 
parade  on  the  Discovery 
channel.  Footage  of  the 
100-unit  parade  and  its 
10,000  spectators  provided 
a  patriotic  backdrop  for  the 
segment's  topic:  U.S.  for- 
eign policy. 

"The  parade  was  big, 
loud  and  colorful  —  a  real 
middle-American  parade," 
said  Suzanne  Gottlieb,  the 
show's  associate  producer. 
Department  of  Ohio  Adju- 
tant Stu  Sears  helped  gain 
the  July  29  national  air  time 

for  the  Post  by  sub-   

mitting  detailed  itin 


eraries  and  historical  infor- 
mation about  the  parade  to 
the  show's  producers.  The 
Legion's  sponsorship  of  the 
parade  goes  back  to  1920, 
according  to  Post  239  Sec- 
ond Vice  Commander  John 
Clifford. 

The  TV  crew  also  inter- 
viewed veterans  and  other 
citizens  for  their  opinions  on 
current  U.S.  foreign  policy 
and  filmed  memorial  ser- 
vices at  local  cemeteries. 
The  Post  decorated  the 
tombstones  of  veterans  from 
the  Revolutionary  War  to 
Desert  Storm  with  some 
1,500  poppies.  "I'm  very 
proud  that  a  Post  in  my 
home  state  received  this 
honor,"  says  National  Com- 
mander Roger  A.  Munson.D 


TAPED— 4  Walter  Cronkite 
Reports  crew  films  Joe  Hart, 
left,  and  Harry  Zimmerman  of 
Post  239,  Worthington,  Ohio, 
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nilUNSON  HONORS  WWII  VETERANS  0URIN6  EUROPEAN  TRIP 


Y  TRIP  to  Eu- 
rope   was  a 
sobering  re- 
minder of  the 
awesome  price 
many  of  my  fellow  WWII 
veterans  paid  to  preserve 
freedom,"  National  Com- 
mander Roger  \.  Munson 
said  after  visiting  many  his- 
toric European  WWII  sites. 

During  his  10-day  Euro- 
pean trip  last  spring,  Mun- 
son participated  in  com- 
memorative ceremonies  at 
the  Arc  de  Triomphe  in 
Paris  and  the  Lorraine 
American  Cemetery  near  St. 


Avoid,  France.  The  ceme- 
tery is  the  largest  American 
WWII  cemetery  in  Europe. 

Munson  layed  a  wreath 
and  rekindled  the  Arc  de 
Triomphe' s  flame,  which 
burns  in  memory  of 
France's  unknown  soldier. 
During  his  visit,  Munson 
also  layed  a  wreath  at  New 
Neuilly  Cemetery  outside  of 
Paris,  with  Legionnaires 
from  Paris  Post  1  in  atten- 
dance. 

Among  the  U.S.  military 
leaders  Munson  met  in  Ger- 
many were  Gen.  Robert  C. 
Oaks,  commander  of  the 


U.S.  Air  Force  in  Europe, 
and  Maj.  Gen.  Craig  Hagan, 
deputy  commander  of  U.S. 
Army  forces,  Europe. 

"After  talking  to  the  U.S. 
commanders  in  Europe,  I 
believe  that  while  the 
defense  budgets  are  being 
trimmed,  the  Armed  Forces 
are  being  asked  to  take  on 
more  tasks,"  Munson  said. 
"Doing  more  with  less  is 
not  a  realistic  approach." 

Munson  also  took  the 
opportunity  to  ask  U.S. 
troops  in  Europe  about 
homosexuals  in  the  military. 
"They  were  against  lifting 
the  ban  and  said  that  allow- 
ing homosexuals  to  serve 
openly  would  threaten  good 
order  and  discipline,"  he 
said. 

Munson  visited  the  U.S. 
Embassy  in  London  and 
met  with  Vice  Adm.  Ed- 
ward W.  Clexton  Jr.,  deputy 
commander-in-chief  of  the 
U.S.  Navy  in  Europe, 
before  returning  home  to 
Mentor,  Ohio.  □ 


BEDSIDE  PHONES  FOR  VA  HOSPITALS 


'Veterans  shouldn't  be  cut  off  fronn  loved  ones 
while  criminals  have  phones  in  jail." 

—John  Natoli,  Castle  Point,  N.Y.,  VA  Medical  Center 


OR  SEVERAL  months  before  Vietnam  veter- 
an George  Palmer  died  in  a  VA  hospital  in 
Albany,  N.Y.,  a  coin  phone  was  his  only  link 
with  family  and  friends  who  were  miles  away. 
Palmer's  death  in  1986  spurred  his  friend, 
Vietnam  veteran  Frank  X.  Dosio  of  Post  1302,  Poughkeep- 
sie,  N.Y.,  to  establish  a  program  making  bedside  telephones 
available  for  patients  in  VA  hospitals. 

The  program  is  called  PT  Phone  Home,  a  take-off  from 
the  movie,  E.T.,  with  "PT"  standing  for  patient. 

"I've  seen  guys  fighting  over  a  pay  phone  who  once 
fought  for  our  country,"  says  Vietnam  veteran  John  Natoli, 
general  engineering  foreman  at  New  York's  Castle  Point 
VA  Medical  Center.  "Veterans  shouldn't  be  cut  off  from 
loved  ones  while  criminals  have  phones  in  jail." 

The  first  system  became  operational  in  1990  at  Castle 


Point,  thanks  to  5,000  hours 
of  volunteer  work.  VA  offi- 
cials want  Dosio  to  put  PT 
Phone  Home  in  every  VA 
hospital.  "They  had  a  19- 
year  plan,"  Dosio  says,  "but 
with  our  help,  it  will  take 
five." 

Volunteers  from  tele- 
phone companies  and  elec- 
trical workers  have  installed 
phones  in  five  VA  hospitals 
so  far.  Their  donated  time 

and  supplies  would  have  cost  between  $40  million  and  $80 
million,  Dosio  estimates.  Dosio  and  Natoli  are  asking  Con- 
gress to  give  VA  $12  million  to  help  equip  the  remaining 
166  VA  hospitals,  NatoU  says. 

In  1993,  the  program  received  the  President's  Volunteer 
Action  Award  from  the  Points  of  Light  Foundation. 

For  more  information  write:  PT  Phone  Home,  P.O.  Box 
953,  Castle  Point,  NY  1251 1.  □ 


PNC  GETS  KEY  VA 
APPOINTMENT 

THE  White  House 
has  appointed  Past 
National  Commander 
Dale  L.  Renaud  as 
VA's  deputy  assistant 
secretary  for  intergov- 
ernmental affairs.  In 
his  new  job,  Renaud, 
The  American  Legion 
National  Commander 
in  1985-86,  will  pro- 
mote veterans'  pro- 
grams created  by  the 
President  and  VA. 

Before  the  July 
appointment,  Renaud 
served  as  the  director  of 
the  Iowa  state  veterans 
affairs  office  and  was 
president  of  the  Nation- 
al Association  of  State 
Directors  of  Veterans 
Affairs.  A  Korean  War 
veteran,  Renaud  is  a 
member  of  Post  396  of 
Bondurant,  Iowa.  He 
was  Iowa  commander 
in  1971.  □ 


DALE  L.  RENAUD 
Helping  Veterans 


SEPTEMBER  1993 
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LEGION  PRESSES  FOR 
REHER  VA  HEALTH  CARE 


_  EGISLATION 
■Hp  JSk^  that  would  give 
mm  more  veterans 

"  ^  access  to  VA 
medical  care 
should  be  passed,  Legion  rep- 
resentatives have  told  Con- 
gress. 

In  testimony  before  the 
U.S.  Senate  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs,  the  Le- 
gion supported  the  passage 
of  S.  452,  which  would  pro- 
vide mobile  clinics  to  give 
health  care  to  veterans  who 
live  more  than  100  miles 
from  VA  medical  centers 
The  Legion  also  pressed  the 
Senate  to  pass  S.  852, 
which  would  pay  the  per 
diem  of  veterans  who 
receive  adult  day  health 
care  through  VA  homes. 
During  the  same  testimony. 


the  Legion  urged  the  Senate 
to  improve  VA  sexual  trau- 
ma counseling  by  passing  S. 
1030. 

Other  measures  the 
Legion  asked  the  Senate 
committee  to  pass  included 
creating  a  VA 
hospice  care  pilot 
program,  and 
providing  special 
care  for  veterans 
exposed  to  Agent  Orange 
and  ionizing  radiation. 

Early  this  summer,  the 
Legion  also  testified  on: 
Women  veterans'  health 
care.  Urged  improvement 
of  VA's  delivery  of  health 
care  to  women  veterans. 
(House  Veterans  Affairs 
Subcommittee  on  Oversight 
and  Investigations). 
FY  1994  defense  appro- 


THE  LEGION 


IN  CONGRESS 


priations.  Asked  Congress 
to  proceed  slowly  and  exer- 
cise caution  in  downsizing 
the  Armed  Forces.  (Senate 
Appropriations  Subcommit- 
tee on  Defense). 
Desert  Storm  veterans' 
health  care.  Recommended 
that  a  large-scale  epidemio- 
logical study  of  Desert  Storm 
veterans  be  conducted  by  a 
non-governmental  agency, 
and  urged  the  government  to 
take  a  more  active 
role  in  treating 
these  veterans' 
ailments.  (House 
Veterans  Affairs 
Subcommittee  on  Oversight 
and  Investigations). 
Desert  Storm  veterans' 
VA  claims  processing. 
Urged  better  coordination 
of  VA  and  DoD  research 
and  treatment  programs  for 
Desert  Storm  veterans. 
(House  Veterans  Affairs 
Subcommittee  on  Compen- 
sation, Pension  and  Insur- 
ance). □ 


Shooting  Champions  Aim  For  Olympics 


EVENTEEN- 
year-olds  Ran- 
dall Owle  of 
Cherokee, 
N.C.,  and  Mi- 
chael Douglass  of  Beach 
Park,  111.,  are  one  step  closer 
to  their  Olympic  dreams, 
thanks  to  The  American 
Legion.  Both  won  their  divi- 
sions of  the  1993  American 
Legion  Junior  Air  Rifle 
National  Tournament 
at  the  Olympic  Train- 
ing Center  in  Col- 
orado Springs,  Colo. 

Only  23  of  more 
than  630  entrants 
nationwide  were  cho- 
sen to  compete  in 
Colorado  in  the  Pre- 
cision and  Sporter 
categories.  The  Le- 
gion Shooting  Sports  RANDALL  OWLE 
Program,  which  uses      Sporter  Champion 


pellet  rifles,  teaches  gun 
safety  and  marksmanship  to 
young  men  and  women  ages 
14-20. 

Douglass,  sponsored  by 
Post  281,  Waukegan,  111., 
earned  top  honors  for  his 
perfect  score  of  400  points 
in  the  prone  position  in  the 
Precision  category,  breaking 
the  national  record  of  397. 
Owle,  sponsored  by  Post 


MICHAEL  DOUGLASS 
Precision  Champion 


143,  Cherokee,  N.C.,  led 
every  round  and  won  the 
Sporter  category  with  2,189 
points,  14  points  ahead  of 
his  nearest  rival. 

Both  champions  received 
a  $500  scholarship  from  the 
Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  and  plan  to  try  out 
for  the  Olympics. 

"I'm  hoping  to  make  the 
Olympic  team,  maybe  not  in 
1996  in  Atlanta,  but 
maybe  for  2000," 
said  Douglass.  "I 
think  that's  a  more 
realistic  goal."  As 
the  Precision  cham- 
pion, Douglass  will 
be  honored  this 
month  with  other 
Youth  Champions  at 
the  Legion's  Nation- 
al Convention  in 
Pittsburgh.  □ 


LEGIONNAIRES 
INACTION 

Post  88  of  Indianapolis 
teamed  up  with  local  sport- 
ing goods  stores  to  pur- 
chase $1,000  worth  of  fish- 
ing and  camping  equipment 
for  children  at  the  Damar 
Home  for  Abused  Boys  and 
Girls. 

Legionnaires  from  Post 
314  of  Hawthorne,  Calif., 

helped  create  the  Veterans 
Memorial  at  the  Hawthorne 
Memorial  Center.  The 
memorial  is  dedicated  to  all 
men  and  women  who  have 
served  in  the  U.S.  Armed 
Forces. 

Post  42  of  Glenville, 
W.Va.,  established  a  schol- 
arship fund  at  Glenville 
State  College.  Scholarships 
from  the  fund  will  be  award- 
ed to  descendants  of  honor- 
ably discharged  veterans. 

To  foster  friendship  with 
our  northern  neighbors  and 
to  remember  our  POW/ 
MIAs,  Post  47  of  Houlton, 
Maine,  has  presented  more 
than  a  dozen  POW/MIA 
flags  to  branches  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Legion. 

Post  148  of  Fort 
Howard,  Md.,  presented  a 
donation  of  $3,305  to  the 
Fort  Howard  VA  Medical 
Center. 

Legionnaires  from  Post 
849  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  dis- 
tributed U.S.  Flags  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  Veterans 
Day  program  conducted  by 
the  children  of  University 
Park  and  Rachael  Hill 
schools. 

Post  150  of  Franken- 
muth,  Mich.,  donated 
$1,200  to  the  Aleda  E.  Lutz 
VA  Medical  Center  in  Sagi- 
naw, Mich.,  to  buy  medical 
equipment. 

Post  275  of  Forestville, 
Md.,  inducted  130  new 
members  in  a  single  cere- 
mony. □ 
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SUPER  COMFORTABLE  SOCKS 


PERFECT  FOR  PEOPL 
WITH  TENDER  FEET 


Oversize  cushiony  socks  are 
non-binding  and  super  comfortable 

— as  required  by  those  with  circulatory 
problems,  diabetes  or  tender  swollen  feet. 
They  slip  on  and  off  without  effort,  re- 
duce pressure  on  sensitive  areas,  provide 
extra  cushiony  comfort  and  promote  free 
air  circulation  to  keep  feet  dry.  100% 
cotton.  Specify  color  and  your  shoe  size 
in  coupon.  Competitor's  published  regu- 
lar price  for  similar  4  pair -$27"— your 
price  as  low  as  $4.75  each.  Allow  up  to  6- 
8  weeks  for  shipment.  Full  one-year 
money-back  guarantee  excluding  ship- 
ping and  handling  charges.  Hurry! 


MAIL  NOW  FOR  THIS  LOW  PRICE 


I  Comfort  Socks 


Item/  -low Many  Pairs 


311M 


Check  Total  Number  Of  Pairs 


□  2  PAIR  $9.99 
(Plus  1  pair  FREE) 

□  4  PAIR  $18.99 
(Plus  2  pair  FREE) 

□  6  PAIR  $24.99 
(Plus  3  pair  FREE) 


Add  $3.75  shpg.  &  hdlg.  In  NY  &  CA  add  sales  tax.  Total  enclosed  $  . 

Make  check  to  Ameriwell  Co.  or  charge  □  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  DISCOVER 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  card  numbers  below) 

Card#  Exp.  Date  (Mo.)  (Yr.)  

Mr./Mrs./Mlss/Ms  

Address  

City/State/Zip  (L311 80-03) 

Mail  To:  Ameriwell  Co.  Socks,  Dept.  570-267,  Box  256,  Jericho,  NY  11753 


*  ★ 


VETS 


*  * 


VETS  Offers  Finders/Seekers 
To  Help  Locate  Old  Duddles 


OOKING  for 
an  old  buddy 
or  a  long  lost 
relative?  Find- 
ers/Seekers 
may  now  be  able  to  help 
you.  Finders/Seekers  is  a 
new  locator  service  offered 
by  VETS,  the  electronic 
system  that  provides  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  maga- 
zine with  a  monthly  list  of 
military  reunions. 

Just  send  the  person's 
name,  former  military  unit 
or  any  other  information 
you  have  along  with  a  $5.95 
check  or  money  order  to: 

Finders/Seekers 
VETS  Operating  Center 
1809  Vandiver  Dr. 
Columbia,  MO  65202-1916 

Here's  what  you  will  get 
for  your  money: 

•  A  computer  search  to 
match  the  person  you're 
seeking  with  more  than  110 
million  names  from  VETS 
records,  and  various  public 


and  private  registries. 

•  Based  on  that  one-time 
search,  you  will  receive  a 
computer  listing  of  the 
names,  addresses  and  phone 
numbers  of  people  in  the 
United  States  who  have  the 
same  name  as  the  person 
you're  seeking. 

•  Finders/Seekers  guar- 
antees that  you  will  get  at 
least  one  name  that  match- 
es, or  your  money  will  be 
fully  refunded. 

Finders/Seekers,  howev- 
er, cannot  guarantee  that  the 
person  you  are  seeking  is  on 
the  hst. 

For  common  names  such 
as  John  Jones  or  Bill 
Brown,  the  home  state  or 
other  more  specific  infor- 
mation is  required.  There 
are  so  many  Jones  and 
Browns  nationwide  that  the 
list  would  be  just  too  long 
to  be  useful. 

No  requests  by  phone, 
please.  Allow  up  to  six 
weeks  for  a  reply.  □ 


HOW  TO  USE  VETS 


This  month  there  are  947 
military  reunions  listed  on 
these  pages.  However, 
VETS  has  information  on 
more  than  10,000  other 
reunions.  For  information 
on  reunions  for  any  mili- 
tary unit  or  ship,  call 

(900)  737-VETS 

(900)  737-8387 

If  you  know  the  VETS 
five-digit  number  as- 
signed to  the  ship  or  unit, 
please  give  it  to  the  opera- 
tor. The  number  is  printed 
immediately  after  the  unit 
in  the  magazine.  If  you 
don't  know  the  VETS 
number  or  haven't  seen 
the  ship  or  unit  listed  in 
the  magazine,  VETS  oper- 


ators may  still  be  able  to 
provide  you  with  informa- 
tion. Many  units  are 
enrolling  daily  in  VETS. 
Operators  are  on  call 
Monday  through  Friday 
from  1  p.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Eastern  Daylight  Saving 
Time;  from  noon  to  8  p.m. 
Central  Daylight  Saving 
Time;  from  11  a.m.  to  7 
p.m.  Mountain  Daylight 
Saving  Time;  and  from  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Pacific 
Daylight  Saving  Time. 
Phone  calls  cost  $1.95  per 
minute,  and  the  average 
call  takes  two  minutes  or 
less.  Proceeds  help  sup- 
port various  veterans'  and 
children's  programs  and 
services  sponsored  by  The 
American  Legion.  □ 


OUTFIT 
REUNIONS 


Reunion  coordinators  can  enroll  their 
units  in  VETS  by  sending  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to  VETS,  P.O.  Box 
10088,  Columbia,  MO  65205-4000.  Unit 
names  may  be  published  two  times  per 
year,  upon  request. 


Army 


1st  Convalescent  Hospital  #12889 
1st  Eng.  Spec.  Bde.,  Incl.  531st  Shore 

Rgt.  &  Spt.  Units  #14560 
1st  Ord.  Maint.  Co. (1949-1952)  #12361 
2nd  Combat  Camera  Unit  #12857 
2nd  Inf.  Div.,  23rd  Rgt.,  F  Co.  (WWII) 

#15459 

2nd  Inf.  Div.:  82nd  AAA  AW  Bn.  (SP) 

(Korea  1950/53)  #12149 
3rd  &  4th  Def.  Bns.  (Midway/Pearl  Harbor) 

#16470 

3rd  Army  &  6th  Army,  HO  &  HQ  Co. 

#10976 
3rd  Chemical  Mtr.  Bn.  #15582 
4th  Inf.  Div.,  20th  FA  Bn.  "Ivy  Div."  #20069 
4th  Port  HQ  &  HQ  Co.  (TC)  #14488 
4th  Port  of  Embarkation  #18477 
4th  TC  Assn.  TML  C:  125th  Trans.  Cmd., 

48th  Trans.  Grp.  #22052 
5th  Arm'd  Div  (West  Coast  Chapter) 

#12398 
5th  Arm'd  Div.  Assn.  #15428 
5th  Inf.  Div.,  1 1th  Rgt.,  G  Co.  (WWII) 

#10954 

5th  Inf.  Div.,  2nd  Rgt.,  Anti-Tank  Co. 
#15451 

6th  Inf.  Div.,  20th  Rgt.,  Co.  C  #23127 
8th  Inf.  Div.,  13th  Rgt.,  Cannon  Co.  (WWII) 
#13031 

8th  Inf.  Div.:  12th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII) 
#12196 

8th  Inf.  Div.:  28th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #12192 
8th  Inf.  Div.:  43rd  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #12190 
8th  Inf.  Div.:  8th  Cav.  Recon.  Trp.  (WWII) 
#20597 

8th  Inf.  Div.:  8th  Med.  Bn.  (WWII)  #12189 
8th  Inf.  Div.:  8th  MP  PItn.  (WWII)  #12194 
8th  Inf.  Div.:  8th  Sig.  Co.  (WWII)  #12191 
8th  Inf.  Div.:  HQ  &  HQ  Btry.  (WWII) 
#12193 

8th  Inf.  Div.:  HQ  Co.  (WWII)  #12195 
9th  Arm'd  Div.,  27th  Arm'd  Inf.  Bn.  Assn. 

(Remagan  WWII)  #15325 
9th  Arm'd  Div.,  27th  Arm'd  Inf.  Bn.,  A  Co. 

(WWII)  #20590 
9th  Inf.  Div.  (VWVII/TX  SW  Chapter) 

#16291 

9th  Inf.  Div.  Assn.  (WWII)  #11124 
10th  Arm'd  Div.  Veterans  Assn.  #15959 
10th  Combat  Camera  Unit  (India)  WWII 
#12856 

10th  Inf.  Div.,  40th  FA  Bn.  #16176 
10th  Mtn.  Div.  Assn.  Inc.  "Ski  Troops  of 

WWII"  #11179 
13th  Arm'd  Div.,  93rd  Cav.  Recon  Sq, 

#15562 
13th  FA  Bn.  #20807 
14th  Cav.  Grp.  (WWII)  #12541 
15th  Evac.  Hospital  -  (WWII)  #16447 
17th  A/B  Div.  Assn.  #16619 
17th  FA,  2nd  Bn.  "Persuaders"  (Vietnam) 

17th  Rgt.  Reunion  Assn  #21770 
18th  Cav.  Recon.  Sq.  (VWVII)  #12487 
18th  Engr,  (C)  Rgt., 177th  Const.  Bn.,  B 

Co.  &  Atchd.  Units.  (Aleutians  #1 1843 
19th  (C)  Engr.  Bn.  Assn.,  18th  Engr.  Bde. 

(Vietnam)  #20143 
19th  Engr.  (C)  Rgt,  (WWII)  #20558 
19th  Medical  General  Lab  #10074 
20th  Armd,  Div,,  Trains  #12696 
20th  CA  (HD)  Fort  Crockett,  TX  #16155 
21st  Ord,  MM  Co.  #22577 
23rd  Spec,  Trps,  Bn,,  Heater  Co.  (ETO, 

WWII)  #12868 
24th  Inf.  Div.,  19th  Rgt,  Assn.  #21071 
24th  Sig  Serv  Bn  (Ft  Devens,  MA)  #12885 
25th  FABn.  #12178 


25th  Inf.  Div.  Assn  (Korean  Veterans) 
#15338 

27th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #10006 
28th  General  Hospital  Assn.  (1951/53) 
#16655 

28th  Inf.  Div.,  109th  Rgt.  #10455 
28th  Inf.  Div.,  109th  Rgt.,  K  Co  #12547 
32nd  Inf.  Div.,  32nd  MP  Pit.  (S  Pacific) 
#16026 

32nd  Sig.  Const.  Bn.  (VWII)  #16660 
35th  Inf.  Div.,  Sig.  Co.  (WWII)  #12691 
36th  Cav  Recon  Sq  WWII  #10126 
36th  Cav.  Recon.  Sq.  Trp.  C  #16552 
36th  Station  Hospital  NP  (Eng.  WWII) 
#20567 

37th  Hospital  Train  (WWII)  #13012 
37th  Inf.  Div.,  148th  Rgt.,  D  Co.  #20743 
37th  Inf.  Div.,  148th  Rgt.,  HQ  &  K  Cos. 

(WWII  &  Korea)  #10448 
37th  Qrd.  Co.  Assn.  (WWII)  #10029 
38th  Signal  Const.  Bn.  WWII  &  1986/91 

#10198 

40th  Inf.  Div.,  108th  Rgt.,  K  Co.  (WWII) 
#15356 

41st  Arm'd  Inf  Bn  (Officer/Warrant  Officers 

1950/54)  #12882 
44th  Inf.  Div.,  71st  Rgt.,  I  Co.  (VWII) 

#10640 

45th  Cav.  Recon.  Trp.  (WWII)  #15491 

48th  QM  Grp.  #12849 

48th  QM  Truck  Rgt.  #12847 

52nd  (C)  Avn.  Bn.,  Security  Det.  (Camp 

Holloway,  Pleiku,  Vietnam)  #11292 
52nd  Med.  Bn.  (VWII)  #15583 
53rd  CA,  D  Btry.  (Ft  Lauderdale  F! 

1942/44)  #12593 
59th  Engr.  Const.  Co.  (1951/53)  #22902 
62nd  AA,  C  Btry.  (WWII)  #10590 
62nd  Sig.  Bn.,Co,  B  Assn.  #22198 
63rd  Inf,  Div,,  253rd  Rgt,,  F  Co,  (WWII) 

#14111 

67th  AAA  Gun  Bn„  C  Btry,  (WWII)  #14147 
69th  Signal  Bn,  (WWII)  #16674 
71st  Cml,  Mort,  Bn,/479th  AAA  AW  Bn. 
#15375 

71st  Evac.  Hospital  (WWII-Vietnam)/158th 

RCT  (WWII)  #13036 
71st  QM  Bn,  Mobile  #12848 
71st  Sig,  Serv,  Bn„  D  Co,  (1945/46) 

#22673 

71st  Trans.  Bn.  (Helicopter,  Korea) 
#12850 

71st  Trans.  Corps,  Truck  Bn.  #12851 
76th  Engr.  Cons.  Bn.  (1950/53)  #23016 
76th  Inf.  Div.,  304th  Rgt.  Assn,  #15269 
77th  Artillery  Assn.  #13036 
77th  Artillery  Assn.  "En  Garde  Rgt." 

#13035 
78th  AAA  Gun  Bn,  #21018 
78th  Inf,  Div,,  310th  Rgt,,  B  Co,  #15466 
79th  Inf  Div,  313th  Rgt,  "Cross  of  Lorraine 

Assn"  WWII  #15637 
81st  Inf.  Div.  Assn.  "WILDCATS"  (Western 

Chptr.  WWI-WWII)  #20950 
81st  QM  Co.  #13025 
83rd  Inf.  Div.,  329th  Rgt.,  F  Co.  #30041 
85th  Inf.  Div.,  310th  Medical  Bn.,  B  Co. 

#21660 
86th  Inf.  Div.,  343rd  Rgt,  A  Co. 

"Blackhawk  Assn"  #20169 
87  Inf.  Div.,  802nd  TD  Bn.  #15681 
87th  Inf.  Div.  Assn.  "Golden  Acorns" 

#15487 

87th  Inf.  Div.,  549th  AAA  Bn.  #13009 
87th  Inf.  Div.,  607th  Tank  Bn.  #15489 
87th  Inf.  Div.,  610th  TD  Bn.  #15559 
87th  Inf.  Div.,  735th  Tank  Bn.  #16468 
90th  Inf.  Div.,  344th  FA  Bn.  (ETO  WWII) 
#16887 

91st  Inf.  Div,,  347th  FA  Bn„  C  Btry,  WWII 
#20173 

92nd  Inf  Div  Assn  (WWII)  #21 284 

92nd  Ord.  MM  Co,  #22610 

94th  MP  Bn,  K  Co  (Kaiserslautern) 

#12884 
96th  Chem.  Mtr.Bn  #15226 
96th  Inf.  Div.,  383rd  Rgt.,  Cannon  Co. 

(VWVII)  #14370 
96tn  Inf.  Div.,  763rd  Tank  Bn.(WWII) 

#16366 

97th  Inf.  Div  ,  303rd  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  HQ  Co. 
#10285 

97th  Inf.  Div.,  387th  Rgt.,  D  Co.  (VWVII) 
#16229 

97th  Inf.  Div.,  389th  FA  Bn.,  C  Btry. 
#10719 


50 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


**VETS** 


97th  Sig.  Bn.  Assn.  #16205 
98th  Inf.  Div.,  389th  Rgt.,  F  Co.  #15967 
100th  Inf.  Div.,  397th  Rgt.,  Co.  A  #12507 
101st  Cav.  Grp.,  lOlst/lieth  Recon.  Sqs. 

(WWII)  #15717 
103  Coscom,  56th  MMC  "All  Years" 

#12871 

108th  Evac.  Hospital  50th  Anniv  #10766 
108th  Rgt.,  Co.  K  (WWII)  #12430 
1 10th  Evac.  Hosp.  (WWII)  #22514 
112th  Cav.  Rgt.  Assn.  (WWII)  #15841 
121st  AAA  Gun  Bn./421st  Rocket  FA  Bn. 

NVNG  #16548 
124th  Cav.  Rgt.  Assn.,  of  the  56th  Cav. 

Bde.  #15479 
126th  Inf.  Rgt.  Assn.  #16578 
135th  AAA  Gun  Bn.  #20630 
138th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #10347 
148th  General  Hospital  (Hawaii/Saipan) 

#10079 
153rd  Engr.  Const.  Bn.  #15496 
166th  AAA  Gun  Bn.,  C  Btry.  #10685 
179th  FA  Bn.  Assn.  #15964 
191st  Chemical  Depot  Co  #13808 
198th  Lt.  Inf.  Bde.  Recon,  C  Co.  (1970/71) 

#20404 

204th  FA  Bn.  "Li'l  Joe"  (WWII)  #22783 
212TH  Signal  Dpt  #20188 
233rd  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #15577 
237th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #15728 
243rd  FA  Bn.  Assn.  #16564 
243rd  Port  Co.  #10580 
246th  CA  Assn.  #10985 
247th  Combat  Engr.  Bn.  #10177 
248th  Engr.  Combat  Bn.  #16179 
258th  FA  Bn  /  991st  FA  Bn  #14290 
260th  AA  Arty.  Assn.  (DCNG)  #10312 
266th  FA  Bn.  (WWII)  #22013 
273rd  QM  Bn  (3201-3202-3203-3204) 
#11804 

277th  FA  Bn  (All  Btry's)  #15552 
282nd  FA  Bn.  #15256 
283rd  FABn.  (WWII)  #15643 
284th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #10690 


284th  FABn.  (WWII)  #15526 
289th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  #15261 
292nd  JASCO  (WWII)  #20614 
294th  Fwd.  Obsv.  Bn.,  Btry.  B  (WWII) 

#10158 
303rd  Station  Hospital  #10941 
309th  Ser.  Grp.,  2490th  QM  Truck  Co 

#12825 

312th  Station  Hosp.  (NP)  WWII  #12826 
317th  Barrage  Balloon  Bn.  #12429 
329th  Station  Hospital  (WWII)  #22946 
351st  Rgt,  HQ  &  HQ  Co  (Triest,  1950/54) 
#12549 

353rd  Harbor  Craft  Co.  (WWII)  #20242 
368th  Engr.  Bn.  #28365 
377th  Harbor  Craft  Co.  #10926 


For  free  help  in  arranging  travel 
and  lodging  for  reunions  and 
other  occasions,  call: 

VEISTRAVEL 

(800)4US-VETS 
(800)487-8387 

WEEKDAYS,  9AM-5PM  CST 

•  Free,  specialized 
service  for  veterans. 
•Lowest  U.S.  airfares 
•Discount  lodging 

yHSTRAVEL.  a  new  service 
from  VETS,  negotiates  the  buy- 
ing power  of  over  10,000  mili- 
tary reunion  groups  with  airlines 
and  hotels  directly  to  get  veter- 
ans and  their  families  the  lowest 
rates  possible. 


396th  Port  Bn.  (TC)  #15091 
396th  QM  Bn.  Port  #17625 
402nd  QM  Truck  Co.  #12846 
406th  FA  Grp.,  HQ  Btry.  (ETC  Camp 

Maxy,  WWII)  #15773 
424th  FA  Bn.  (Korea)  #15619 
440th,465th,  &  472nd  Signal  Heavy  Const. 

Bn.:(1942-Present)lnc  AF  #10154 
445th  AAA  AW  Bn  Vets  Assn.  (WWII) 

#15279 

446th  Engr.  Base  Depot  Co.  #30042 
449th  AAA  AW  Bn.,  B  Btry.  #10825 
449th  AAA  AW  Mbl.  Bn.,  C  Btry.  #14067 
449th  MP  Co.  #15554 
464th  AAAAWBn.  #20812 
472nd  AAA  Bn.  #11250 
473rd  Inf.  Rgt.,  K  Co.  (WWII)  #16146 
474th  Sig.  Avn.  Const.  Co.  (SCARWAF) 
#15876 

476th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  #15222 
476th  Ord.  Evac.  Co.  (WWII)  #12854 
479th  Motor  Ambulance  Co.  (WWII) 
#11909 

482nd  Med.  Coll.  Co.  (Sep)  #1521 1 
487th  AAA  Bn.,  B  Btry.  (WWII)  #15973 
487th  Engr.  W.S.  Bn.,  Co.  A,B,C,  HQ 

#22936 
489th  Port  Bn.  (WWII)  #10133 
492nd  Port  Bn.,  Co.'s  230-233 

(Guadacanal,  Cebu  City,  PI)  #10313 
497th  AAA  Gun  Bn.  (WWII)  #22781 
501st  Parachute  Bn.  Assn.  (Original) 

#16433 

504th  AAA  Gun  Bn.  (WWII)  #10872 
513th  AAA  Bn.  #15437 
516th  Med  Clearing  Co.(WWII)  #12835 
519th  Ml  Bn.  Assn.  (Vietnam)  #14236 
543rd  Engr.  Boat  &  Shore  Rgt.,  Co.B  -  (All 

amphib)  #15435 
551st  AAA  Bn.  (WWII)  50th  Anniv  #16307 
575th  AAA  AW  Bn .  (SP)  #  1 001 4 
577th  Engr.  Bn.,  Co.  A  #13042 
579th  AAA  AW  Bn.,  B  Btry.  (VWII)#14342 
594th  EB  &  S  Bn.,  HQ  Co.  #2071 1 


611th  OBAM  Bn.  #21067 

619th  Engr.  #13045 

626TH  Med  Clearing  Co.(WWII)  #12836 

628th  TD  Bn  (ETC  WWII)  #12867 

630TH  Tank  Destroyer  Bn  #20751 

643RDTD  Bn.  #15820 

644th  Tank  Destroyer  Bn.  #16698 

650th  Engr.  Topo.  Bn.  (1942-92)  #22266 

672nd  Amphib  Trac  Bn  #13866 

691st  TD  Bn.  #16234 

692nd  Port  Bn.,  Co.s  A,B,C,D  #12843 

693rd  Port  Bn  ,  Co  s  A,B,C,D  #12844 

694th  Port  Bn.,  Co.s  A,B,C,D  #12842 

695th  Port  Bn.,  Co  s  A,B,C,D  #12845 

701st  MP  Bn.  #10802 

729th  CA  Rgt.,  122nd  AABn, 

(Shemya,Aleutian  Is.  1943/46)  #11946 
729th  CA  Rgt.,  641st  AA  Bn. 

(Shemya,Aleutian  Is.  1943/46)  #11947 
729th  CA  Rgt.,  65th  AA  Bn. 

(Shemya,Aleutian  Is.  1943/46)  #17278 
735th  Military  Police  Bn.  Assn.  #16676 
735th  Railway  Oper.  Bn.,  Co.  C  #15649 
738th  (M)  Tank  Bn.(Spc)  #15240 
750th  Tank  Bn.,  D  Co.  #16049 
751st  Engr,  Parts  Supply  Co.  #15460 
759th  MP  Bn.,  A,B,C,D  &  HQ  Co.s  (WWII 

to  Present)  #10728 
760th  Tank  Bn.  (WWII)  #16550 
778th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (SP)  50th  Anvsy. 

#16439 

781st  Tank  Battalion  Assn  #22798 
788th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  #22121 
788th  MP  Bn,  D  Co.  WWII  #1 1068 
789th  EPD  Co.  (CBI  1944/45)  #15816 
790th  FA  Bn.  #10865 
790th  QM  Reclamation  &  Maint.  (Korea 

1952)  #20651 
791  St  AAAAWBn.  #15225 
792nd  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  #16103 
793rd  AAAAWBn  #15998 
814th  Ord.  Base  Dpt.  Co.  (WWII)  #20948 
820th  AVN  Engr.  Bn.  #15313 

Please  turn  page 


3Yrg, 
$6227 


Receive  Firearm  Now  and  Your  Money  Back 

Michigan's 
FIRST  NORTHERN 

BANK  &  TRUST 

Announces 
Instant  Interest        ^^.^^     ^^^^^  Outdoors 
Wl^^  with  the  Best  -  Weatherby! 

Deposit  amounts  shown  - 
receive  Weatherby  Firearm 
PLUS  Your  Money  Back! 

Call 

1-800-236-2219 

for  details  on  other 


Mark  V  Deluxe* 

World's  finest  hunting  rifle. 


6Yrs. 
$3113 


9  Yrs. 
$2075 


12  Yrs. 
$1557 


20  Yrs. 
$934 


Orion  Grade  I  O/U  Shotgun 

Unsurpassed  value  in  today's  shotgun  market. 

3  Yrs.  6  Yrs.  9  Yrs.  12  Yrs.  20  Yrs. 
$5347      $2673       $1783       $1337  $802 


specials. 


Member  FDIC 


*Scope  optional. 


No  early  withdrawal  permitted. 
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820th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (1952/54)  #10600 

821st  Engr.  Avn.  Bn  (WWII)  #12317 

832nd  Sig.  Ser.  Bn.  #14071 

838th  AAA  AW  Bn  MBL  #16705 

843rd  AAA  AW  Bn.  #16444 

845  Ord.  Dpt.  Co.  #12897 

851st  Avn.  Engr.  Bn  #14884 

874th  A/B  Engrs  #21276 

875th  A/B  Engrs  #21117 

916th  Med.  Amb.  Co,  #10293 

932nd  FA  Bn,  WWII  #14366 

1056th  Engr.  PC&R  Grp.  (WWII  East  Coast 

Chptr.)  #12656 
1252nd  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #15484 
1255th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #16380 
1257th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #15981 
1258th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #30050 
1284th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  (WWII)  #10854 
1881st  Engr.  Aviation  Bn.  #20329 
1884th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (WWII)  #22201 
3094th  QM  Retrig.  Co.  (Fixed)  -  (WWII) 

#16169 

3169th  Sig  Ser  Bn,  DS  Seaborne  Comm 

Det.Weeroona  #12543 
34091h  Ord,  MAM  Co.  #20897 
4025th  Sig.  Ser.  Bn.  (WWII)  #12415 
6834th/2674th  Re-Armament  Rgt.  #12426 
Army  Ranger  Assn  Inc.  #28405 
ASA:  60th  Sig.  Radio  Intl.  Co.  (1943/51) 

#10452 

ASA:  8608th  Fid.  Sta.  AAU,  1 16th  Signal 

(Scheyern,  Germany)  #15272 
ASA:  HQ,  ASAPAC  (1946/52)  #12046 
Camp  Atlanta  (NE  WWII)  #12650 
Combat  Infantrymen's  Assn.  (All  C.I.B. 

holders)  #11507 
Counter  Intelligence  Corps  Assn.  (NCICA) 
#10935 

HHC  4th  Trans.  Terminal  Cmd.  #20554 
Los  Angeles  MP  Organization  #16434 
Nahbollenbach  QM  Depot  -  (1951-56) 
#15893 

OCS  Class  302  (Fort  Benning  Ga  1943) 
#12339 

P.C.&  R.  All  Grps.  (WWII)  #12827 
Retired  Army  Nurse  Corps  Assn.  #16624 
SHAEF,  HQ  &  HQ,  ETO,  USA  Assn 
#20450 

VII  Corp,  Hq  &  Hq  Co.  ( WWII)  #12550 
XIII  Corps  Assn.  (WWII)  #15530 


Navy 


1st  NCB  Spec.  (WWII)  #22524 
4th  NCB  #12824 

4th  NCB  Spec.  50th  Annlv  #22903 

17th  NCB  (WWII)  #18181 

23rd  NCB  (WWII)  #18345 

28th  NCB  Spec.  (WWII)  #18212 

38th  NCB  (PTO  WWII)  #10034 

43rd  NCB  #14339 

53rd  NCB  #14487 

67th  NCB  (WWII)  #18512 

68th  NCB  #14843 

69th  NCB  #17557 

78th  NCB  Assn.  (WWII)  #18083 

95th  NCB  #10773 

114th  NCB/627th/628th/629th  CBMUs 

#17323 
117th  NCB  #12654 
120th  NCB  (WWII)  #12829 
138th  NCB,  CB-1018  Det.(ATTU  WWII) 

#23056 
144th  NCB  #12823 
ACORN-28  #21654 

ACORN-45  (Sangley  Point  NAB)  #14382 

ACORN-7  #21082 

Amphib  Base  Atk.  Boats  (Small)  (Ft. 

Pierce  Fl)  #21897 
Amphib.  Attack  Boat  Flotillas  (WWII) 

#11329 
ASA:  Det.  V,  Unit  10  #12653 
CAG-153-15  (1945/49)  #18636 
CASU-44  (Tinian  Islands,  1943/45) 

#11767 
CBMU-506  #11302 
CBMU-552  &  553  #17762 
CBMU-594  #17430 
CBMU-596  #12822 
China  Area  Sailors  #20701 
Corpsman  Society  (WWII  &  Korea) 

#11257 

Cruiser  Sailors  Assn.  (All  Ships  Company) 
#11576 


Cryptologic  Vets  Assn.  #21099 
DESRON- 

52/Miller/Owen/Sullivans/Potter/Tingey/ 

Hickox/HunVHancock/Mars  #22620 
Ebeye  Island,  Kwajalein  Atoll  #12087 
FASRON-1 18  #10861 
Gene  Tunney  Physical  Fitness  Program, 

Squads  IV/V/VI  (BM  Rating)  #14399 
Harbor  Clearance  Unit  1  (Vietnam) 

#14608 

JAX-NAV-AIR  VN-1 1  /1 2/1 3/1 4/1 5/1 6  - 

(1940-45)  #10295 
Landing  Craft  School  Pacific  (NAB 

Coronado  CA,  1944)  #20607 
LC  (FF)-786  #30067 
LCI  (G)  1056  #17989 
LCI  (G) 450  #16772 
LCI  National  Assn.  (#1  thru  #1098) 

#21615 
LCS  (L)  (3)  71  #14494 
LCT  Flotilla  12  (Normandy  Invasion) 

#20406 
LSM  (R)  402  #12861 
LSM-221  (Amphib.)  #28318 
LST-1018  #21601 
LST-1027&569  #21312 
LST- 1097  Assn.  (WWII)  #14458 
LST- 138  #10087 
LST-223  #10777 
LST-270  (WWII)  #22698 
LST-277  (WWII)  #10466 
LST-312#10057 
LST-335  #18429 
LST-487  #17731 
LST-5#11157 
LST-574  Assn.  #18504 
LST-580  #11535 
LST-603  #18088 
LST-667  #18020 
LST-681  #10887 
LST-695  Survivors  #22961 
LST-70  (1945-46,also  CG)  #11371 
LST-700  #20680 
LST-743#11145 
LST-757  #17602 
LST-840  #10723 
LST-860  #18233 
LST-907  #17876 
LST-938  #12651 
LST-968  #10226 

Manicani  Island  SRB:  Philpns  (Incl. 

91/96th  NCBs  &  478th  AAA-1945/46) 

#21803 
MCB-10  #11841 

MCB-12  1968-69  25th  Reunion  #13863 
MCB-12  Seabees  Assn.  Inc.  #10742 
MCB-133  (Vietnam  1968/69)  #12159 
MCB-3  MAM  Deployment  (1968/69) 

#14758 
MCB-62  (1965/67)  #14064 
MILPHAP  (N)-7  (Vietnam  1967-68) 

#21268 
NAMRU-2  (WWII)  #10338 
NAS  Kaneohe  Bay,  "Kaneohe  Klippers" 

(All  Personell,  Oahu  1939/50)  #18583 
Nat'l.  CPO  Assn.  (Navy/CG)  #14476 
NCB-Bobcat  (Bora  Bora  Bobcat  Bn.) 

#10220 

NMCB-53  (Vietnam  1968-69)  #22636 
NTC  San  Diego:  FT  "A"  School  Staff 
#12647 

Omaha  Class  Ships  (CL)  #16730 

PATSU  1-11  #11475 

PATSU  1-9  (May  1943-45)  #14614 

PC-1176  #14451 

PC-558  #11781 

PCEC-873  #10515 

Radioman  Class,  Sections  141-142 

(Farragut  ID,  1945)  #12881 
RTC  Great  Lakes:  Camp  Green  Bay  27th 

Rgt.,  Co.  1408  (1944)  #13011 
RTC  Great  Lakes:  Co.  44-523  (October 

1944)  #12898 
SC-1042  (WWII)  #10000 
SC-751  #21073 

Seabees:  Naples,  Italy  (1951/56)  #17485 
Special  Weapons  Unit  Assn.  #12652 
Tin  Can  Sailors  (VA  Chapt.)  #10605 
UDT-13  (WWII)  #14573 
UDT-22  "Frogmen"  (WWII)  #16891 
USNAB  Bremerhaven,  Germany  -  (1951- 

54)  #18671 
USS  Abner  Read  DD-526  Survivor  Assn. 

#21132 
USS  ABSD-2  #10453 
USS  Acree  DE-167  (50th  Annvsy.)  #10239 


USS  Adair  APA-91  (WWII)  #11897 
USS  Albert  T.  Harris  DE-447  #20995 
USS  Albert  W.  Grant  DD-649  #17457 
USS  Albuquerque  PF-7  #13038 
USS  Alcor  AK-259  (Korea  to  Present) 
#12892 

USS  Alexander  J.  Luke  DE-577  #18099 
USS  AInitah  AK-127  (WWII)  #10818 
USS  Altamaha  CVE-18  #10774 
USS  Aludra  AK-72  #20933 
USS  American  Legion  APA-17  (VWVII) 

#17983 
USS  Amyous  ARL-2  #  1 77 1 7 
USS  Anchor  ARS-13  (WWII)  #20967 
USS  Andromeda  AKA-15  (WWII)  #17339 
USS  Annapolis  AGMR-1  (1964/Present) 

#12891 

USS  Anthony  DD-515  #21812 
USS  Aquarius  AKA-16  (Navy  &  CG) 

#23088 
USS  Arctic  AF-7  #18221 
USS  Aulick  DD-569#11243 
USS  Aventinus  ARVE-3  #17966 
USS  Bairoko  CVE-115  Assn  #17366 
USS  Bang  SS-385  #22805 
USS  Barney  DD-1 49  #11026 
USS  Basilone  DDE-824  #12895 
USS  Begor  APD-127  #10048 
USS  Betelgeuse  AKA-1 1/AK-28  #10785 
USS  Bismarck  Sea  CVE-95  (Incl.  VC-86 

WWII)  #17329 
USS  Borie  DD-215#12276 
USS  BraineDD-630  #17441 
USS  Briareus  AR-12  (VWVII  &  Korea) 

#17588 

USS  Burleigh  APA-95  (WWII)  #18508 
USS  Burleson  APA-67  (1944/46)  #11259 
USS  Butternut  YN-4/AN-9  #17591 
USS  C.  P.  Cecil  DDR-835  #13046 
USS  Cabot  CVL-28  (Incl.  Air  Squadrons 

1943/57)  #11081 
USS  Caliente  AO-53  #18485 
USS  Callaway  APA-35  (CG  Inc)  #21813 
USS  Cambria  APA-36  #13027 
USS  Canberra  CA-70/CAG-2  (Inc  Marine 

Det)  50th  Annlv  #10038 
USS  Canopus  AS-9  #10383 
USS  Caperton  DD-650  #10781 
USS  Carmita  IX-152  #20307 
USS  Carter  Hall  LSD-3  #21839 
USS  Castlerock  AVP-35  (WWII,  1944/46) 

#22120 
USS  Catskill  LSV-1  #18305 
USS  Chaffee  DE-230  #17356 
USS  Charles  Law/rence  DE-53/APD-37 

#10408 
USS  Chehalis  AOG-48  #18354 
USS  Chickasaw  ATF-83  #10324 
USS  Chilton  APA/LPA-38  (Inc  Marines) 

1942/72  #22840 
USS  Christopher  DE-100  #14386 
USS  Cimarron  AO-22  (1939/69)  #18650 
USS  Cincinnati  CL-6  #17887 
USS  Clarion  AK-1 72  #22991 
USS  Cleveland  CL-55  (Incl.  Marines) 

#10450 
USS  Cobbler  #13033 
USS  Cochino  #13032 
USS  Colonial  LSD-18  #14615 
USS  Concord  CL-10  #17515 
USS  Constant  MSO-427:  WESTPAC  (S. 

Vietnam  1964/65)  #28319 
USS  Converse  DD-509  #17900 
USS  Coral  Sea  CVA-43  Assn.  #17967 
USS  Corry  DD-463  #21157 
USS  Crater  AK-70  (WWII)  #17313 
USS  Crescent  City  APA-21  #18491 
USS  Crouter  DE-1 1  (WWII)  #18403 
USS  Dace  SS-247  #12298 
USS  Daly  DD-519  #17829 
USS  Darter  SS-227  #12297 
USS  DeGrasse  AP-164/AK-223  #17550 
USS  DeHaven  DD-469/727  #18597 
USS  DeLong  DE-684  #17730 
USS  Dickens  APA-161  (WWII)  #11215 
USS  Dixie  AD-14:  Supply  Department 

(1959-62)  #11550 
USS  Dobbin  AD-3  &  DDs-Dewey,  Hull, 

MacDonough,  Phelps,  Worden  (12/07/4 

#18094 

USS  Duffy  (DE-27)  50th  Anniv.  #22901 
USS  Dutchess  APA-98  #12121 
USS  Dutton  AGS-8  #12296 
USS  Earl  K  Olsen  DE-765  #14184 
USS  Eastland  APA-163  WWII  #14882 
USS  Eberle  DD-430#11125 


USS  Edison  DD-439  #10610 
USS  Ericsson  DD-440  #10735 
USS  Euryale  AS-22  #10642 
USS  Everett  F.  Larson  DD/DDR-830 

#10470 
USS  Fabius  ARVA-5  #1 541 6 
USS  Finback  SS-230  #12865 
USS  Frank  E.  Evans  DD-754  ASSN 

#22287 

USS  Frank  Knox  DDR-742  (1944/70) 

#10066 
USS  Franklin  CV-13  #17889 
USS  Fred  T.  Berry  DD/DDE-858  #10882 
USS  Frontier  AD-25  (1946/47  #22274 
USS  Galveston  CLG-3  #17451 
USS  Gansevoort  DD-608  #16077 
USS  General  S.D.  Sturgis  AP-137 

(Marines  Included)  #17831 
USS  George  E.  Davis  DE-357  #30106 
USS  Gillespie  DD-609  (1942/45)  #12852 
USS  Glacier  AGB-4  (1955/66)  #14868 
USS  Gladiator  AM-319  (WWII/Korea) 

#21909 

USS  Gold  Star  AG-12  (Pre-WWII  Guam 

Navy  &  Marines)  #18532 
USS  Grayson  DD-435  #10237 
USS  Gridley  DD-380  #17734 
USS  Guest  DD-472  #18197 
USS  Haas  DE-424  (VWVII)  #11314 
USS  HaleDD-642#21194 
USS  Halligan  DD-584  #10734 
USS  Halsey  Powell  DD-686  #13029 
USS  Hamner  DD-718  #23093 
USS  Hamul  AD-20/AK-30  #18527 
USS  Hank  DD-702  #18155 
USS  Hansford  APA-106  Assn.  #20390 
USS  Hanson  DDR/DD-832  #28390 
USS  Harold  J.  Ellison  DD-864  #14656 
USS  Henley  DD-391  #18209 
USS  Hermitage  LSD-34  #21218 
USS  Hersey  AP-148  #10772 
USS  Hickox  DD-673  (DESRON-52) 

#12265 

USS  Highlands  APA-1 1 9  #21 951 

USS  Hobby  DD-610  (1942-45)  #18535 

USS  Holder  DD/DDE-819/DE-401  #10026 

USS  Holt  DE-706  #17652 

USS  Hornet  Club  Inc.  (CV-8/1 2/CVA- 

12/CVS-12)  #17950 
USS  Hornet  CV-8  #18376 
USS  Hovey  DMS-1 1/DD-208  #12649 
USS  Howorth  DD-592  Assn  #18064 
USS  Hudson  DD-475  #1 1008 
USS  Hugh  L.  Scott  AP-43  (WWII)  #22378 
USS  Hunt  DD-674  (DESRON-52)  #12472 
USS  Huse  DE-145  Assn.  #18453 
USS  Icefish  SS-367  #20132 
USS  Indiana  BB-58  Assn  (Marines 

Included)  #17525 
USS  J  W  Weeks  DD-701  #21 600 
USS  J.  Richard  Ward  DE-243  #17589 
USS  Jaccard  DE-355  #13865 
USS  Jaccard  DE-355  #17882 
USS  John  R.  Pierce  DD-753  (1944/73) 

#18303 

USS  Kadashan  Bay  CVE-76A/C-20  Assn 

#18035 
USS  Kaskaskia  AO-27  #18021 
USS  Kawishiwi  AO-146  #12889 
USS  Key  DE-348  #17650 
USS  Knapp  DD-653  (WWII/Korea)  #17823 
USS  Kretchmer  DE-329/DER-329  #10433 
USS  Kwajalein  CVE-98  (WWII)  #17423 
USS  Lacerta  AKA-29  #10397 
USS  Langley  CVL-27  Assn  #21 195 
USS  UPorte  APA-151  (WWII)  #10262 
USS  Lawrence  C.  Taylor  DE-415  #21434 
USS  Leedstown  APA-56  Assn  #18353 
USS  Lenawee  APA-1 95  (Korea  1950/55) 

#11249 
USS  Leutze  DD-481  #21538 
USS  Lewis  Hancock  DD-675  (DESRON- 
52)  #12266 
USS  Liddle  APD-60  (All  Eras)  #12394 
USS  Lindsey  DM-32  #10722 
USS  Major  DE-796  #10419 
USS  Marshall  DD-676  (DESRON-52) 

#12267 
USS  Mattaponi  AO-41  #17962 
USS  Maurice  J.  Manuel  DE-351  (WWII) 

#21820 
USS  Mayrant  DD-402  #17662 
USS  McGowan  DD-678  (1943/60)  #17624 
USS  McGowan  DD-678  (WWII)  #17598 
USS  Medregal  SS-480  (1959/60)  #12359 
USS  Memhaden  SS-377  #12299 
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USS  Meredith  DD-890/1 65/434/726 
#10763 

USS  Miami  CL-89  SOthi  Anniv  #10943 
USS  Miller  DD-535  (DESRON-52)  #12468 
USS  Miller  DD-535  Assn.  #18017 
USS  Mission  Bay  CVE-59  #18408 
USS  Monrovia  APA-31  #17587 
USS  Monssen  DD-798  (WWII  &  Korea) 
#17420 

USS  Montpelier  CL-57  Assn.  West  Coast 

Chapter.  #11832 
USS  Morris  DD-417  #21285 
USS  Mount  McKinley  AGC-7  Assn. 

(1944/70)  #17977 
USS  Mullany  DD-528  #14603 
USS  Murphy  DD-603  #18499 
USSMustin  DD-413#17352 
USS  NaosAK-105  #12019 
USS  Nashville  CL-43  #18264 
USS  Nassau  CVE-16  #17379 
USS  Neches  AO-5  (WWII)  #21564 
USS  Nevii  DD/DDE/DDR-818  #14425 
USS  Newman  K.  Perry  DD-883  #14477 
USS  Nicholas  DD/DDE-449  #17466 
USS  North  Carolina  BB-55  Assn.  #17623 
USS  O'Reilly  DE-330  (WWII)  #18053 
USS  Oconto  APA-187  (Western)  #13024 
USS  Octans  AF-26  #21821 
USS  Okaloosa  APA-219  #10065 
USS  Owen  DD-536  (DESRON-52)  #12261 
USS  Parker  DD-604  (WWII)  #10415 
USS  Patterson  DD-392  #17704 
USS  Paul  Hamilton  DD-590  #18010 
USS  Penguein  M-33  #13795 
USS  Peril  AM-272  (WWII)  #12888 
USS  Phillippine  Sea  CV-47  Assn.  &  Mar. 

Det.  (KOREA)  #28301 
USS  Picking  DD-685  (WWII)  #17710 
USS  Pine  Island  AV-12  Assn.  #18457 
USS  Pittsburgh  CA-72  #10599 
USS  President  Hayes  APA-20  #17592 
USS  Presley  DE-371  #11752 
USS  Pursuit  AM-108  /  AGS-17  #1 1021 
USS  Quick  DD-490/DMS-32  #14564 
USS  Raleigh  CL-7  Assn.  #17744 
USS  Ranier  AE-5  #20212 


USS  Rapidan  AO-18  #18513 
USS  Rawlins  APA-226  (WWII)  #22004 
USS  Register  APD-92/DE-233  #17899 
USS  Reid  DD-369  #17653 
USS  Renate  AKA-36  #28286 
USS  Ringness  APD-1 00  #1 7473 
USS  Robert  E.  Lee  SSBN-601  (Blue  Crew) 
#11419 

USS  Robert  H.  McCard  DD-822  #10720 
USS  Roche  DE-185  #20449 
USS  Rogers  DD/DDR-876  #1 1 123 
USS  Russell  DD-414#18573 
USS  Sabine  AO-25  #17392 
USS  Sage  AM-111  #17761 
USS  Salem  CA-139  (Marines  included) 
#17373 

USS  Sampson  DDG-10  #16279 
USS  Samuel  S.  Miles  DE-183  #17961 
USS  Saranac  AO-74  #17476 
USS  Saratoga  CV-3/CV-60/CVA-60 

#17908 
USS  Schmitt  #18188 
USS  Schroeder  DD-501  #10657 
USS  Sellstrom  DE-255  #12883 
USS  Senate  ARL-26  #10144 
USS  Sevier  APA-233  #10782 
USS  Shamrock  Bay  CVE-84  (Incl.  VC- 

42,VC-94,VC-96  1941/46)  #18063 
USS  Shelikof  AVP-52  #21915 
USS  Shenandoah  AD-26  #20813 
USS  Shields  DD-596  (Korean  War) 

#18069 
USS  Signal  (1943/45)  #13040 
USS  Sigoumey  DD-643  (WWII)  #18309 
USS  Skate  SS-305  WWII  #12870 
USS  Spiegel  Grove  LSD-32  (1956/91) 

#12026 

USS  St  Croix  APA-231  (1944/45)  #14585 
USS  St  Lo  CVE-63  &  VC-65  #17315 
USS  Standard  Arrow  (1943/45)  #13041 
USS  Stentor  ARL-26  #13861 
USS  Stephen  Potter  DD-538  #17310 
USS  Stephen  Potter  DD-538  (DESRON- 
52)  #12263 
USS  Stevens  DD-479  (WWII)  #17912 
USS  Stickell  DD/DDR-888  #17564 


USS  Stoddard  DD-566  #18218 

USSStraub  DE-181  #18295 

USS  Sullivans  DD-537  (DESRON-52) 

#12262 
USS  Sumter  APA-52  #1 1 084 
USS  Superior  AM-31 1  (WWII)  #12819 
USS  Taconic  AGC-17  #22178 
USS  Taluga  AO-62  (WWII)  #10967 
USS  Terrell  County  LST-1 157  #13028 
USS  Teton  AGC-14  (Inc  Mar  &  Army  Det) 

#15144 

USS  Thomas  Jefferson  APA-30  (1950/55) 
#20548 

USS  Thorn  DD-647  Assn.  #21508 
USS  Tingey  DD-539  (DESRON-52) 

#12264 
USS  Tisdale  DE-33  #18051 
USS  Topeka  CLG-8  #15798 
USS  Topeka  CLG-8  1959/70  (Inc  Mar) 

#17482 
USS  Tusk  #13034 
USS  Twiggs  DD-591  #12620 
USS  Valencia  AKA-81  #11149 
USS  Vammen  DE-644  Assn 

(WWII.Korea.Vietnam)  #10592 
USS  Wadleigh  DD-689  (Plankowners, 

WWII)  #18265 
USS  Wadsworth  DD-516  #18201 
USS  Waldron  DD-699  #11119 
USS  Walter  S.  Brown  DE-258  #14383 
USS  Wasp  CV/CVA/CVS-18  (Marines  &  Air 

Grps.  incl.  1943/72)  #18682 
USS  Waukesha  AKA-84  #18275 
USS  Wharton  AP-7  #10928 
USS  Wilhoite  DE-397  #21190 
USS  Wilkes  Barre  CL-103  #10540 
USS  William  C.  Lawe  DD-763  #17799 
USS  William  P.  Biddle  APA-8  (WWII) 

#18097 
USS  Willis  DE-395  #11066 
USS  Wisconsin  BB-64  #18475 
USS  Woodford  AKA-86  (WWII)  #17691 
USS  Woodrow  Wilson  SSBN-624  #21243 
USS  Wrangell  AE-12Assn. 

(WWII/Korea/Vn/Medit.)  #21917 
USS  Yancey  AKA-93  (1962/Present) 


USS  Yokes  APD-69  #13010 
V-12  Pgm.  Natl.  (USN/USMC  mm) 
#28302 

V-12  Pgm.:  Univ.  of  Louisville  (50th  Anniv.) 
#22994 

VA-728A/A-155  (Korea)  #18460 
VB-115  (S  Pacific,  1943/44)  #12862 
VB-122  (ATTU,  SHEMYA  1944/45)  #12863 
VB/VPB-106  (WWII-50th  Anniv.)  #17759 
VB/VPB-144  (WWII)  #22742 
VJ-1  #21633 
VP-22  (WWII)  #14867 
VP-8/VPML-8A/P-201  "Patrol  Sq.  8  Alumni 

Assn."  #12648 
VP/VPB-146  #17362 
VP/VPB-18#17874 
VPB-118  (WWII)  #21303 
VQ- 1/2/5/6  #20396 
YMS-299  #20446 
YMS-369  1943/47  #10555 
YP-619  WWII  #12864 


Air  Force 


5th  Comm.  Grp.,  934th  Sig.  Bn.  (All 

Squads  Korea)  #15000 
12th  Tao  Recon  Sq,  (1917-1992)  #12840 
38th  Com.  Sq.  (France  1951/55)  #12522 
40th  Bomb  Wing  #12209 
81st  Tac.  Ftr.  Wing  (Bentwaters  England) 

#12579 

86th  Ftr  Bomber  Wing  (Germany) 

1947/Present  #12858 
90th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  "Jolly  Rogers" 

#10462 

96th  Bomb  Grp.,  339th  Sq.,  "Wildfire" 

Bomber  Crew  (B-17)  #15145 
99th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  #15147 
1 02nd  AC  &  W  Sq.  (1 951  -53)  #1 5060 
102nd  Observation  Squadron  #22845 
301  st  Air  Serv.  Grp.,  HQ  &  HQ  Sq.  #22298 
307th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  Assn,  "The  Long 

Please  turn  page 


American  Legion  Members 

Save  up  to  50%  aboard 
REGENCY  ^  CRUISES 


SAIL  THE  SUN-DRENCHED 
CARIBBEAN  FOR  7  to  11 
GLORIOUS  DAYS  ON  ONE 
OF  FOUR  FABULOUS 
ITINERARIES 

Here's  your  opportunity  to  take  the 
vacation  of  a  lifetime  and  experience 
the  best  in  Caribbean  cruising  at  prices 
available  only  to  American  Legion 
Members  and  their  famiHes. 

Sail  on  one  of  Regency  Cruises  four 
fabulous  itineraries  in  the  Caribbean 
for  as  little  as  $497  per  person*  and 
get  everything  you'd  expect  on  a  far 
more  expensive  cruise:  attentive 
European  service,  fine  continental 
cuisine,  comfortable  accommodations, 
activities  and  itineraries  with  ports  of 
call  you'll  love  to  explore. 

Don't  miss  the  boat... Call  the  Cruise 
Desk  at  Hartford  Holidays  now  to 
insure  your  reservations.  American 
Express,  Visa,  and  Mastercard  are 
accepted  for  payment. 

*Rates  are  per  person  cruise  only  based  on 
double  occupancy  of  a  category  1 1  stateroom  on 
select  sailings  of  Regent  Star  or  Regent  Spirit. 


FOUR  EXCITING 
ITINERARIES 


GEMS  OF  THE  CARIBBEAN 

Sailing  from  San  Juan  to  St.  Thomas, 

Grenada,  Trinidad,  Barbados, 
Martinique,  St.  Kitts  and  St.  Maarten 
(10  days) 
-OR- 

St.  Lucia,  Barbados,  La  Guaira, 
Curacao,  Aruba,  St.  Barts  and 
St.  Tliomas(11  days) 

LAND  OF  THE  MAYA 

Sailing  from  Montego  Bay  to  Playa  del 
Carmen,  Cozumel,  Belize,  Sto.  Tomas 
de  Castilla  and  Puerto  Cortes  (7  days) 

PANAMA  CANAL/CARIBBEAN 

Sailing  from  Montego  Bay  to  Aruba, 
Cartagena,  Costa  Rica  and  \he  Panama 
Canal  (7  days) 

ISLANDS  IN  THE  SUN 

Sailing  from  Montego  Bay  to  Port 
Antonio,  Curacao,  Bonaire  and  Aruba 
(7  days) 


THE  HARTFORD  HOLIDAYS  ADVANTAGE 

Hartford  Holidays  Travel,  one  of  the  nation's 
leading  cruise  and  tour  agencies,  offers 
American  Legion  Members  and  their  families  the 
most  for  their  travel  dollar.  We  offer  the  lowest 
possible  prices  combined  with  the  ultimate  in 
"five  star"  service.  Our  counselors,  some  of  the 
most  experienced  in  the  industry,  are  here  to 
answer  all  your  questions  and  help  you  select  a 
cruise  that  meets  or  exceeds  your  own  personal 
expectation. 

H  A  R^T;R  O  R  D 


1  Linden  Hace,  P.O.  Box  462 
Great  Neck,  NY  1 1022-9990 
Nationwide:  800-828-4813  (toU-free) 

^Please  send  me  free  brochures  on  Regency  Cruises  ^ 
,  Name   , 


Telephone  

#  of  past  cruises   

Destination  Desired 


★  * 


VETS' 


Rangers"  #13047 
314th  TC  Grp.,  62  TC  Sq.  (Korea  1951/57) 
#23073 

316th  TC  Grp.,  37th  TC  Sq,  (Korea 

1951/57)  #23072 
339th  Ftr  Sq.:  Japan  (1947/58)  #10707 
344th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  #15010 
380th  Bomb  Grp.  #30054 
405th  Ftr.  Bomber  Grp.:  TAC  (Langley 

AFB  1952/58)  #10551 
440th  Ftr  Intcp.  Sq.  #21997 
484th  Bomb  Grp.  "Pathfinder"  (49th  Bomb 

Wing.,  15th  AF  Torretta  Italy)  #10404 
547th  Ammo  Supply  Sq  #18613 
623rd  AC  &  W  Sq.  Det.  1  (Okinawa- 

1953/54)  #22831 
81 5th  TCS  "Flying  Jennies"  (C-1 1 9s 

Ashiya  Japan,  1950's)  #12893 
825th  (C)  Def.  Sq.,  "Hard  Chargers"  Assn. 

(Little  Rock  AFB)  #30052 
887th  Tac,  Msl.  Sq.,  C  Flt.(17th  AF,  38th 

Tac,  Msl.  Wing,  Grunstadt  Ge  #1 1388 
2152nd  Comm.  Sq.  #11807 
3520th  Flying  Training  Wing  (B-47,  T-33) 

#15117 
7505th  USAF  Hospital  #21612 
Air  Force  Postal  &  Courier  Assn.  (AFPCA) 

#10869 

Air  Rescue  Assn.  (Including  Army  Air 

Force)  #15115 
Air  Weather  Assn  #17266 
Avn.  58-B/C/D  #23052 
Chambley  AB,  France  (Including  Army) 

#22713 

Ellington  AFB  Navigators  &  Observers 

Assn,  #12577 
Miyako  Jima  A  Sta.  (1962/63)  #1 1808 
Pilot  Class  50-G  #15104 
Pilot  Trng.  Class  58-B-C-D  (1956/57) 

#23118 

Wheelus  AB  (Tripoli  1948/51)  #10676 


Army  Air  Force 


1st  SAD  (Strat,  Air  Dpt.,Honington 

AB.Eng.  WWII)  #16840 
2nd  Air  Div.,  392nd  Bomb  Grp.  #14280 
2nd  BAD  Assn.  #16987 
4th  Tow  Target  Sq.  (Liberty  Fid.,  GA) 

#21885 

7th  AF:  41st  Bomb  Grp.,  48th  Bomb  Sq 

(WWII)  #12733 
7th  AF:  Finance  Office  (Hickam  Field 

Hawaii,  1942/45)  #12580 
7th  Ferrying  Grp  (WWII)  #20397 
8th  AF:  Hist.  Society  (NJ  Chapt.)  #16834 
8th  Photo  Recon.  Sq.  (WWII)  #10738 
8th  Photo  Tech  Sq,  Det.A9  (Port  Lyautey, 

French  Morocco  1946  #11553 
10th  Air  Dpt.  Grp.  #13043 
12th  Bomb  Grp.,  434th  Bomb  Sq,  #22750 
12th  College  Trng,  Det.  #23109 
12th  Tac  Recon  Sq. (1917-1992)  #12839 
19th  Bomb  Grp  ,  38th  Recon,  Sqdrn 

(WWII)  #21074 
19th  TC  Sq,  Southern  Cross  Airwys  Assn 

(WWII)  #16852 
22nd  Air  Base  Grp.,  478th  Serv.  Sq,,  30th 

Mat.  Sq.  (1942/45)  #16998 
25th  Bomb  Grp  ,  Ren.  Sp.  (Former  802nd 

Ren  Watton,  England  1944/45)  #16974 
29th  Bomb  Grp  (Guam)  #13859 
30th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  (WWII)  #16829 
36th  Bomb  Sq.  Radar  Cntr  Meas.  (B-17, 

B-24  8th  AF  England,  1944/45)  #30061 
36th  Fighter  Grp.  (1939/47)  #15125 
38th  Air  Depot  Grp.,  Repair  Sq,  #21841 
40th  Bomb  Grp. /28th  Serv  Outfit  (WWII) 

#11128 

42nd  Bomb  Grp.,  390th  Bomb  Sq.  (13th 

AF)  #16851 
47th  Fighter  Sq.  (WWII)  #15056 
48th  Ftr.  Grp.,  493rd  Ftr  Sq.  #20843 
49th  Air  Dpt.  Grp.  (WWII)  #16944 
49th  Prst.  Ftr  /Ftr  Intcpt.  Sq  #20226 
50th  Air  Sen/  Grp.  (WWII)  #12646 
52nd  Ftr.  Grp.,  5th  Ftr  Sq.  #20989 
57th  Bomb  Wing  Assn  (WWII)  #16757 
57th  Ftr  Grp  (WWII)  #12859 
64th  TC  Grp.  #10141 
69th  Sen/.  Sq,  #15054 
74th  Serv  Grp.,  447th  HQ  &  HQ  Sq.,  2nd 

ADAA  (9th  AF  Serv.  Cmd.  ETO  WW 

#20243 


75th  Troop  Carrier  Sq.  #11044 

84th  Dpt.  Rep.  Sq.  #13864 

85th  Bomb  Disposal  Sq.  (Germany  1946) 

#20586 
96th  TCS/FBSATAS  #12853 
97th  Bomb.  Grp.  Assn, (8th  AF  England, 

1 5th  AF  Italy,  1 2th  AF  Africa  1 9  #  1 0435 
100th  Air  Serv.  Sq.  Assn,  (5th  AF,  WWII) 

#12896 

100th  Bomb  Grp.  (WWII)  #15029 
112th  Liaison  Sq.  #12163 
301  St  Air  Serv.  Grp.  (CBI)  #1 5079 
305th  Airdrome  Sq.  #16860 
307th  Bomb  Grp.,  370th  Bomb  Sq. 
#13044 

313th  TC  Grp.,  49th  TC  Sq.  (9th  AF  WWII) 
#11198 

322nd  TC  Sq.,  14th  Trans.  Sect.  (1942/45) 
#16786 

323rd  Bomb  Grp,  456th  Bomb  Sq.  (M) 

#10464 
336th  Air  Service  Sq.  #20278 
339th  Ftr.  Grp.  (8th  AF.  Sta.  F378, 

Fowlmere  England,  WWII)  #21845 
339th  Sen/ice  Sq.  #16791 
341st  Bomb  Grp.  (M),  22nd  Bomb  Sq. 

(CBIAWWII)  #16756 
342nd  AirSer  Sq  #12411 
354th  Ftr.  Grp.  Assn.  (353rd,  355th,& 

356th  Sqdns.)  #15136 
356th  Ftr.  Grp,  Assn.  (8th  AF)  #21629 
358th  Ftr,  Grp,  "ORANGETAILS"  (All 

Sq.&Spt.  Units  WWII)  #10635 
367th  Ftr.  Grp.  Assn.,  392nd/393rd/394th 

Ftr.  Sqs.  (ETO  WWII)  #16876 
382nd  Air  Sen  Grp,  598th  Eng  Sq. 

#12520 

387th  Bomb  Grp.  (M),  559th  Bomb  Sq, 

(WWII)  #16890 
390th  Bomb  Grp.  (WWII)  #10469 
437th  Sig,  Con.  Bn,  #15207 
446th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn,  (WWII)  #16991 
454th  Bomb  Grp.  (Italy  WWII)  #16889 
457th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  (WWII)  #20024 
507th  Air  Matenals  Sq,  #20489 
560th,  561st,  562nd  SAW  Bn.s  (WWII) 

#16982 

569th  Strat,  Air  Wing  Bn.,  Co.  C  (WWII, 

50th  Anvsy)  #20192 
585th  Bomb  Sq.  #16746 
593  SAW  (9th  AF  ETO  1943/45)  #21261 
595th  S  A  W.  Co  A,  5th  Platoon  #12546 
803rd  Bomb  Sq.  Radar  Cntr.  Meas.  (B-17, 

B-24  8th  AF  England,  1944/45)  #30062 
821st  Engr,  Avn  Bn.  #12208 
896th  Sig,  Avn,  Dpt.  Co,  (9th  AF  WWII) 

#10688 

1901st  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (Okinawa  WWII) 

#11806 
2072nd  QM  Truck  Co.  #1091 1 
4951st  Spt.  Sq.  (T)  (Eniwetok  Atoll, 

1959/61)  #12887 
AAF  Cadets  Training  (Parks  College 

St. Louis  Univ  WWII)  #12841 
Air  Commandos,  2nd(CBI)/3rd(SWPAC) 

Grps,  (WWII)  #16792 
ATC:  North  African  Div  1943/46  #13862 
Crash  Rescue  Boat  Assn  , AAF  &  USAF 

#14647 

Hanger  #1  (SAC,ATT.462  X'S  Lowry  AFB) 
#20724 

Kingman  Army  Air  Field  (Kingman,  AZ) 

North  African  Div  ATC  (1943/46)  #22291 
Pilot  Class  44-G  (Mariana, FL)  #30021 
Pilot  Class  45-C  (Marfa  TX)  #  1 1 51 3 
W  &  B  Flying  School  (Chickasha  OK, 
WWII)  #22764 


Marines 


1st  Mar.  Div.,  1st  Amp.  Tractor  Bn.  (WWII) 
#15339 

1st  Mar,  Div.,  1st  Rgt.,  2nd  Bn.  "Devil 

Dogs"  Assn.  (Korea)  #20324 
1st  Mar,  Div.,  1st  Scout/1  st  Recon  Co. 

(WWII)  #21893 
1st  Mar,  Div,,  26th  Rgt ,  3rd  Bn.,  Co,  K 

(1969-70)  #12838 
1st  Mar.  Div.,  3rd  Arm'd  Amph/6th  Amph 

Bn.  (WWII)  #17086 
1st  Mar.  Rgt.,  3rd  Bn.  Assn.  (1941/45) 

#30006 


1st  Seperate  Topo  Srvy.  PItn.  (1943/45) 
#30069 

3rd  Amph.  Trac.  Bn.  (WWII)  #17083 
3rd  Mar.  Div.  Assn.  Return  to  Guam 
#17137 

3rd  Mar.  Div.:  3rd  JASCO  #17144 

4th  Mar.  Div.,  15th  Defense  Bn.  #13037 

4th  Mar.  Div.,  23rd  Rgt.,  Rgt,  Weapons  Co. 

(WWII)  #21068 
5th  Rgt.,  3rd  Bn.  (1960)  #21618 
10th  Defense  (AA)  Bn  WWII  #17080 
11th  Rgt.,  2nd  Bn,,  E  Co,  (WWII)  #12818 
12th  Rgt.,  3rd  Bn,  (Vietnam)  #22113 
16th  Defense  Bn.  5inch  Coastal  Artillery 

(1942/45)  #17195 
27th  Rgt.,  1st  Bn.,  HQ  Co.  (WWII)  #12860 
Avn.  Supply  Marines  (East)  #17100 
Avn.  Supply  Marines  (West)  #17127 
Banana  Fleet  Marines  (1920/40)  #17168 
HMM  (HMR)  161  Assn.  #10851 
MAG-25  SCAT  (WWII)  #21038 
Mar,  Corps  Air  Trans.  Assn.  (All 

VMR/VMGR  Sqs.)  #17076 
Mar.  Det.:  USS  Missouri  BB-63  (1947/51) 

#10343 

Mar.  Det.:  USS  Philippine  Sea  CV-47 
#17091 

Marine  Support  Bn.,  L  Co.  #10560 
Manne/Navy  Paratroopers  (WWII)  #17132 
MAWS-11  (Kume  Shima)  #17134 
NAS  Bunker  Hill  IN. (Mar  Det)  #12837 
RECON  Co  s  Korea  #12636 
Tankers  Assn.,  (East  Coast  Chapter) 

#12821 
VMB-611  #17120 

VMF-115  Pilots  &  Crewmen  #14732 

VMF-121  (WWII)  #17102 

VMFA/MA311  #10088 

VMSB-133  (Incl.  MAG-24  Units)  #17113 

VMSB-241  (WWII)  #17184 

VMSB-33  Mar  Support  Grp,  44  &  23  MAG, 

3rd  Mar  Ainwing  #22168 
VMTB-131  #21526 

Wake  Island  Avengers  ■  (1941)  #17263 


Coast  Guard 


12  PBY-5A  Catalinas,  VP6  Greenland 

Patrol  1940/45  #12336 
CG  Combat  Vets  Assn.  #17019 
Greenland  Patrol  (WWII  All  45  Vessels  & 

Shore  Stations)  #23112 
LST  Assn  of  the  US  (All  Eras)  #17108 
LST-26  #10143 
LST-70  (1945/46)  #12668 
LST-763  #10838 

SC-527  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12330 
SC-528  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12331 
SC-688  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12332 
SC-689  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12333 
SC-704  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12334 
SC-705  Greenland  Patrol  1940/45  #12335 
Unit  5  (St.  Mathew  Island  1943/45) 
#14224 

USCGC  Mohawk  WPG-78  -  (GREENLAND 

PATROL  1940/45)  #17051 
USCGC  Northland  WPG-49  (Greenland 

Patrol  1940/45)  #21651 
USS  Active  WSC-125  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23128 
USS  Aivik  WYP-164  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23129 
USS  Akiak  WYP-168  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23130 
USSAIatok  WYP-172  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23131 
USS  Albatross  AM-71  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23132 
USS  Algonquin  WPG-75  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23133 
USSAmarok  WYP-166  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23134 
USS  Aquarius  AKA-1 6  #  1 701 8 
USS  Artuk  WYP-167  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23135 
USS  Arthur  Middleton  APA-25  #12665 
USS  Arundel  WYT-90  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23136 
USS  An/ek  WYP-165  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23137 
USSAtak  WYP-163  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23138 
USS  Bear  AG-29  Greenland  Patrol 


1940/45  #23139 
USS  Big  Horn  (AO)  ■  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45*12337 
USS  Bluebird  AM-72  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23140 
USS  Bowdoin  IX-50  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23141 
USS  Cactus  WAGL-270  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23142 
USS  Callaway  APA-35  (Navy  Incl.)  #17058 
USS  Cayuga  CG-54  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23143 
USS  Centaurus  AKA-1 7  #1 1 272 
USS  Cepheus  AKA-18  Alumni  (WWII) 

#17042 

USS  Citus  WAGL-300  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23144 
USS  Comanche  WPG-76  Greenland 

Patrol  1940/45  #15162 
USS  Eastwind  WAG-279  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23145 
USS  Escanaba  WPG-77  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #23146 
USS  Evergreen  WAGL-295  Greenland 

Patrol  1940/45  #12309 
USS  Faunce  WSC-138  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12310 
USS  Fredehck  Lee  WSC-139  Greenland 

Patrol  1940/45  #12311 
USS  General  Greene  WSC-140  Greenland 

Patrol  (1940/45)  #12312 
USS  General  M.C.  Meigs  AP-116  #20797 
USS  Harveson  DE-316  (1943/47)  #10081 
USS  Joseph  T  Dickman  APA-13  #30000 
USS  Laurel  WAGL-291  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12313 
USS  Manitou  WYT-60  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12314 
USS  Modoc  WPG-46  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12315 
USS  Mohawk  WPG-78  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12316 
USS  Mojave  WPG-47  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45*10522 
USS  Nanok  WYP-169  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45*12318 
USS  Natsek  WYP-170  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12319 
USS  Nogak  WYP-171  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12320 
USS  North  Star  WPG-59  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12322 
USS  Raritan  WYT-93  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12323 
USS  Richey  DE-385  (WWII)  #10633 
USS  Samuel  P.  Chase  APA-26  (WWII) 

#10284 

USS  Sorrel  WAGL-296  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12324 
USS  Southwind  WAG-280  Greenland 

Patrol  1940/45  #12325 
USS  Storis  WAGL-38  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12326 
USS  Tahoma  WPG-80  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12327 
USS  Tampa  WAG-48  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12328 
USS  Travis  WSC-153  Greenland  Patrol 

1940/45  #12329 


IVIiscellaneous 


Beirut  Veterans  of  America  (ALL 

SERVICES)  #11839 
Burtonwood  Assn.  (All)  #21734 
Confederate  Air  Force  Airshow  '93 

#12799 

Ex-POW's  of  Korea  "Nam  won  Bunch" 

(1905)  #20768 
Kaneohe  Klippers,  USN/USMC  #20929 
Korea  Revisit  Tour  #20447 
Merchant  Marines  Veterans  WWII  (50th 

ANV)  #12278 
Oflag  64  (Szubin,  Poland)  #12523 
Saigon  Mission  Assn.  #12820 
Shemya  Veterans  Assn  (ALL  BRANCHES) 

#22945 

The  Rhodesian  Vets.  Assn.  #13030 
US  Merchant  Marine  Vets  #20467 
Vietnam  Veterans,  Nebraska  #10950 
Vietnam  Womens  Memorial  Project 

(VWMP)  All  Personel  Mil.&Civ.  #12886 
Wichita  Area  Vietnam  Vets  #12570 


54 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Advertisement 


FREE 

How  To  Help  Lose 
Weight,  Beautify  Skin, 
Help  Arthritis,  Etc,  With 

HONEY  & 
VINEGAR 


NEW  ORLEANS  (Special)  Researchers 
report  Honey  and  Vinegar  are  two  of  the 
most  wonderful,  healthful  universally 
accepted  remedies  known  to  mankind. 

Now  over  40  ways  to  use  Honey  and 
Vinegar  for  healing,  health,  beauty  and 
weight  loss  are  yours  absolutely  FREE 
to  acquaint  you  with  a  book  of  rediscov- 
ered natural  home  remedies  of  the  Old 
South. 

Southern  mothers  and  nannies  used 
natural  ingredients  Uke  eggs,  herbs,  milk, 
honey  and  other  kitchen  staples  for  ev- 
erything from  backache  to  arthritis,  in- 
somnia, headaches,  etc.  And  now,  after 
years  of  research,  OVER  700  HOME 
REMEDIES  trusted  by  generations  of 
Southemo'S  are  yours  to  enjoy  in  Home 
Remedies  from  the  Old  South. 

You'll  learn  how  Grandma  used: 

•  Ammonia  for  headaches 

•  Tasty  berries  for  asthma 

•  Onion  &  vinegar  for  corns 

•  Sauerkraut  to  stop  overeating 

•  Vinegar&eggmixtureforbodyaches 

•  Dandelion  tea  for  urinary  infection 

•  Natural  mixtures  for  arthritis 

•  And  that's  just  for  starters 

You'll  find  remedies  Southerners  used 
for  nose  bleeds,  colds,  sinus,  sexual 
dysfunction,  gout,  hangovers  and  other 
ailments. 

Plus  over  150  beauty  remedies  on  car- 
ing for  skin,  hair,  eyes,  feet,  as  well  as: 

•  Relaxing  baths  &  body  rubs 

•  Body  packs  and  facial  masks  using 
staples  in  your  fridge 

•  Orange  juice  for  eye  wrinkles 

•  Lemons,  cream,  tomatoes,  flowers, 
eggs  are  a  few  of  the  concoctions  for 
beauty  used  by  SouUiem  Belles. 
For  your  FREE  COPY  OF  HONEY  & 

VINEGAR  REMEDIES  p/«j  informa- 
tion on  the  exclusive  book  Home 
Remedies  from  the  OUi  South  -  do  this 
today: 

Print  FREE  REMEDIES  on  a  piece  of 
p^per,  along  with  your  name  and  ad- 
dress, and  send  direct  to  the  publisher 
Tresco  Publishers,  Dept.  B475,  718- 
Diana  PI.  N.W.,  Canton,  Ohio  44703. 
To  help  cover  printing  and  postage,  $1 
would  be  appreciated  but  not  necessary. 
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Your  Will  Is  A  Dead 
Giveaway 


Canton,  OH  (Special)  You  can  spend 
money  for  a  Will  only  to  have  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  your  assets  needlessly 
taken  by  lawyers,  courts  and  execu- 
tors through  the  probate  process. 

Why  should  you  avoid  probate? 
Simple.  It  costs  too  much  and  takes 
too  long.  Probate  also  creates  an 
"invasion  of  your  family's  financial 
privacy!" 

Probate  can  slice  up  to  10%  from 
an  estate  and  take  months  or  years  for 
settlement. 

In  fact,  the  only  thing  worse  than 
a  Will  for  the  average  wage  earner  is 
the  nightmare  created  by  no  Will  at 
all.  Because  then  the  State  decides 
who  gets  everything  you  own. 

Now  there's  a  far  better  way  to 
protect  your  estate  than  having  only 
a  Will.  A  new  study  reveals  that  a 
living  trust  is  a  low-cost  alternative  to 
probating  a  Will,  even  for  an  average 
sized  estate. 

Today  you  can  eliminate  costly, 
time-consuming  probate  and  legal 
fees  by  using  a  simple  legal  paper 
called  a  revocable  living  trust.  It 
avoids  probate  attorney,  managerial 
and  court  fees  because  there  is  no 
Will  to  probate.  Your  family  suffers 
no  expense  or  settlement  delays.  And 
since  a  living  trust  is  revocable,  you 
can  change  your  mind  at  any  time 
about  trustees  and  who  gets  your 
assets.  Unlike  a  Will  the  estate  goes 
at  once  to  whomever  you  name  -  in 
complete  secrecy. 

The  many  advantages  of  a  living 
trust  for  the  average-sized  estate  has 
been  praised  by  estate  plarmers  and 
reported  in  financial  publications  like 
The  Wall  Street  Journal,  Business 
Week,  Money,  to  name  a  few.  You 
simply  transfer  all  your  assets  into  a 
living  trust  and  name  yourself  or 
anyone  you  want  as  trustees. 

Lawyers  can  charge  an  average  of 
$60  for  writing  a  Will  -  and  then  can 


get  up  to  10%  for  probate.  It's  smart 
to  set  up  a  living  trust. 

Working  with  a  team  of  legal 
scholars,  DSA  Financial  Publishing 
Corp.  of  Canton,  Ohio  has  prepared  a 
Living  Trust  Kit  designed  so  you  can 
easily  set  up  your  own  living  trust. 
You'll  get  complete  instructions 
written  in  easy-to-understand  lan- 
guage, plus  illustrated  step-by-step 
forms.  You  also  get  complete  guide- 
lines on  how  to  custom  tailor  your 
personal  living  trust  so  that  any 
special  wishes  you  may  have  for 
your  estate  are  carried  out. 

It's  easy  to  get  your  Living  Trust 
Kit.  All  you  have  to  do  is  send  a 
check  or  money  order  in  the  amount 
of  $9.95  plus  $2  postage  and 
handling  or  charge  to  your  VISA/ 
Mastercard  by  including  account 
number  and  expiration  date  to: 
DSA  Financial  Publishing  Corp., 
708  -  12th  St.  N.W.,  Dept.  W5030, 
Canton,  Ohio  44703.  For  even  faster 
service,  VISAA^astercard  or  C.O.D., 
call  toll  free  1-800-321-0888,  Ext. 
W5030. 

Legal  form  books  -  even  samples  - 
have  been  challenged  under  an  un- 
usual Texas  law.  Therefore,  DSA 
has  prepared  a  special  form  free  Trust 
Kit  for  Texas  residents  only.  It's 
yours  for  $7.95  plus  $2  handling. 

Examine  and  use  the  Kit  for  90 
risk-free  days.  Show  it  to  your  law- 
yer. If  you  are  not  100%  satisfied 
don't  keep  it.  Simply  tear  off  the 
cover  and  send  half  of  it  back  for  a 
full  refund. 

Want  to  save  even  more?  Do  a 
favor  for  a  relative  or  close  friend  and 
order  a  second  Kit.  That's  2  for  only 
$20  postpaid.  ©1993  dsa  dwcw 


Special  Offer 
$19.95  Living  Trust  Kit 
Now  $9.95 


VIDEO  OFFER 


from  Lee  Greenwood 
His  USO  Tours 
Now  On  Videocassette 


A  Tour  To  Remember 


Travel  with 
Lee  Greenwood 
Relive  his  USO 
tours. ...or  see 
what  you  missed! 

Highlights  from... 

CUBA 
ICELAND 
PANAMA 
ENGLAND 
SCOTLAND 
GREENLAND 

Video  Not  Available  In  Stores 

STARRING:  Lee  Greenwood...with 
Dave  Cowens  (former  NBA  All-Star) 
Gretchen  Polhemus  (Former  Miss  USA) 
Kimberley  Payne  (Former  Miss  Tenn.) 
Terry  Spruill  (Former  Miss  Delaware) 


"A  special  bond,  which  is  steeped  in 
patriotism,  develops  between  the  audience 
and  the  entertainers  when  both  are  in  a 
foreign  country,  away  from  home,  friends, 
cmd  family.  So  come  along  and  enjoy 
some  highlights  and  performance  footage 
from  some  of  our  USO  tours  and  we  think 
you'll  agree  why  we  call  every  USO  tour 
'A  Tour  To  Remember'. " 

Lee  GreenwoodJ 


If  you  order  now 
\ou  'II  also  receive 
his  HIT  Liberty  album 

"American  Patriot' 


The  most  patriotic  album  of  all  time! 

inciucies  his  multi-million  selling  recording... 

God  Bless  The  USA...Plus 

America  /  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic 
God  Bless  America  /  Dixie 
This  Land  Is  Your  Land 
America  The  Beautiful 
Star  Spangled  Banner 
The  Great  Defenders 


Both  Video  and  Cassette 
Only  $19.95  plus  $3.00  S&H 


 ORDER  FORM  

□  Send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Lee  Greenwood  -  A  Tour  To  Remember 
P.O.  Box  5003  -  Brentwood,  TN  37024 
NAME:  


VISA.  MC.  AniExp  -  Include  Card  nuinbcr  /  Exp  Date, 
(Satisfaction  Guaranteed  -  BNJ  Marketing.  Inc.) 


GHOST  PLANE 

Continued  from  page  31 


these  early,  bleak  days  of  World  War 
II.  He  hoped  someone  would  provide 
information  that  would  reveal  the 
name  of  the  phantom  pilot.  His  biggest 
break  came  during  a  Bataan  and  Cor- 
regidor  Defenders  reunion,  when  a 
man  stood  up  and  called  out: 

"I  helped  build  that  airplane!" 

The  man  was  Milton  McMullen,  a 
former  sergeant  with  the  701st  Avia- 
tion Ordinance  Sq.  of  the  19th  Bomber 
Group.  McMullen  told  about  the 
squadron's  last  flying  P-40.  During  a 
takeoff  run,  the  left  landing  gear 
sheared  off,  but  the  pilot  made  an 
excellent  landing.  "After  that,  we  felt 
she  was  good  for  one  last  flight,"  he 
said. 

"The  talk  was  of  a  flight  to  China, 
the  nearest  friendly  point  from  where 
we  were  on  Mindanao,"  he  related. 
"We  removed  all  the  machine  guns, 
stripped  the  armor  plate,  ammunition 
bins,  and  everything  not  essential  to  fly 
the  P-40."  An  external  gas  tank  was 
fastened  to  the  bottom  of  the  plane. 

McMullen  said  the  broken  landing 
gear  posed  the  greatest  challenge.  An 
attempt  to  fabricate  a  new  wheel 
failed.  Then  someone  hit  upon  the  idea 
of  using  a  bamboo  skid  with  a  metal 
frame.  "We  designed  the  skid  so  that  it 
would  fall  off  when  the  plane  got  air- 
borne and  the  pilot  could  close  the 
other  wheel,"  he  said. 

Several  designs  were  tried  over  the 
next  few  weeks.  The  final  product  was 
a  metal  frame  fitted  onto  the  axle  spin- 
dle, and  a  large  piece  of  bamboo 
formed  as  a  skid. 

"The  P-40  lay  well-hidden  back  in 
the  jungle,  with  an  open  field  in  front 


"They  feed  me  and  they  let  me  in 
and  out,  but  those  are  the  only  tricks 
they  know. " 


of  it.  No  one  could  have  found  it 
there." 

Normally,  the  Tomahawk  has  a 
cruise  speed  of  300  mph  and  a  range 
of  500  to  700  miles.  With  additional 
fuel,  and  by  throttling  back  to  an  air- 
speed of  1 80  mph,  the  men  felt  the  P- 
40  would  have  an  increased  range  of 
1,200  to  1,300  miles. 

On  Sept.  2,  1942,  hearing  a  familiar 
sound,  McMullen  looked  out  from  his 
tent.  The  P-40  he  had  labored  on  was 
airborne  and  headed  on  a  course  for 
China.  McMullen  believes  the  Ameri- 
can pilot  who  flew  the  P-40  had  been 
hiding  in  the  jungle,  one  of  those  who 
had  refused  to  surrender.  Captured 
shortly  thereafter,  McMullen  never 
heard  anything  more  about  the  P-40. 

Norris  has  interviewed  others 
involved  with  the  flight  either  on  Min- 
danao or  in  China  several  times.  He 
learned  that  after  the  mystery  P-40 
crashed  in  China,  a  group  of  pilots 
from  the  76th  Fighter  Sq.  visited  the 
crash  site. 

Among  the  group  was  Col.  Robert 
Scott,  a  former  Flying  Tiger,  and 
author  of  God  Is  My  Co-Pilot.  Guided 
by  Chinese  guerrillas,  the  group  skirted 
enemy  patrols  to  find  the  wrecked  air- 
craft. Scott  retrieved  a  partially  burnt 
diary  and  several  undamaged  letters. 
But  before  the  pilot  could  be  exhumed, 
a  Japanese  patrol  approached,  forcing 
Scott  and  his  party  to  slip  away. 

The  letters  were  mailed,  and  Scott 
read  part  of  the  diary  before  turning  it 
over  to  military  intelligence.  No  one 
knows  what  happened  to  the  diary 
after  that  point.  Norris  firmly  believes 
that  the  name  of  the  pilot  is  in  the 
diary  or  among  those  letters. 

But  it  is  50  years  since  that  flight, 
and  time  has  a  habit  of  erasing  valu- 
able information.  And  the  American 
pilots  who  flew  alongside  the  ill-fated 
aircraft  and  witnessed  the  crash  did 
not  survive  the  war. 

Who  was  this  brave  pilot  who  flew 
a  pieced-together  airplane  over  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  enemy  territory? 

Norris  has  gathered  some  informa- 
tion on  the  pilot,  much  of  it  from  Mil- 
ton McMullen.  He  was  a  volunteer 
pilot,  probably  from  Massachusetts, 
with  a  broad  Boston  accent,  and  a  Pol- 
ish-American, about  5  feet,  10  inches 
tall,  with  black  hair. 

"I  really  believe  I'm  close  to  learn- 
ing his  name,"  Norris  says.  "I  can  feel 
it."  The  next  phone  call  or  letter  may 
unlock  the  mystery  of  the  name  that 
has  eluded  him  for  so  long.  "Maybe 
even  a  reader  of  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  magazine  has  a  clue  to  the 
pilot's  name."  □ 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


DO  WE  NEED  A  NATIONAL  SALES  TAX? 


Continued  from  page  35 


important,  American 
workers  would  get  an 
instant  pay  raise  because 
they  could  keep  what 
they  earn. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  income 
tax  system  began  in  1913,  Americans 
could  then  make  sound  financial 
decisions,  not  tax-motivated  ones. 
Business  owners  could  stop  worrying 
about  their  taxes  and  instead  devote 
their  time  and  energy  to  creating  jobs. 
Instead  of  having  the  lowest  savings 
rate  of  any  industrial  nation,  America 
would  reverse  its  economic  decline. 

A  national  sales  tax  is  easy  to 
understand  and  comply  with.  The  tax 
is  paid  at  the  time  anyone  makes  a 
retail  purchase.  Economic  studies 
show  that  a  sales  tax  rate  of  16  per- 
cent would  generate  the  amount  of 
revenue  now  coming  from  the  present 
income  tax.  The  amount  of  tax  con- 
sumers would  pay  would  be  deter- 
mined by  the  quantity  of  goods  or 
services  they  purchase,  not  how  hard 
or  how  much  they  worked. 

Instead  of  escaping  taxes,  our  for- 
eign competitors  would  pay  their  fair 
share  of  U.S.  taxes  —  which  would 
put  American  manufacturers  back  on 
equal  ground.  American  exports 
would  soar  and  instantly  boom  our 
economy.  The  trade  deficit  would 
almost  immediately  vanish. 

Rather  than  a  bleak  future,  our 
children  and  grandchildren  could 
look  forward  to  the  same  kind  of 
future  we  did  —  living  in  an  America 
of  opportunity.  □ 


Taps  notices  are  limited  to  only  those  Legionnaires 
who  have  held  high  national  or  department  offices.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  extend  the  honor  to  all  members. 
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Oscar  L.  Bunker.Puerto  Rico  Department  Vice 
Commander  (1946-47),  Department  Commander 
(1947-48). 

Kennetti  Fern.KY  Department  Vice  Commander  (1957- 
58),  Department  Commander  (1958-59). 

M.C.  "IMike"  Gehr.LA  Department  Vice  Commander 
(1954-55),  Department  Commander  (1956-57), 
Alternate  National  Executive  Committeeman  (1963- 
65),  National  Executive  Committeeman  (1967-69). 

Paul  J.  l^yman,KY  Department  Historian  (1991-1993). 

Oscar  Romero,Puerto  Rico  Department  Vice 
Commander  (1952-54, 1955-56),  Department 
Commander  (1957-59). 

A.R.  Tyner  Jr.,OK  Department  Adjutant  (1955-70). 

Gorge  Ross  Ward,  Canada  Department  Commander 
(1974-75). 


NO 


permanent  replacement  for 
other  taxes. 

Contrary  to  the  claims  of 
advocates,  all  these  con- 
sumption taxes  in  Europe  do  not  help 
the  savings  rate.  Ken  Militzer,  chief 
economist  for  AT&T,  has  found  that 
"data  for  23  OECD  countries  indicate 
that  neither  consumption  taxes  in  gen- 
eral, nor  a  VAT  or  retail  sales  tax  in 
particular,  have  any  impact  on  sav- 
ings." 

Another  tax  is  not  what  America 
needs. 

Rather,  we  need  lower  taxes  of  all 
kinds,  less  money  spent  by  Washing- 
ton and  more  left  in  the  pockets  of 
American  taxpayers.  Arguing  over 
what  kinds  of  massive,  intrusive,  bur- 
densome and  expensive  taxes  the 
American  people  should  have  is  much 
like  the  same  question  they  ask 
inmates  of  Utah's  Death  Row: 
"Would  you  rather  be  shot  or 
hanged?"  □ 


DoYouorALoved 
One  Have  n'ouble 
CUmbing  Stairs? 


If  stairs  can't  be 
climbed  due  to  a 
health  or  disability 
condition,  get  a 
Wecolator'"  Stairway 
Lift  and  ride 
comfortably  up  and 
down  stairs.  There's 
a  Wecolator  model 
for  straight,  curved 
and  even  spiral 
stairways.  Customers  often  say:  "I  wish 
I'd  purchased  a  Wecolator  Lift  sooner." 

WECOIATOR^' Stairway  Lift 

Since  1935 

QlENEY 

a  division  of  Access  Industrie.s.  Inc. 

Call  Today!  1-800-568-1222 

P.O.  Box  51 188,  New  Beiiin,WI  53151  DeptAL0993 


Save  Money 

on  Solid  Hardwood  Furniture 
DO-IT-YOURSELF  KITS 

Now,  you  can  furnish  your  liome  witli  tlie  very 
finest  solid  cherry  and  oali  furniture,  and 
clocks,  at  a  fraction  of  retail 
cost. 


Imagine  a  bedroom  in  solid 
cherry  at  a  cost  of  hundreds, 
instead  of  thousands. 

Picture  your  living  room  in 
Queen  Anne  Styling.  Tables, 
lowboy,  secretary  desk.  All  this 
from  easy-to-assemble  kits  and 
easy-to-apply  finish. 


All  parts  pre-cut.  All  frames,  doors 
pre-assembled  for  you. 

Thousands  of  satisfied  customers. 


Send  $1 .00  for 
Color  Catalog 


EMPEROR 

CLOCK  COMRVNY 


WORLD'S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER  OF 
GRANDFATHER  CLOCK  AND  FURNITURE  KITS 
Dept.  4801  Emperor  Industrial  Park 
Fairhope,  AL  36532  •  Tel:  205-928-2316 


Name: 
Street: 
City:  _ 
State: 


.Zip: 
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HOMOSEXUALS 
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lum.  It  was  designed  to  teach  tolerance 
and  respect  for  a  variety  of  cultures. 

One  spark  of  controversy  was  its 
optional  reading  list,  suggesting  books 
such  as  Daddy's  Roommate  and 
Heather  Has  Two  Mommies,  which 
portrayed  gay  and  lesbian  home  life. 
Fernandez  named  the  angry  opposition 
from  religious  groups  as  a  major  fac- 
tor in  the  New  York  Board  of  Educa- 
tion's decision  not  to  renew  his  con- 
tract. Some  critics  pointed  out  that  the 
books'  producer,  Alyson  Publications 
of  Boston,  also  sold  a  gay  guide  pro- 
moting adult-child  sexual  relations. 

Publisher  Sasha  Alyson  says  his 
company  markets  the  guide  but  does 
not  publish  it.  However,  he  acknowl- 
edges, "We  have  published  books  that 
explore  the  issue,  'Are  the  age-of-con- 
sent  laws  something  that  should  be 
changed?'  I  think  it's  legitimate  to 
explore  that,"  he  says.  "As  for  people 
molesting,  abusing,  .children,  I'm  cer- 
tainly not  in  favor  ol  it." 

But  this  drive  to  adopt  gay  curricu- 


la disguises  another  agenda  to  encour- 
age youngsters  to  adopt  a  "homosexu- 
al lifestyle,"  according  to  analyst  Cliff 
Kincaid.  "Homosexuals  do  not  pro- 
duce children,  so  the  only  way  they 
can  keep  the  movement  going  is  to 
recruit  kids,"  he  says.  "One  way  is 
through  curricula.  Another  is  to 
demand  custody  and  adopt  children." 
Gay-rights  advocates  deny  any  such 
intention. 

Funding  and  programs  to 
counter  AIDS.  Gays  argue  that 
there's  not  enough  funding  to  combat 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  Critics  contend 
there's  too  much,  compared  with  what 
we  spend  for  the  biggest  health 
threats:  cardiovascular  disease  and 
cancer. 

The  National  Institutes  of  Health 
(NIH),  the  country's  premier  federal 
health  research  agency,  expects  to 
spend  about  $2  billion  in  1993  on  can- 
cer research  and  about  half  that  on 
AIDS  research.  But  there  are  far  more 
cancer  patients  than  those  with  AIDS. 
Federal  figures  provide  the  latest 
score: 

•  Cancer:  1,170,000  new  cases  esti- 
mated in  1993. 

•  AIDS:  71,196  new  cases  of  AIDS 
from  April  1992  to  March  1993. 

These  numbers  mean  NIH  spends 


USS  FRANKLIN: 

THE  SHIP  THAT  WOULDN'T  DIE 


U  chronicling  tlie  most  decorated 
ship  and  crew  in  United  States  Naval 
history.  Fighting  its  way  to  Iwo  Jima, 
Guam,  Okinawa  and  Formosa,  the 
Franklin  took  the  Kamikaze  onslaught 
and  in  turn  sank  1 60  ships  and  338 
aircraft  while  becoming  a  raging 
inferno.  Featuring  close-up,  actual 
footage,  this  video  puts  you  in  the 
middle  of  the  action.  The  men  of  the 
USS  Franklin  exemplify  that  special 
courage  that  arises  from  the  hell  of 
battle  and  this  video  pays  tribute  to 
that  courage. 

#2645  Approx.  60  minutes 
was  $39.98,  now  only...  $29.98 


about  $1,700  per  new  cancer  patient 
compared  with  $15,000  for  each  new 
AIDS  patient  —  more  than  eight  times 
as  much. 

Yet  gay  activists  point  to  other  esti- 
mates from  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  that  suggest  roughly  a  million 
Americans  are  infected  with  the  virus 
causing  AIDS  —  far  greater  than  the 
number  who  have  active  symptoms. 

Using  that  estimate,  the  AIDS- 
research  cost  drops  to  about  $1,000, 
about  40  percent  less  than  what's 
spent  per  person  with  cancer. 

All  numbers  seem  to  suggest, 
though,  that  research  on  cardiovascu- 
lar problems  is  seriously  shortchanged 
compared  with  both  cancer  and  AIDS. 

The  total  spent  in  1992  for  several 
research  programs  investigating  how 
to  stop  heart  attack,  stroke  and  other 
circulatory  killers  comes  to  less  than 
$1  billion,  a  comparatively  paltry  sum 
considering  that  cardiovascular  dis- 
ease afflicts  more  than  70  million 
Americans  and  killed  930,000  in  1990 
alone. 

Obviously,  both  gays  and  hetero- 
sexuals concerned  about  health  ought 
to  be  lobbying  for  more  money  to 
fight  heart  disease,  which  takes  a  huge 
toll  of  human  life  without  regard  to 
sexual  orientation. 

Opportunities  in  the  military. 
Homosexual  groups  argue  that  the  50- 
year-old  Department  of  Defense 
Directive  banning  gays  from  military 
service  is  unfair  and  costly.  They  say 
that  the  rationale  for  the  anti-gay  poli- 
cy is  similar  to  arguments  used  to 
restrict  blacks  from  the  military  years 
ago. 

The  gay-rights  group  says  that  the 
cost  of  discharging  1,000  gay  service 
members  in  1990  alone,  considering 
wasted  training  and  retraining  for 
replacements,  came  to  $27  million. 
That  was  one  rationale  for  the  pres- 


"One  patch  makes  me  stop 
smoking,  one  patch  makes  me  eat 
less,  one  makes  me  floss  more 
often,  one  makes  me  drink  eight 
glasses  of  water  everyday,  one 
makes  me  take  the  stairs  instead  of 
the  elevator... " 


For  VISA,  MC,  Discover  orders,  call  toll-free  24  hours: 

1'800'959-0061  Ext.  FR2 

Or  send  your  name,  address  with  check  or  money  order  for  S29,98  plus  S3. 95  shipping  and  handling  to: 

Fusion  Video,  100  Fusion  Way,  Dept.  FR2,  Country  Club  HiUs,  IL  60478. 


58 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


sure  on  President  Clinton  to  seek  an 
anti-gay  directive. 

Opponents  of  overturning  the  ban 
say  the  comparison  with  blacks  is 
unfair  because  gays  are  asking  for  pro- 
tection solely  on  the  basis  of  their  sex- 
ual behavior.  Blacks  can't  change  the 
color  of  their  skin,  say  critics  who 
support  discrimination  laws  safeguard- 
ing ethnic  minorities.  But  changing 
the  directive  to  protect  behavior  opens 
more  complex  issues. 

The  "don't  ask,  don't  tell"  compro- 
mise discussed  on  Capitol  Hill  doesn't 
completely  solve  the  issue  for  either 
side. 

Under  "don't  ask,  don't  tell,"  gays 
could  serve  as  long  as  they  kept  quiet 
about  their  sexuality.  Clinton  seemed 
to  endorse  the  idea  in  May  when  he 
said  in  a  television  interview  that  most 
Americans  favored  letting  gays  serve 
if  homosexual  GIs  kept  their  sexual 
life  to  themselves. 

In  a  Wall  Street  Journal  poll  pub- 
lished this  year,  47  percent  of  those 
canvassed  said  they  opposed  allowing 
openly  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  serve, 
while  43  percent  favored  admitting 
gays.  But  more  than  half  of  the  oppo- 
nents said  they  wouldn't  dispute  gay 
enlistments  as  long  as  the  homosexu- 
als didn't  openly  declare  that  they 
were  gay,  and  observed  the  code  of 
military  conduct. 

After  some  earlier  waffling,  the 
President  appears  to  be  sliding  toward 
a  position  acceptable  to  most  Ameri- 
cans. 

But  gays  are  objecting  to  one  of  the 
statements  the  President  has  made  on 
the  issue:  "We  are  trying  to  work  this 
out  so  that  our  country  does  not  appear 
to  be  endorsing  a  gay  lifestyle,"  he 
said. 

Acceptance  of  gays  as  normal, 
healthy  humans.  Most  homosexuals 
who  speak  to  the  press  argue  that  the 
way  they  live  is  no  different  from  the 
lifestyle  on  Main  Street.  "Yesterday  I 
engaged  in  the  gay  lifestyle,"  says 
Miriam  Ben-Shalom,  a  lesbian.  "I 
went  shopping  and  did  laundry  and 
cooked  dinner.  What  is  America  so 
afraid  of,  anyway?" 

Brendan  Daly,  press  secretary  to 
Massachusetts  Rep.  Gerry  E.  Studds, 
who  is  homosexual,  says  the  vast 
majority  of  gay  people  are  turned  off 
by  fringe  elements  in  the  gay-rights 
movement  such  as  those  who  tout 
"man-boy  love"  or  sex  with  animals. 

"Those  are  perversions,"  says  Daly, 
who  says  he  himself  is  heterosexual. 
Where  does  he  draw  the  line?  "People 
are  so  afraid  of  homosexuality,  or 
appalled  by  it,  that  they  equate  the 


two,"  perversions  and  homosexuality, 
he  says.  "We  obviously  don't  equate 
them.  If  you  are  homosexual,  that's 
just  the  way  you  are.  It's  not  a  perver- 
sion. It's  not  a  sickness." 

LaBarbera  counters  that  spokesmen 
for  the  gay  movement  may  have 
learned  how  to  manipulate  the  media 
recently,  but  the  way  gays  live  is  still 
X-rated. 

"When  gays  say,  'We  don't  do 
that,'  I  think  that's  disingenuous,"  he 
says.  "When  you  read  [gay]  literature, 
you  find  a  heavy  emphasis  on  pornog- 
raphy. I  just  interviewed  a  guy  who 
had  between  300  and  400  sexual  part- 
ners in  the  space  of  four  years.  The 


more  Americans  know,  the  more 
they'll  understand  that  this  is  no  clas- 
sic minority." 

Amid  such  heated  arguments,  prob- 
ably both  sides  would  agree  with  Gary 
Bauer  at  the  Family  Research  Council. 

"There  are  deep  divisions  in  Amer- 
ican life,  more  so  than  at  any  time 
since  the  1850s  when  the  country  was 
in  turmoil  over  slavery,"  Bauer  says. 
"I  believe  [the  gay  rights  issue]  is 
going  to  be  a  defining  issue  in  the  '90s 
and  beyond,  and  that  even  though  one 
can  hope  for  moderation  —  and  I  do, 
on  both  sides  —  I  think  it's  ultimately 
going  to  be  hard  to  find  common 
ground."  □ 
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The  BatUe  to  Save  VA  Research 


AT  PRESS  time,  The  American 
Legion  was  appealing  to  Con- 
gress to  give  more  money  to  VA 
research  and  preserve  the  medical 
miracles  it  creates. 

National  Commander  Roger  A. 
Munson  told  a  joint  session  of  the 
House  and  Senate  Veterans  Affairs 
committees  that  VA  medical  and 
prosthetic  research  needed  $280 
million  for  FY  1994.  In  addition, 
Legion  spokesmen  have  repeated 
this  recommendation  during  four 
congressional  hearings  this  year. 

President  Clinton's  budget  pro- 
posal for  FY  1994  provides  only 
$206  million  for  VA  research;  $26 
million  less  than  the  1993  funding. 

While  developing  the  Presi- 
dent's budget  proposal,  VA  Secre- 
tary Jesse  Brown  was  struggling 
with  a  logjam  of  thousands  of  vet- 
erans' claims  at  the  Veterans  Ben- 
efits Administration  (VBA). 
Brown  recommended  that  the  Pres- 
ident shift  $26  million  from  the 
VA  research  budget  to  hire  addi- 
tional VBA  employees. 

That  left  the  FY  1994  VA 
research  budget  at  $206  million, 
meaning  only  1,400  of  the  2,100 
research  projects  currently  under- 
way would  be  funded.  And  one- 
third  of  all  VA  research  projects  up 
for  review  in  1994  would  not  be 
renewed,  the  second  year  in  a  row 
that  no  new  research  projects 
would  be  funded. 

It  also  means  money  for  new 
AIDS,  cancer  or  Alzheimer's 
research,  and  money  for  new  stud- 
ies to  improve  care  for  aging  veter- 


ans would  be  at  risk. 

Fortunately,  VA  research  has 
powerful  allies,  both  inside  and 
outside  Congress. 

Secretary  Brown  came  under 
heavy  fire  in  both  House  and  Sen- 
ate hearings  for  the  $26  million 
shortfall  in  the  research  budget. 
Rep.  G.V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery, 
chairman  of  the  House  Veterans 
Affairs  Committee,  urged  Rep. 
Louis  Stokes,  chairman  of  the 
House  Appropriations  Subcommit- 
tee on  VA,  HUD  and  Independent 
Agencies,  to  restore  the  $26  million 
for  research.  Stokes  transferred  the 
money  from  VA  health  care  and 
gave  it  to  VA  research. 

After  intense  pressure  from  The 
American  Legion,  other  veterans' 
organizations,  medical  colleges 
and  physicians,  the  House  added 
$20  million  more  to  VA  research, 
bringing  the  total  to  $252  million. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  Senate  side, 
John  D.  "Jay"  Rockefeller,  Diane 
Feinstein  and  Patrick  J.  Leahy  cir- 
culated a  letter  supporting  the 
House's  increased  budget.  At  press 
time,  20  senators  had  signed  the 
letter,  and  according  to  a  Rocke- 
feller staffer,  at  least  50  senators 
are  expected  to  endorse  it.  Sup- 
porters hope  the  letter  will  per- 
suade Sen.  Barbara  Mikulski, 
chairwoman  of  the  Senate  Appro- 
priations Subcommittee  on  VA, 
HUD,  and  Independent  Agencies, 
to  match  the  House-passed  mea- 
sure. 

The  Senate  was  expected  to  vote 
after  the  August  recess.  —  K.S.  □ 
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VA  RESEARCH 

Continued  from  page  24 


quality  of  care  VA  provides  to  veterans 
would  most  certainly  diminish  if  these 
gifted  physicians  cannot  get  the  funds 
to  carry  out  their  research." 

Currently,  139  of  the  171  VA  med- 
ical centers  (VAMCs)  are  affiliated 
with  102  medical  schools.  The  affilia- 
tion accounts  for  30,000  medical  resi- 
dents and  22,000  medical  students 
receiving  at  least  a  portion  of  their  edu- 
cation at  VA. 

VA  researchers  and  experts  told 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  magazine 
that  this  vital  training  program  for 
America's  future  health  providers  may 
soon  wither.  Says  Indianapolis 
researcher  Clark,  "I  already  know  we 
have  two,  perhaps  three  of  our  top  peo- 
ple that  we  are  going  to  lose.  Without 
the  research,  there  is  no  reason  for 
them  to  remain  here." 

It  works.  VA  research  has  come  a 
long  way  since  it  was  created  by  Con- 
gress in  1947.  In  the  early  years,  VA 
succeeded  in  improving  prosthetics  for 
GIs  who  had  lost  limbs  through 
wartime  injuries.  Its  mission  has  vastly 
expanded  since  then. 

"VA  medical  research  has  achieved 
health-care  improvements  for  disabled 
veterans  while  bringing  scientific 
advances  to  the  society  at  large,"  VA 
Secretary  Jesse  Brown  told  THE 
AMERICAN    LEGION  magazine. 

Just  in  the  last  year,  VA  research 
discovered  a  genetic  link  showing  that 
genes  may  make  some  people  more 
prone  to  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disor- 
der; established  that  age  and  race  play 
a  part  in  the  effectiveness  of  high 
blood  pressure  medications;  and  made 
major  advances  in  the  study  and  pre- 
vention of  osteoporosis. 

"In  an  era  when  health  care  domi- 
nates the  news,  it  is  unfathomable  that 
our  leaders  think  so  little  of  VA's 
R&D  accomplishments  on  behalf  of 
veterans  and  the  nation  that  they  will 
allow  it  to  waste  away,"  Munson  states 
firmly. 

Perhaps  Sen.  Rockefeller  sums  it  up 
best.  "VA  plays  a  leading  role  in  iden- 
tifying cost-effective  ways  to  provide 
high  quality  care,  something  that  will 
become  increasingly  critical  as  our 
nation  goes  forward  with  national 
health-care  reform. 

"We  would  be  foolish  to  stifle  VA's 
ability  to  carry  out  this  enormously 
important  work."  □ 
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retirement  are  very  sUm." 

When  should  you  start  retire- 
ment planning?  "At  least  five  years 
ahead  of  time,"  says  Perkins.  Take 
advantage  of  any  preretirement 
help  your  employer  offers.  Em- 
ployees are  invited  to  Polaroid's 
retirement-planning  seminars  when 


they  reach  50. 

Some  people  don't  wait  that  long. 
Says  Perkins,  "It's  more  and  more 
common  for  people  to  make  inquiries 
in  their  40s,  to  ask  for  a  'window- 
shopping  session'  in  their  early  50s, 
and  to  have  four,  six  or  eight  hours  of 
counseling  in  the  last  12  to  18  months 
before  retirement." — G.W.  □ 
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 RH9 1  Save  $4.95!  Get  both  for  only  $29.95  plus  $3.95  p&h. 

CA,  Ml  and  NY  residents  add  sales  tax. 
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America's  First 
Silver  Dollar 

Real  legal  tender  of  the  13  Colonies  and  early  U.S. 


Struck  in  silver-rich  New  Spain  from  1 772  to  1 825, 
these  niagnificent  silver  dollars  were  popularly 
used  in  the  13  Colonies  and  remained  official  legal 
tender  in  the  United  States  until  1857.  Denomi- 
nated 8  Reales  (or  8  bits),  they  were  the  most 
favored  trade  silver  dollars  in  the  world.  Clipper 
ships  carried  them  to  China,  where  our  Fine  quality 
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silver  dollar  comes  with  certificate  of  authenticity. 
While  supplies  last,  prices  are  as  follows:  1  -2  coins, 
$75each;  3-4  coins,  $72  each ;  5-9  coins,  $69  each; 
1 0  coins,  $675  (save  $75).  Limit  1 0.  Order  #71 44A. 
To  order  by  credK  card,  call  toll-free  1-800-451- 
4463  at  any  time.  Or  send  a  check  or  money  order 
to:  International  Coins  &  Currency,  Inc.,  1 1  E.  State 
SL,  Box  218,  Dept.  2830,  Montpelier,  VT  05601. 
Add  $2  for  postage.  Special  presentation  cases 
for  individual  coins  are  $2.50  each.  Satisfaction 
guarantee:  30-day  return  privilege.  r^g^ 
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plete  their  526s  [claims  forms].  All  of 
that  is  just  adding  to  the  backlog. 

ROCKEFELLER:  And  to  a  small 
extent,  so  is  the  increase  of  PTSD  and 
sexual  harassment  claims  by  women 
veterans.  Women  tend  not  to  say  any- 
thing while  they  are  in  the  military 
because  their  bosses,  or  who  they  must 
report  it  to,  are  usually  men. 

But  when  they  become  veterans  — 
maybe  against  their  will  —  because  of 
downsizing,  they  start  opening  up. 
And  where  do  they  open  up?  They 
open  up  to  the  VA  system. 

Q.  So,  just  what  is  COVA  doing  to 
cause  most  of  the  backlog? 

Brown  :  I  think  even  before  you  get 
to  COVA,  we  have  to  look  at  what 
impact  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
has  on  the  process.  They  remand  50 
percent  of  all  of  their  cases.  That 
means  that  those  cases  have  to  be 
worked  over  again. 

Then  you  must  factor  in  what  hap- 
pens whenever  COVA  makes  a  deci- 
sion. That  decision  has  to  be  equally 
applied  to  all  cases  across  the  country. 
It's  not  like  it  used  to  be.  No  decision 
was  precedent-setting,  generally. 
Now,  each  COVA  decision  decided  by 
three  or  more  COVA  judges  is  prece- 
dent-setting and,  therefore,  VA  must 
apply  these  decisions  to  all  cases. 

Q.  What's  the  solution? 

BROWN:  We  do  not  anticipate  that 
we're  going  to  ever  be  able  to  get  the 
massive  number  of  new  people  in  the 
system  to  allow  us  to  attack  those 
cases,  so  we're  going  to  have  to  be 
much  more  creative  in  how  we  ap- 
proach the  problem. 

We're  going  to  try  to  get  some  leg- 
islation introduced  that  will  give  us  an 
additional  242  to  244  positions.  We're 
also  trying  to  change  the  law  so  we 
can  eliminate  the  need  to  send  out 
financial  statements  (IQ  cards)  to  the 
750,000  pensioners  whose  only  other 
source  of  income  is  Social  Security. 

We  have  legislation  allowing  us  to 
match  IRS  and  Social  Security  com- 
puter tapes.  We  can  run  them  against 
our  own  VA  records  and  record  the 
information  automatically.  We  are  try- 
ing to  get  this  legislation  extended. 


This  would  free  up  some  240  positions 
which  could  help  us  reduce  die  back- 
log. 

ROCKEFELLER:  To  me,  this  is  a  pri- 
ority issue  on  which  all  three  of  us 
gentlemen  are  going  to  have  to  work 
together.  I  feel  one  of  die  most  humili- 
ating diings  that  can  happen  is  when  it 
takes  six  and  a  half  months  for  a  ser- 
vice-connected disability  claim  to  be 
acted  upon. 

Q.  Another  suggestion  to  help 
reduce  the  backlog  is  to  cut  BVA's 
three-member  hearing  board  down 
to  one  board  member.  Do  you  favor 
that? 

BROWN:  Yes,  I  support  the  idea  of 
one-person  decision  boards.  That 
would  allow  the  other  two  people  to 
work  on  other  cases  and  help  clear 
some  of  the  backlog.  But  I  am  also 
concerned  that  we  establish  safeguards 
to  make  sure  people  are  not  hurt 
because  of  one-person  decisions.  We 
have  written  draft  legislation  that 
would  allow  the  Board  of  Veterans 
Appeals  to  go  to  a  one-person  hearing. 
The  draft  is  currently  under  review. 

Q.  You  have  described  a  lot  of  pos- 
sible changes  in  the  VA  system. 
Whatever  happens,  you  gentlemen 
will  undoubtedly  play  a  signiflcant 
role.  Can  you  offer  us  any  reassur- 
ing words? 

MONTGOMERY:  I  think  we  can  safely 
say  we  three  are  going  to  do  all  we  can 
to  protect  the  VA  health-care  system 
as  we  know  it  today.  □ 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


Readers  who  can  help  these  veterans  are  urged  to 
write  a  witness  letter,  including  the  CID  number.  Send  the 
letters  to  CID,  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  Box  1055, 
Indianapolis  IN  46206. 

Notices  are  published  only  at  the  requests  of  American 
Legion  Service  Officers  representing  claimants  using 
Search  for  Witness  Forms  available  from  Department 
Legion  Service  Officers. 

5th  Field  Depot,  FMF  William  Roger  Runyan  needs 
witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at  the  5th 
Field  Depot,  Guam,  December  1945  to  September 
1947,  he  suffered  ear  infection  due  to  jungle  fungus. 
Contact  CID  1211. 

AAF  16th  Bomb  Sq.  (L),  27th  Bombardment  Grp.  (L) 
Robert  Neely  Palmer  needs  witnesses  to  verify  that 
while  stationed  at  Key  Field,  Meridian,  Miss.,  in 
August,  September  or  October  1942,  his  plane 
crashed  and  he  injured  his  left  leg.  Contact  CID 
1210. 

Co.  B,  79th  Engr.  Bn.  James  Floyd  Gray  needs 
witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  on  the 
Marshall  Islands  (Enewetok)  during  the  late  '40s  and 
early  '50s,  he  was  exposed  to  radiation.  Contact  CID 
1208. 

M  Div.,  USS  Bon  Homme  Richard  (CV-31)  Allen  E. 
Greene  needs  witnesses  to  verity  that  in  mid  June 
1952  he  injured  his  right  knee  in  the  forward  engine 
room.  Contact  CID  1209. 
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met  Georgia's  foremost  sculptor  of 
monumental  statues,  Merab  Mer- 
abishvili,  and  his  father,  Konstantine. 
The  87-year-old  Konstantine  had  just 
moved  back  to  live  with  his  son.  He 
waved  his  hand  over  the  unfinished 
sculptures  in  the  studio  and  explained, 
"My  son  needs  me  here."  I  realized 
then  that  the  word  "need"  —  the 
essential  seed  of  longevity  —  was 
being  repeated  everywhere  I  went. 

Take,  for  example,  the  manager  of 
the  Bakuriani  ski  resort,  Otar  Got- 
siridze.  Trailing  him  wherever  he 
goes  is  his  grandson,  Sandro,  2,  who 
came  bounding  out  of  the  family's 
chalet,  eyes  wide.  "Come  on,  San- 
dro," says  Gotsiridze,  hoisting  the  boy 
to  his  shoulders,  "I  need  you  to  show 
our  guests  where  we  would  stage  the 
Winter  Olympics." 

Tbilisi  native  Olga  Katz  recalls  the 
village  she  often  visited  as  a  child.  "In 
Georgia,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
babysitter,"  she  says.  "And  there  are 
few,  if  any,  old  folks'  homes.  The 
grandparents  take  the  children  to 
school,  and  look  after  the  household. 

"When  the  parents  must  play  the 
role  of  parents,  the  grandparents 
become  the  children's  best  friends. 
They  pass  along  family  folklore,  the 
art  of  friendship  and  the  secrets  of 
influence  and  persuasion. 

"Even  in  adulthood,  grandchildren 
seek  their  grandparents'  wisdom.  It 
certainly  makes  the  grandparents  feel 
needed.  But  you  see,  the  grandparents 
have  created  this  need  by  making 
themselves  important  factors  in  their 
grandchildren's  development.  Chil- 
dren have  enormous  respect  for  their 
elders." 

Storytelling  "is  the  very  soul  of 
grandparenthood,"  says  Katz.  And  for 
Georgian  men,  this  ancient  skill 
blooms  into  "an  absolutely  grand  tra- 
dition" of  the  toastmaster  at  important 
and  not-so-important  events. 

"There  are  different  toasts  for  each 
occasion,  whether  it  be  a  birthday,  a 
funeral  or  just  the  Sunday  dinner," 
Katz  told  me.  "The  bigger  the  event, 
the  harder  it  is  to  be  toastmaster.  But 
the  best  can  improvise  poetry,  glass  in 
hand,  to  everyone's  amazement. 

"It  is  a  great  honor  to  be  the  top 
toastmaster.  Everyone  strives  for  it, 
and  is  measured  by  that  standard.  The 
children  watch,  learn  and  imitate. 


They  see  the  need  for  memory,  poise 
and  charm. 

"And  the  singing!  The  children 
climb  into  their  grandparents'  laps  to 
learn  those  special  polyphonic  songs. 
And  maybe  dancing  afterward." 

Katz,  who  now  works  in  a  Stanford 
University  library,  added  wistfully,  "If 
you  grow  up  this  way,  it's  hard  to 
adjust  to  another  environment." 

I  was  also  having  problems  in 
another  environment.  When  it  came 
time  to  leave  Tbilisi,  I  couldn't  find 
my  stamped  customs  form  at  the  air- 


port, and  agent  wouldn't  let  me  on  the 
plane.  As  if  sensing  my  need,  my  old 
travel  companion,  Zezva  Gugun- 
ishvili,  happened  to  be  at  the  airport 
and  came  to  my  rescue.  She  leaned 
over  the  railing  and  applied  some 
poetic  persuasion  to  the  officer,  who 
shrugged. 

"Go  ahead,  Rodney.  It's  OK,"  she 
said. 

I  couldn't  help  feel  that  with  people 
like  me  in  her  life,  her  longevity 
would  be  assured. 

Long  Live  Zezva.  □ 
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can  Legion  must  stand  up  for  what  is 
right. 

Ronald  G.  Stinebiser 
^-  San  Marcos,  Calif. 

The  Army  taught  me  that  we  were 
all  "green."  I  owe  my  life  to  a  fellow 
NCO  who  happened  to  be  gay.  If  he 
hadn't  been  there,  I  wouldn't  be  writ- 
ing now.  To  me,  he's  a  hero. 

Patrick  von  Wittman 
Taunton,  Mass. 

Ray  forgot  to  mention  that  of  all 
sexual  categories,  lesbians  have  the 
lowest  incidence  of  AIDS,  so  by  his 
logic,  they  are  the  most  desirable  can- 
didates for  the  military. 

Tom  Scott 
San  Francisco 

Our  biggest  objection  to  allowing 
homosexuals  in  the  military  is  that 
because  they  don't  reproduce,  they 
have  to  recruit  young  people  to  join 


{ 


them.  Young  people  joining  the 
Armed  Forces  who  have  never  been 
away  from  home  and  the  influence  of 
their  families  will  become  cherries 
ripe  for  picking  by  homosexual  petty 
officers  and  sergeants. 

Rolyn  W.  Olson 
Mary  L.  Olson 
Rock  Island,  III. 

I  appreciate  the  support  the  Legion 
has  given  to  keeping  the  ban  on  homo- 
sexuals in  the  military.  Again,  thank 
you  so  much  for  taking  a  stand. 

Daniel  C.  Roper 
Houston 

French  Corrections 

I  want  to  point  out  an  error  in  the 
article,  "The  Village  That  Remem- 
bers," by  Dan  Carlinsky  (June).  The 
29th  Division  did  not  "breeze  through 
Ste.  Mere  Eglise."  It  had  to  travel  18 
miles.  This  division  was  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  ETO  and  proved  itself  at 
Omaha  Beach  and  later  at  St.  Lo. 

Glynn  Welsh 
Irvine,  Ky. 

John  Steele's  parachute  did  catch  on 
the  church  steeple,  but  in  contrast  to  the 


movie.  The  Longest  Day,  he  was  cut 
down  by  German  soldiers  during  the 
night  and  taken  captive.  After  visiting 
St.  Mere  Eglise  myself,  I  recommend 
that  vistors  find  a  spot  outside  the  town 
to  park,  and  walk  to  the  village.  It  is  a 
delightful  way  to  see  the  area. 

Daniel  D.  Holt 
Director,  Eisenhower  Center 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Library 
Abilene,  Kan. 

Legion  Healtit  Plan 

As  a  veteran  who  is  grateful  for 
past  service  of  VA  doctors,  I  support 
the  Legion's  health-care  plan  ("The 
Legion's  Plan  to  Save  Veterans' 
Health  Care,"  June).  And  I  hope  to 
continue  to  use  VA  as  much  as  I  can 
afford. 

Leo  Rainville 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 

The  problem  with  VA  is  not  under- 
funding  but  the  quality  of  services 
given  to  veterans.  As  a  VA  doctor,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  greatest  impedi- 
ment to  top  quality  VA  health  care  is 
the  lack  of  competition  for  the  VA. 
VA  has  grown  complacent  because  no 
matter  how  poorly  it  might  serve  its 
clientele,  it  need  not  worry  about 
funding.  The  quickest  and  most  rea- 
sonable method  of  bringing  fiscal 
responsibility  to  VA  is  for  it  to  be 
faced  with  competition. 

Dr.  Steven  T.  Charles 
Torrance,  Calif. 

Space  Race 

While  acknowledging  the  genius 
of  artist  Robert  McCall  ("Roaming 
The  Galaxies  With  Artist  Robert 
McCall"  by  Pat  Murphy,  June),  let's 
give  credit  to  the  real  pioneer.  As  Ray 
Bradbury  eloquently  says  in  the  intro- 
duction of  The  Art  of  Robert  McCall, 
"Before  him  was  Chesley  Bonestell, 
who  inspired  all  other  artists  in  the 
corridor  to  pull  up  their  space  socks 
and  head  for  zero  gravity." 

Melvin  H.  Schuetz 
Waco,  Texas 

Prostate  Surgery 

In  Dr.  John  E.  Wennberg's  letter 
(Vetvoice,  "Surgery  vs.  Drugs," 
June),  he  states,  "As  of  March  1, 
1993,  we  could  find  no  articles  in 
medical  literature  reporting  on  the 
results  [of  laser  surgery  of  the 
prostate]  in  humans.  Until  adequate 
studies  are  done,  judgment  must  be 
reserved." 

I  sent  Dr.  Wennberg  a  computer 
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printout  listing  of  several  articles  pub- 
lished in  1992  referring  to  laser 
surgery.  I  had  a  visual  laser  ablation 
prostate  in  January.  From  my  experi- 
ence, I  would  not  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend it  as  a  great  improvement  over 
the  old  method  of  transurethral  resec- 
tion or  cutting  out  of  tissue.  It  must,  of 
course,  be  done  by  a  competent,  fully 
qualified  surgeon  trained  in  laser  tech- 
nology. 

Clyde  Sloan 
Newport,  Ore. 


Postal  Pouting 

Each  morning,  all  across  America, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  employed 
American  Legion  members,  veterans 
and  disabled  veterans'  wives  are  eager 
to  work  for  the  U.S.  Post  Office.  Why 
don't  all  you  cry  baby  editors  shut 
your  faces  about  false  high  postal  rates 
and  pay  the  true  amount  of  postage 
necessary  to  support  these  carriers' 
wages?  ("First  Casualties  of  the  Postal 
War,"  Your  American  Legion,  May) 
Or  would  your  rather  see  them  unem- 
ployed, too? 

Anton  J.  Novak 
Deerbrook,  Wis. 


Restoring  A 


What  action  was  taken  against  the 
two  teenagers  who  destroyed  the  Sol- 
diers' Monument  in  Dayton  National 
Cemetery  ("The  Final  Salute:  Where 
Heroes  Rest"  by  Managing  Editor 
Miles  Epstein,  May)? 

Robert  Neumeier 
Ada,  Ohio 


Editor's  note:  The  two  teenagers 
who  destroyed  the  Soldiers'  Monu- 
ment at  Dayton  National  Cemetery 
caused  $492,000  in  damage  and  were 
convicted  in  juvenile  court  for  the 
crime.  They  were  sentenced  to  pay 
restitution  and  have  to  date  paid 
$1,300  toward  restoration  of  the 
memorial. 


Honor  Guards 

Assistant  Editor  Ken  Schamberg's 
article,  "The  Changing  Face  of  Honor 
Guards"  (May)  is  disturbing.  As  ^  par- 
ticipant in  our  Post's  honor  guard,  I 
know  we  are  all  getting  old.  And  I 
often  wonder  if  there  will  be  anyone 
left  to  carry  on  the  tradition  when  we 
are  laid  to  rest? 

AlvinD.  Walker 
Hoopestown,  III. 


MEN'S  WALKING  &  GOLF  SHOES  AS 
COMFORTABLE  AS  YOUR  OLD  LOAFERS! 

Remember  your  old  loafers?  Lind  Shoes, 
longtime  producer  of  the  finest  bowling 
shoes,  now  makes  the  most  comfortable 
men's  walking  and  golf  shoes. 
Made  100%  in  the  USA,  Lind  shoes  provide 
comfort  and  long  lasting  wearability. 
We  are  so  sure  you  will  like  them,  we  offer  a  money-back  guarantee. 
Only  $79.95  plus  $4.75  shipping  and  handling. 

Call  or  write  for  a  free  brochure. 
Lind  Shoe  Co.  1 -800-532-9930  Ext.  256 
501  Laser  Drive,  Somerset,  Wl  54025 


Sleep  Better  On  Air 


Adjust  Firmness 
to  Fit  Your 
Exact  Needs 


•  Research  shows  94%  of  back  pain 
sufferers  say  Select  Comfort  gives 
them  the  back  support  they  need 
to  get  a  better  night's  sleep. 


Unique 
air-cushion 

design  contours  to  your 
body,  providing  superior  back 
support  and  comfort. 


Customized  Comfort -You  Control  The  Firmness. 


Revolutionary  Air  Support  System. 

Select  Comfort's  unique  air  support 
sleep  system  lets  you  control  the  reel  and 
firmness  of  your  bed — simply  by  pushing 
a  button.  Your  mattress  can  be  firmer  than 
the  firmest  innerspring  or  softer  than  the 
softest  feather  bed.. .helping  you  sleep 
more  comfortably,  reducing  back  pain  and 
muscle  aches,  and  providing  true  support. 
Change  the  firmness  whenever  you  like 
to  meet  your  exact  preference. 

Adjust  Your  Side  Separately. 

Inside  the  mattress  are  two  air  chambers. 
You  can  adjust  your  own  side  independently. 
With  Select  Comfort,  you  satisfy  your  own 
needs  without  compromise. 


Select  Comfort  provides  proper  back  support  and 
contours  to  your  body,  distributing  wei^t  evenly. 


Try  Risk-Free  for  90  Nights. 

Sleep  on  a  Select  Comfort  for  90  nights. 
If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied,  return  it 
for  a  full  refund. 

15  Year  Warranty. 

Discover  why  96%  of  Select  Comfort 
users  recommend  it  to  their  family 
and  friends. 

"I  am  a  doctor  and  often  come  home  exhausted. 
This  mattress  is  the  most  comfortable  I've  tried." 

Dr.  Connie  Horn,  M.D.,  Clarlcsville,  OH 
"For  the  first  time  in  years,  we  ivalce  uj)  imthout 
aches  and  pains  and  have  more  energy! ' 
Mr.  &Mrs.  Dennis  Clevenger,  lawrenceville,  GA 

Call  now 
for  your 

and  FREE  Brochure 

1-800-831-1211 

I  

nVC  C  I     Please  send  me  a  FREE 
ICj  D  ;     Video  &  Information  Packet. 


f  KEF  VIDEO 


Innerspring  mattresses  create  pressure  points 
and  uneven  support, 

Watcrbeds  rely  on  displacement  and  can  cause  a 
"hammock  effect,"  bending  your  spine  unnaturally. 


Address 
City  


 State  _ 

Evening  Phone  (  ) . 


.  Zip. 


Select  Comfort  Corp. 

9301  75th  Ave.  N.  Dept.  1588 
Minneapolis,  MN  55428-1003 

©  Select  Comfort  Corp.  1 993  Dept  1 588 
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HOME  SCHOOLING 

Continued  from  page  27 


homeschool  often  use  everyday  life  as 
a  learning  experience,  combining 
household  activities  with  textbook 
learning.  As  part  of  her  math  studies, 
Amy  Danielson,  a  9-year-old  home- 
schooler  from  Portland,  Ore.,  does  the 
ordering  for  her  family's  natural  foods 
co-op.  She  calls  merchants  and  farm- 
ers, and  adds  up  the  bills. 

"Sometimes  people  are  wary  of 
dealing  with  a  little  girl,  but  once  I 
speak  to  them  and  explain  that  she's 
being  homeschooled,  they  usually  take 
the  time  to  work  with  her,"  says  her 
mother,  Diane. 

Homeschooled  students  also  use 
local  nature  centers  or  museums  to 
supplement  their  homeschooling. 

Jeremy  Nye,  a  17  year-old  from 
Vermont,  who  has  been  homeschooled 
all  his  life,  is  taking  a  course  on  build- 
ing a  solar  car  at  his  community's 
vocational  center.  In  addition  to  work- 
ing on  automotive  projects,  Jeremy 
finds  time  to  take  piano  lessons  and 


practice  martial  arts. 

Some  homeschoolers  also  add  to 
their  "book  learning"  by  starting  cot- 
tage industries.  The  book,  Earning 
Your  Own  Money,  published  by  Holt 
Associates,  describes  the  money-mak- 
ing projects  of  several  homeschoolers. 
One  kid  hauls  scrap  metal  to  the  local 
salvage  yard.  Another  baby-sits  regu- 
larly. Two  sisters  breed  hamsters  and 
sell  them. 

"Homeschooled  students  have  more 
time  to  focus  their  energy  on  what 
interests  them,  business  related  and 
otherwise,"  says  Patrick  Farenga,  pres- 
ident of  Holt  Associates. 

Probably  the  most-publicized 
homeschooled  graduate  is  Grant  Col- 
fax, son  of  Micki  and  David  Colfax 
who  wrote  the  widely  acclaimed  book, 
Homeschooling  for  Excellence. 

When  Grant  was  15,  the  Colfaxes, 
of  Bonnville,  Calif.,  encouraged  him  to 
pursue  a  topic  in  depth.  He  picked  ani- 
mal biology  and  raised  award-winning 
goats  that  sold  for  more  than  $1,200 
each.  He  later  went  to  Harvard  on  a 
full  scholarship  and  received  a  Ful- 
bright  scholarship  to  graduate  school. 

THE  RESULTS 

Success  stories  like  Grant's  are 


Revolutionary  •  EASY  TO  USE! 

TRIMMER/MOWER/ 
BRUSHCUTTER 
ON  WHEELS! 

The  DR®  TRIMMER/MOWER 
rolls  "light  as  a  feather" on 
two  BIG  WHEELS! 
TRIMS  far  easier,  beuer, 
more  precisely  than  hand-held 
trimmers;  MOWS  everything 
from  whole  lawns  (even 
wet!)  to  tough,  waist- 
high  growth  with  ease! 
CUTS  BRUSH  and 
saplings  up  to  5"  thick 

with  optional  

blade  shown  below 


•Perfect 
for  ALL 
mowing  and 
^  trimming 
around  smaller 
properties,  vaca- 
tion homes,  etc.... 
finish-up  mowing 
and  trimming  after 
riding  mowers  on 
larger  parcels... 
clearing  and 
rough-area 
maintenance 
everywhere. 

•Easy  for  anyone  to  use! 

Please  mail  coupon  below  for  FREE 
DETAILS  about  the  Revolutionary 
DR®  TRIMMER/MOWER! 

Please  rush  complete  free  details  of  the  Revolutionary  * 
IDR*  TRIMMERAIOWER  including  prices  and  specifications  I 
lof  Manual,  Electric-Stiirting  and  Professional  Models,  and  | 
|"Off-Season"  Savings  now  in  effect.  There's  no  obligation.  ^ 

IName  

'Address  ^ 


"/  have  never  used  a  brushcutter  myself  as 

easy  and  efficient  as  this  combination.  And  ^ciiy  state 

m^^'ir-  "^'"^ '^^  '"^  "'^"^  Ito:  country  HOME  PRODUCTS®;  Dept.  49309  \ 

-Jack  Walden,  President.  Saw-Tech  Industries  i_  _  _  Box  89  J^erry  Road,  Charjotte        05445  _ 


reinforced  by  standardized  test  scores 
of  homeschools.  Most  studies  show 
that  students  who  are  taught  at  home 
perform  above  the  national  average. 

A  recent  study  of  homeschoolers  in 
Alabama  showed  that  their  grammar 
school  Stanford  Achievement  Test 
Scores  to  be  equal  to,  or  above,  the  test 
scores  of  students  in  conventional 
schools.  Studies  by  both  the  Oregon 
Department  of  Education  and  the  Ten- 
nessee Department  of  Education  yield- 
ed similar  results. 

In  Alaska,  students  who  participate 
in  a  partially  state-managed  home- 
schooling  program  score  significantly 
higher  on  the  California  Achievement 
Test  in  reading,  math,  language  arts 
and  science. 

The  Homeschool  Legal  Defense 
Association  sponsored  the  largest 
nationwide  study  of  home-educated 
students  to  date.  Examining  test  data 
from  4,600  children  whose  families 
were  members  of  their  organization, 
the  association  found  that  the  children 
averaged  at,  or  above,  the  80  percentile 
on  standardized  achievement  tests  in 
all  areas. 

Today,  hundreds  of  top  colleges 
including  Boston  University,  Harvard 
University  and  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  regularly  accept  home- 
schooled  students. 

Nevertheless,  critics  sometimes  say 
that  when  families  homeschool,  they 
jeopardize  a  child's  socialization.  But 
here  again,  numerous  studies  indicate 
that  homeschooled  students  come  out 
ahead. 

When  evaluating  socialization  lev- 
els, psychologists  traditionally  measure 
self-concept,  or  how  students  view 
themselves  and  others.  In  a  study  as  a 
part  of  his  doctoral  thesis  at  Andrews 
University,  Dr.  Welsey  Taylor  exam- 
ined 224  homeschooled  students  in 
grades  4  to  12.  Taylor  determined  that 
the  self-concept  of  homeschoolers  was 
significantly  higher  than  that  of  public 
school  students  in  all  six  subscales  of 
the  Piers-Harris  Children's  Self  Con- 
cept Scale  —  a  test  commonly  recog- 
nized as  a  good  indicator  of  socializa- 


THE  LEGAL  ISSUES 

Although  the  requirements  differ 
from  state  to  state,  homeschooling  is 
now  legal  in  all  50  states.  But,  even 
with  test  results  proving  homeschooled 
students'  academic  competence, 
there's  still  some  legal  roadblocks  to 
teaching  children  at  home. 

In  New  Jersey,  for  example,  parents 
must  get  permission  from  local  school 
authorities.  And  in  Michigan,  parents 
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must  have  a  teaching  certificate  to 
homeschool.  Michigan  is  the  only  state 
with  such  a  requirement,  and  home- 
schoolers  there  are  working  to  overturn 
the  regulation. 

The  Homeschool  Legal  Defense 
Association  based  in  Peaonian,  Va., 
provides  low-cost  legal  advice  and  ser- 
vices to  families  who  run  into  prob- 
lems with  the  law.  Reflecting  the 
leaming-at-home  boom,  the  associa- 
tion is  experiencing  enormous  growth. 
Two  years  ago,  it  had  18,000  mem- 
bers. Today,  it  has  more  than  28,000 
members. 

The  association  has  come  to  the  aid 
of  homeschoolers  such  as  Jackson 
Taylor.  The  NCAA  declared  the  Uni- 
versity of  Akron  freshman  linebacker 
academically  ineligible.  Taylor,  who 
was  homeschooled  by  his  parents 
using  materials  from  Christian  Liberty 
Academy,  was  forced  to  give  up  his 
scholarship  four  days  before  his  first 
game  of  the  season.  The  NCAA 
thought  that  he  used  homeschooling 
courses  to  inflate  his  grades,  because 
his  A-minus  grades  didn't  jibe  with  his 
college  board  scores. 

Within  hours  of  the  NCAA's 


announcement,  the  Homeschool  Legal 
Defense  Association  jumped  to  Tay- 
lor's  defense  and  conferred  with 
NCAA  officials.  Apparently,  the 
NCAA  was  unaware  of  the  Christian 
Liberty's  extensive  accreditation.  Two 
weeks  later,  the  NCAA  reinstated  Tay- 
lor's scholarship. 

The  association,  along  with  the 
National  Center  for  Homeschooling, 
has  also  been  trying  to  convince  the 
Department  of  Defense  (DoD)  to 
accept  homeschooling. 

According  to  the  National  Center, 
homeschooled  students  are  not  recog- 
nized as  bona  fide  high  school  gradu- 
ates by  the  Department  of  Defense,  no 
matter  how  well  they  do  on  the  Armed 
Services  -National  Battery  test. 

Last  July,  Inge  Cannon,  associate 
director  for  the  National  Center,  met 
with  Secretary  of  Defense  Richard 
Cheney  to  explain  the  difficulties  that 
homeschooled  students  encounter 
when  they  try  to  enUst  in  the  military. 
The  National  Center  is  still  waiting  to 
hear  from  DoD  on  the  matter. 

THE  FUTURE 

For  all  the  obstacles  that  home- 


schoolers  still  encounter,  the  signs  of 
the  times  indicate  the  homeschooling 
movement  will  continue  to  gain  mo- 
mentum. 

Parents  who  are  considering  educat- 
ing their  children  at  home  now  have 
numerous  magazines,  books,  support 
groups  and  organizations  to  turn  to  for 
guidance  and  support.  School  districts 
nationwide  are  even  providing 
resources  such  as  library  access  to  their 
local  homeschoolers.  And  many  public 
schools  permit  homeschoolers  to  play 
on  their  sports  teams. 

Does  this  booming  homeschooling 
trend  point  to  an  ever  greater  failure  of 
the  public  schools?  Many  parents  say 
yes.  "A  mass  exodus  to  alternative 
forms  of  education  is  in  the  offing," 
predicts  one  homeschooling  parent. 
Proof  of  such  an  exodus  can  already  be 
seen  on  a  T-shirt  popular  among  thou- 
sands of  homeschoolers.  It  reads: 

"FAMOUS  HOMESCHOOLERS 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Florence 
Nightingale,  Booker  T.  Washington, 
Thomas  Edison,  Agatha  Christie, 
Andrew  Carnegie, 

ME."  □ 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Discover  Amish  Folk  Medicine's 
Natural  Health  Secrets 


If  you  are  concerned  about  prescription 
drugs  and  their  side  effects... not  to  mention 
their  spiraling  cost. .  .Look  at  the  Amish.  They 
are  robust  and  healthy.  Yet  they  rely  on  simple, 
drug-free  home  remedies  and  folk  medicine  for 
their  everyday  health  problems. 

Their  philosophy  is  "What's  old  is  of  the 
good."  They  claim  their  folk  medicines,  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  still  work 
today  for  everything  from  colds  to  kee-gretz 
(foot  fungus.) 

An  encyclopedia  of  their  natural  health  se- 
crets, called  The  Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk  Med- 
icine is  now  available  to  the  general  public.  It 
has  hundreds  of  proven  home  remedies  using 
simple  items  you  have  around  your  home  like 
vinegar,  salt,  soda,  onions— even  olive  oil. 
You'll  be  amazed  at  the  ordinary  spices  and 
herbs  the  Amish  use  for  their  health  qualities. 

This  extraordinary  health  guide  was  in- 
spired by  a  collection  of  little-known  folk  medi- 
cines gathered  by  the  home  remedy  editor  of  a 
magazine  published  for  the  Amish. 

Speaking  of  these  health  secrets,  she  says,  "A 
doctor  was  usually  called  as  a  last  resort,  after 
everything  else ftiiled,  and  this  wasn't  often." 

Learn  Amish  health  secrets  like  these: 


•  Backache?  This  home-made  liniment  has  been 
used  for  years  to  relieve  aches  and  pains. 

•  Poor  memory?  The  Amish  swear  by  this 
common  seed  to  sharpen  the  memory. 

•  Can't  take  aspirin?  Discover  the  natural  ingre- 
dients that  have  pain  killing  properties. 

•  Allergies?  Use  nature's  antihistamine. 

•  Arthritis  pain?  An  all-natural  tonic  can  give 
hours  of  relief 

•  Prostate  trouble?  A  good  dose  of  this  ordi- 
nary tea  is  the  Amish  secret. 

•  Want  to  slop  smoking?  Learn  age-old  ways  to 
kick  the  habit. 

•  Drouble  sleeping?  This  simple  remedy  is  said 
to  induce  a  peaceful  slumber. 

•  Nervous?  Enjoy  blissful  tranquility  without 
drugs. 

•  Thinning  hair?  Proof  of  this  remedy  is  seen 
in  Amish  people's  luxuriant  hair  and  beards. 

You  also  learn  health  tips  for:  constipation, 
cold  sores,  menopausal  problems,  sinus  trou- 
ble, hemorrhoids,  varicose  veins  and  more. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  trusted 
home  remedies  in  The  Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk 
Medicine.  Learn  how  to  make  "Go  Back" 
drops,  the  Amish  stomach  remedy  Prepare 
their  "Green  Mountain  Salve"  for  boils  and 


sores.  Mix  up  some  "Good  Samaritan  Oil"  for 
colds.  Leam  Amish  flu  remedies.  Discover  6 
ways  to  relieve  muscle  cramps,  how  the  Amish 
use  red  beets  to  fight  infection,  which  vegetables 
and  fruits  can  cleanse  and  heal,  and  the  Amish 
natural  weight  loss  method. 

After  a  tiring  day  try  the  Amish  cure  for  au- 
gewachsen.  That's  their  word  for  the  aches 
that  come  from  a  long  buggy  ride,  but  it  works 
for  any  kind  of  muscle  fatigue. 

Right  now,  as  part  of  a  special  introductory 
offer,  you  can  receive  a  special  press  run  of  The 
Wisdom  of  Amish  Folk  Medicine  for  only 
$8.95  plus  $1  postage  and  handling.  Your  sat- 
isfaction is  100%  guaranteed.  You  must  be 
completely  satisfied,  or  simply  return  it  within 
90  days  for  a  full  refund-no  questions  asked. 

HERE'S  HOW  TO  ORDER:  simply  print 
your  name  and  address  and  the  words  "Amish 
Folk  Medicine"  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  mail  it 
along  with  a  check  or  money  order  for  only 
$9.95  to:  THE  LEADER  CO.,  INC.  Publish- 
ing Division,  Dept.  AM303,  PO.  Box  8347, 
Canton,  Ohio  44711.  (Make  checks  payable  to 
The  Leader  Co.,  Inc.)  VISA  or  MasterCard 
send  card  number  and  expiration  date. Order 

now.  ©1993  The  Leader  Co.,  Inc. 
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An  especially  candid  response 
comes  from  Dr.  William  Darrow,  one 
of  the  first  to  recognize  AIDS  as  a 
sexually  transmitted  disease.  "It  was 
mainly  political,"  says  Darrow,  now 
chief  of  the  CD's  Behavioral  and  Pre- 
vention Research  branch.  "It  was 
intended  to  improve  access  to  health- 
care services  for  women  and  other 
groups  who  felt  they  were  not  getting 
their  fair  share,  and  they  brought  a  lot 
of  pressure  to  bear." 

The  National  Cancer  Institute's  Dr. 
Biggar  notes  that  similar  revisions 
were  enacted  in  1985  and  1987,  affect- 
ing the  number  of  reported  AIDS 
cases. 

Much  the  same  way,  other  common 
assumptions  and  perceptions  about 
AIDS  are  often  based  on  nonsequiturs 
or,  in  varying  degrees,  on  evidence 
that  amounts  to  less  than  meets  the 
eye. 

''AIDS  is  out  of  control."  The 
World  Health  Organization  (WHO) 


forecasts  that  by  2000,  between  25 
million  and  30  million  people  world- 
wide will  be  infected  with  AIDS.  In 
some  African  nations,  AIDS  is  already 
widespread.  Uganda  bears  the  inglori- 
ous distinction  of  being  the  world's 
foremost  AIDS  hotbed.  WHO  reports 
34,6 1 1  confirmed  cases  of  AIDS  in  a 
nation  of  just  17  million — an  astound- 
ing incidence  of  1  in  500. 

However,  the  African  outbreaks  on 
which  the  bleakest  projections  are 
based  may  not  be  relevant  to  circum- 
stances elsewhere.  Sanitation  and 
medical  hygiene  in  Third  World 
nations  leave  much  to  be  desired. 
Questions  have  also  been  raised  about 
whether  African  men  declaring  them- 
selves heterosexual  are,  in  fact,  exclu- 
sively heterosexual;  even  sporadic 
episodes  of  bisexuality  markedly 
heighten  the  risk  of  contracting  AIDS. 

"You  can't  compare  Kinshasa 
[Zaire]  with  middle-America,"  says 
Biggar. 

"AIDS  is  now  cutting  a  wide  swath 
through  the  American  mainstream." 

CDC  says  that  through  September 
1992,  about  a  quarter  of  a  million 
AIDS  cases  had  been  reported  in  the 
United  States  —  of  those,  160,372 
have  died.  The  CDC  estimates  that  1 


The  Terminology  of  AIDS 

Continued  from  page  29 

of  migrating  to  internal  organs. 
KS  was  found  in  a  remarkable 
number  of  early  AIDS  patients, 
but  for  some  unknown  reason,  is 
less  common  today, 
oil  Opportunistic  Infections. 
Microbial  diseases  that  take  hold 
in  people  whose  immune  systems 
are  severely  weakened.  These 
infections  are  the  ultimate  cause 
of  death  in  AIDS  patients. 
PCPl  Pneumocystis  Carinii  Pneu- 
monia. A  type  of  01,  PCP  is  a 
rare  form  of  pneumonia,  almost 
never  fatal  in  people  other  than 
AIDS  victims. 

T-CELLSl  T-lymphocytes.  There 
are  two  types:  T-helper  cells, 
which  mobilize  the  immune  sys- 
tem to  fight  specific  diseases,  and 
T-suppressor  cells,  which  shut  the 
immune  system  off.  AIDS 
destroys  the  helper  cells. — S.S.  □ 


million  Americans  now  carry  the  HIV 
virus,  and  at  least  5  percent  of  them 
per  year  will  develop  full-blown 
AIDS.' 

Yet,  the  vast  majority  of  cases  con- 
tinue to  occur  among  the  same  risk 
groups  originally  identified  with  the 
epidemic:  gay  men,  58  percent;  and 
IV  drug  users,  23  percent.*"  Heterosex- 
uals account  for  just  6  percent  of  the 
mix.^ 

"AIDS  is  not  getting  its  due  from 
the  government. "  An  argument  can  be 
made  that  AIDS'  image  as  America's 
"forgotten  epidemic"  is  an  impression 
scripted  largely  —  and  quite  literally 
—  in  Hollywood,  where  AIDS  is  a 
cause  celebre.  The  disease  has  taken  a 
heavy  toll  there,  and  industry  icons 
make  impassioned  speeches  at  every 
opportunity. 

Further,  the  public's  fascination 
with  the  entertainment  world  means 
that  when  a  Rock  Hudson  or  a  Liber- 
ace  or  a  Nureyev  succumbs  to  AIDS, 
the  impact  in  publicity  for  the  cause 
is  immeasurable. 

But  it's  also  misleading.  With  a 
national  death  rate  of  11.8  individuals 
per  100,000,  AIDS  ranks  nowhere 
near  many  other  diseases  as  a  killer. 
Together,  heart  disease,  283.3  per 
100,000,  and  cancer,  at  202.9,  account 
for  about  half  of  all  deaths."  Even  in 
California,  with  its  large  gay  popula- 
tion, the  AIDS  mortality  rate  swelled 
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by  slightly  less  than  10  percent  in 
1993  —  about  the  same  level  of 
increase  as  the  homicide  rate.' 

Worldwide,  about  2.8  million  peo- 
ple have  died  of  AIDS  since  the  HIV 
virus  was  first  isolated;  by  contrast, 
malaria  kills  almost  2  million  people 
annually.'" 

The  fact  is  that  the  $2.9  billion 
spent  by  the  government  on  AIDS 
research"  last  year  represented  an  allo- 
cation of  13  times  as  much,  per  fatali- 
ty, as  was  spent  on  cancer.'^ 

"New  means  of  AIDS  transmis- 
sion keep  cropping  up."  The  unfortu- 
nate case  of  Kimberly  Bergalis,  a 
young  Florida  woman  who  apparently 
contracted  AIDS  from  her  dentist,  not 
only  generated  national  headlines,  but 
sparked  a  panic  over  the  "ease"  by 
which  the  disease  can  be  spread  by 
health-care  professionals. 

Although  the  tragedy  changed  the 
practice  of  dentistry  in  America,  Big- 
gar  suspects  that  Bergalis  and  four 
others  were  "intentionally  infected"  by 
the  dentist,  David  Acer.  Outside  of  the 
Acer  case,  the  CDC  has  no  evidence 
of  a  single  instance  in  which  transmis- 
sion of  AIDS  occurred  during  dental 
work. 

Mike  Hughes  of  the  California 
Office  of  AIDS  agrees.  "There  is  no 
growing  body  of  scientific  literature  to 
heighten  suspicion  that  practitioner-to- 
patient  is  a  potential  means  of  trans- 
mission," he  says. 

The  CDC  is  preparing  a  study  of 
84  patients  who  turned  up  HIV-posi- 
tive after  treatment  by  AIDS-infected 
health-care  professionals.  In  her  pre- 
liminary report,  CDC  staffer  Dr.  Mary 
Chamberland  echoes  Hughes  re- 
marks." 

As  for  the  future,  a  dispassionate 
look  at  the  AIDS  phenomenon  leaves 
room  for  much  greater  optimism  than 
headlines  might  suggest. 

"We're  at  the  crest  of  this  thing, 
and  in  a  few  years,  you're  going  to  see 
a  distinct  falling-off,"  declares  Biggar. 
"It's  a  matter  of  the  nature  of  the 
behaviors  involved  in  spreading 
AIDS,  and  the  self-limiting  life  cycle 
of  the  epidemic  in  that  population." 

That's  a  delicate  way  of  saying  that 
AIDS  singled  out  gays  because  anal 
sex  provides  a  more  efficient  means  of 
passing  the  virus  from  one  host  to 
another.  Rectal  sodomy  brings  infect- 
ed semen  into  contact  with  tiny  fis- 
sures commonly  found  in  the  anus, 
thus  "injecting"  the  virus  directly  into 
the  bloodstream. 

Promiscuity,  rampant  in  gay  circles 
until  the  mid-' 80s,  compounds  the  risk 
simply  because  the  more  sexual 


encounters  one  has,  the  greater  the 
odds  of  exposure. 

"The  fact  is  that  a  lot  of  the  people 
who  were  driving  this  epidemic  are 
going  to  be  moving  out  of  the  pic- 
ture," says  Biggar.  "Put  bluntly, 
they're  going  to  die  off."  Once  that 
occurs,  the  frequency  of  new  infec- 
tions should  slow  dramatically. 

Actually,  that  trend  may  already  be 
underway.  While  it's  true  that  the  per- 
capita  frequency  of  AIDS  is  still 
increasing,  the  rate  of  increase  has 
slowed  in  each  of  the  past  two  years.'" 
Biggar  emphasizes  that  many  of  the 
"new"  cases  we're  seeing  now  are  the 
result  of  infections  that  took  place  in 
the  mid-' 80s,  "when  many  gay  males 
still  weren't  taking  the  AIDS  threat 
seriously." 

Today,  however,  gays  face  a  clear 
choice — abandon  high-risk  behaviors 
or  perish — either  one  of  which  will 
stem  the  spread  of  disease. 

Darrow  is  less  sure  about  how 
quickly  the  threat  will  abate,  but  he 
doesn't  expect  to  see  "anywhere  near 
the  same  rate  of  secondary  and  tertiary 
infection  among  heterosexuals  that  we 
saw  in  the  gay  population." 

Even  Dr.  Dan  William,  a  long-time 
AIDS  activist  whose  New  York  prac- 


tice concerns  itself  primarily  with  gay 
men's  health  issues,  says,  "I  think  the 
epidemic  has  peaked." 

More  encouraging  news: 

•  "AIDS  is  not  infectious  in  the 
normal  way,"  Surgeon  General  Novel- 
lo  admits.  "You  get  it  only  through 
sex,  blood  contact  or  IV  drug  use." 
And  surprisingly  enough,  AIDS  has 
what  immunologists  call  a  "low  conta- 
gion coefficient."  In  the  17  years  since 
carriers  of  the  HIV  virus  first  were 
documented  in  West  Africa,  there 
have  been  a  number  of  cases  in  which 
only  one  member  of  a  heterosexual 
couple  developed  AIDS  despite  many 
years  of  unprotected  sex. 

•  Society  is  taking  steps  to  protect 
its  low-risk  members  from  the  negli- 
gence or  malfeasance  of  high-risk 
members.  Many  states  have  amended 
laws  to  include  felony  charges  against 
AIDS  sufferers  who  knowingly  place 
other  individuals  at  risk. 

Similarly,  a  San  Diego  jury  exoner- 
ated a  doctor  who  had  refused  to  pro- 
vide specialized  medical  treatment 
that  would  help  an  AIDS-infected 
homosexual  conquer  impotence.  The 
jury  reasoned  that  by  denying  the  man 
the  capacity  to  transmit  his  deadly 
Please  turn  page 
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affliction  to  others,  the  doctor  was 
"acting  in  the  best  interests  of  public 
health.'"^ 

•  The  scientific  community  has 
made  definite  inroads  against  AIDS. 
"In  1987,  no  one  lived  more  than  two 
years  after  the  first  episode  of  Pneu- 
mocystis," says  AIDS  activist 
William.  Today,  thanks  to  a  variety  of 
drug  treatments,  "people  live  more 
than  five  years  after  their  first 
episode,"  he  says. 

Most  experts  feel  that  a  preventive 
vaccine  will  be  developed  within  a 
few  years.  The  search  for  an  actual 
cure  has  been  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  "the  virus  changes  about  every  30 
minutes,"  says  CDC's  Dr.  Darrow. 
"This  is  a  very  smart  virus,  and  we 
never  know  what  it's  likely  to  do 
next." 

The  drug,  VaxSyn,  is  about  to  be 
tested  in  Sweden  for  its  ability  to 
reverse  AIDS  in  people  already  infect- 
ed.That,  of  course,  would  be  a  major 


breakthrough. 

In  the  meantime,  Biggar  and  Dar- 
row agree,  monogamous  heterosexuals 
enjoy  virtual  foolproof  protection 
against  the  most  common  means  of 
AIDS  transmission.  Granted,  it's  a 
question  of  how  long  you've  been 
monogamous.  Given  the  extraordinary 
incubation  period,  it's  possible  that  a 
person  involved  in  a  committed  rela- 
tionship today  may  already  have  con- 
tracted the  disease  years  ago. 

But,  says  Biggar,  if  you've  been 
with  someone  faithfully  for  10  years 
and  neither  of  you  test  positive  for  the 
virus,  then  the  danger  of  getting  AIDS 
from  each  other  is  nil.  He  adds  that 
even  as  far  as  infidelity  is  concerned, 
"while  I  hesitate  to  say  anything  that 
might  encourage  high-risk  behavior, 
the  odds  of  getting  AIDS  from  a  single 
heterosexual  encounter  are  maybe  one 
in  a  million." 

Sexual  restraint  offers  no  protection 
against  contaminated  blood  from  a 
blood  transfusion,  but  such  blood  sel- 
dom gets  past  screening  procedures 
now  used  universally.  Even  though  the 
AIDS  virus  continues  to  mutate  into 
strains  that  are  not  so  easily  detectable 
through  the  accepted  tests,  the  risk 
remains  slight. 


Between  1984  and  1992,  there  were 
3,156  AIDS-related  deaths  due  to 
blood  transfusions"  —  this  in  a  popu- 
lation of  over  3.5  million  transfusion 
recipients  per  year.'*  Further,  in  many 
of  those  cases,  the  virus  was  contract- 
ed pre-screening.  "It's  a  cliche  but  it's 
true,"  says  William.  These  days, 
"You're  in  greater  danger  each  time 
you  get  behind  the  wheel  of  your  car." 

Darrow  offers  similar  reassurances 
to  members  of  the  active  military  who 
may  be  concerned  about  an  increased 
number  of  gay  enlistees.  "First  of  all, 
closet  gays  have  been  in  the  military 
for  a  long  time,  and  we  haven't  seen 
any  epidemic  of  AIDS,"  he  says.  Sec- 
ond, soldiers  are  checked  for  HIV  on 
an  annual  basis. 

Third,  as  Biggar  wryly  puts  it,  "In 
order  for  transmission  of  the  disease  to 
occur  in  battlefield  conditions,  you'd 
have  to  have  a  situation  where  two 
soldiers  had  major  gross  injuries  that 
were  abutting  one  another  for  a  period 
of  time.  Beyond  that,  having  two  peo- 
ple who  happen  to  be  losing  blood 
adjacent  to  one  another  is  far  from  the 
most  efficient  means  of  communicat- 
ing the  virus."  None  of  which  implies 
that  people  needn't  be  vigilant,  or 
shouldn't  take  every  possible  precau- 
tion, says  Darrow. 

He  sums  it  up  this  way:  "I  think 
the  hysteria  of  the  mid-' 80s  was  com- 
pletely unwarranted.  But  I  also 
remember  two  or  three  years  before 
that  there  was  apathy  and  neglect,  and 
we  see  where  that  got  us.  I  think  the 
proper  attitude  toward  AIDS  should 
be  somewhere  in  between."  □ 
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Money  back.  Other  stamps  to  buy  or  return.  Kenmore, 
OM-882,  Milford,  NH  03055. 


NICE  SINGLES  wish  to  meet  others.  FREE  magazine. 
Send  age,  interests.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Allardt,  TN 


TRAVEL/RECREATION 


D-DAY  50TH  ANNIVERSARY  CRUISE  VISTAFJORD.  13 
days  including  3  days  Normandy.  Preferred  rates  veterans 
and  families.  Brochure  (800)  264-7557. 


SILVER  INDIAN  PEACE  MEDALS  WANTED,  (813)  286- 


WAR  SOUVENIRS,  (616)  773-0997. 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Membership  notices  are  published  for  Legion- 
naires who  have  been  awarded  Life  Memberships  by  their 
posts. 

Life  membership  notices  must  be  submitted  on  official 
forms  which  may  be  obtained  by  sending  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  to:  Life  Memberships,  The 
American  Legion  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis 
IN  46206. 

David  Arellano,  Joseph  T.  Coll,  Robert  J.  Dryer, 
George  E.  Duvall,  Everett  C.  Gerherdt,  Nick  P. 
Giammarese,  Benedict  Jerger,  Robert  lUlartin, 
Harvey  0.  IMinnick  Sr.,  Jack  W.  Richardson,  George 
A.  Stackhouse,  David  G.  Van  Gerrewey  (1992)  Post 
837,  Chicago,  IL 

George  W.  Linlnger,  Kenneth  D.  Orze  (1993)  Post  16, 
Hammond,  IN 

Robert  L.  Cook,  Charles  Foley  (1993)  Post  61,  Revere, 
MA 

Frank  Hendriksen,  Henry  New,  George  Stoll  Jr., 
George  C.  Thomas  (1982),  Earl  Nodine  (1983),  John 
Burgan,  Thomas  Doyle,  Richard  Prevail,  Robert 
Wiikerson  (1984),  Frederick  Holland,  Bernard  Ulrich 
(1985),  Paul  Nolder  (1986)  Post  183,  Baltimore,  MD 
Max  Bradshaw,  James  Salem  (1991),  Walter  L.  Lowell 

(1992)  Post  342,  Flint,  Ml 
Irvin  Osentoski,  Kenneth  Watson,  Ruth  Zimmer  (1993) 

Post  449,  Marysville,  Ml 
Herbert  Nagorske  (1993)  Post  206,  Windom,  MN 
Frederick  Urocque,  William  T.  Powell  (1991),  Albert  H. 

Coffey  (1992)  Post  3,  Nashua,  NH 
Edward  Kroviak  (1993)  Post  166,  Lakewood,  NJ 
Vincent  P.  Busuttll  (1992)  Post  86,  Bethpage,  NY 
Wiliard  0.  Andres,  Fredk  W.  Bundy,  John  W. 
Burkholder,  James  M.  Goerss,  Robert  W.  House, 
Norbert  L.  Jarzynski,  Fredk  W.  Klinger,  Roger  P. 
Krueger,  Thomas  C.  Mullaney,  James  M.  Scott, 
William  D.  Vitalis  (1993)  Post  264,  Tonawanda,  NY 
Bruce  D.  Robinson  (1993)  Post  770,  Trumansburg,  NY 
Andrew  R.  Kiral  (1993)  Post  343,  Euclid,  OH 
John  J.  Krukowski,  Robert  W.  Wombacker  (1993)  Post 

579,  Moscow,  PA 
Winfree  G.  Lee  (1986)  Post  84,  Richmond,  VA 
Edwin  P.  Ahrens,  Paul  Schultz  (1993)  Post  10, 
u,  Wl 


Firing  Line  Keeps 
Watcii  On  Radicals 

THE  American  Legion  opposes  every 
form  of  radicalism  and  subversion 
regardless  of  its  source. 

One  way  to  recognize  radical  elements 
and  how  they  work  is  through  a  subscription 
to  FIRING  LINE.  Americanism's  monthly 
newsletter  that  reports  on  terrorism  and 
other  subversive  influences  in  the  United 
States  and  keeps  Legionnaires  current  on 
Legion  positions  regarding  subversion. 


DO  YOU  SUBSCRIBE  TO 
FIRING  LINE? 

Firing  Line  is  The  American  Legion's  pub- 
lication that  reports  the  current  activities  of 
subversive  individuals  and  organizations. 
Send  name  and  address  with  a  check  for 
$7  (one-year  subscription)  to  Firing  Line, 
P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 


MOVING? 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
interstate  IVIove! 

North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  world's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
household  goods  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and 
budget.  In  addition  to  saving  40%, 
you  will  receive  $50,000  coverage  on 
your  household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free  es- 
timate, call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 
1-800-524-5533 
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YOU  CAN  MAKE 
BUTTONS  LIKE  ^1 


THESE 

with 


#- 


,  you  can  make  professional-quality 
pinback  buttons  just  like  tfie  ones  sold  in  gift  stiops. 
You  can  take  any  drawing,  ptioto  or  message  and  put 
ttiem  on  a  tjutton  in  just  seconds- it's  ttiat  easy  I  Design 
your  own  or  choose  from  1,500  colorful  stock  designs 
in  our  catalog. 

Buttons  make  great  party  favors,  name  tags,  gifts  or 
just  for  fun  I  Tfiey  also  make  great  fund  raisers. 
Our  Starter  Kit,  lor  only  $29.95,  contains  a  tiand-held 
button-making  assembly  press  and  enough  parts  to 
make  ten  2Va"  pinback  buttons.  Button  parts  cost  less 
than  20  cents  each-even  in  quantities  as  low  as 
50-think  of  the  possibilities  I 
ORDER  TODAY  I  To  order  your  Starter  Kit  or  to 
request  a  FREE  catalog,  call  toll  free 

1-800-223-4103 

Or  send  $29.95  plus  $2  95  p/h  (IL  residents  add 
$187  tax)  to:  Badge  A  Minit,  Dept.  Aim 
\^  Box,  800,  LaSalle.  IL  61301.  y 


Blank  Firing  Adaptor 

/  /fr^^O'  30  «•'■      CARAND  mFLE 

Ur^\^^^^^^^\^^^^     l^fir^   With  BLANK  ADAPTOR 

1  semi-aulomatically 
Installation  instructions 
included. 

■  BLANK  FIRING  ADAPTOR  - 
$9  00  each,  10  lor  $86  00 

■  8RD  CLIPS  -  SI  50  each.  10  lor  $12  00 

■  CLEANING  KIT.  Gl- $18  00 

■  MANUAL.  FIELD  23-5 -$8  00 

Shipping  charges:  J6.00 
per  order  Order  by 

AMHERST  ARMS 

P.O.  Box  1457,  Englewood,  FL  34295 
Phone  Weekday  Aflemooos  (81 3)  475-2020 

check.  Visa  or 
MasterCard  Orders 
shipped  UPS,  please  gnre 
street  address 

HEARING  AIDS 
uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


This  IS  all 
you  wear! 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

'ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS    •  TERMS  ARRANGED 
.  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 
.  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1 645,  ROCKFORO,  IL  61 1 1 0 


S79  95  THE  ORIGINAL  $49.95 

Value  TS45  Spec/a/ 


•  Side  lever  Cocking  •  AduN  Type  •  177  Cat  •  800  FPS  ■ 
300  Yard  Range  •  Hardwood  Stock  •  Rifled  Barrel* 
All  Metal  Parts  Blued  •  Adjustable  Sights 


60  day  money  back  guarantee 

Orders  shipped  within  24  hours  Credit  Card  &  phone 
orders  call  1  -800-726-1 696  M-F  9-5  E.S  T  Compasseco, 
Inc.  1 51  -AL  Atkinson  Hill,  Bardstown,  KY  40004. 
Add  $7  shp.  each.  KY,  OH,  &  IN  res.  add  sales  tax. 
BUY  FROM  A  LIFE  I 


TABLE  PADS 


ASK  ABOUT 
FREE  LEAF  SPECIAL 


SAVE  To70"/o 

Factory  Priced  From 

$29.95 

Compare  al  99  95 


1  (800)  428-4567 

DIRECT  TABLE  PAD  COMPANY 


IMPOTENCE  IS  TREATABLE! 

(erectile  dysfunction) 


Don't  wait,  take  this  first  step 
for  you  &  youf  /tartnef 

•  Easy  to  Use  Home  Remedy  •  SAFE,  Non-invasive 

•  Non-surgical,  No  Drugs  •  Physicians  First  Clioice 
•  Approved  by  IVIedicare  (we  will  help  you  file) 

Don't  Wait  -  Call  lor  your  FREE  Brochure 

1-800-533-8787 


Foster  Brooks 
TV  &  Movie  Star 


ENCORE  MEDICAL  PRODUCTS  CENTRE  2300  PLANTSIDE  DR.  LOUISVILLE,  KY  40299 


World's  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Portable  Sawmills 


Own  a 
Sawmill! 

Start  a  Profitable 
Business! 


Save  money  cutting 
your  own  lumber, 
make  money 
cutting  for 
others. 


32  Page  Full  Color  Cataloq  -  $2.00 
66-minute  demonstration  video-$  10.00 
MasterCard  or  Visa  accepted 

8180  West  10th  Street  •  Dept.  F43 
Indianapolis.  Indiana  46214-2400 


SILVER  $  RUSH 


Morgan  Dollar 
1878  to  1921 
PCGS  or  NGC  cert.  MS  63 
$OQ95  10-$295 

^^each  50-$1,450 
Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars 
UNC  &  PCGS/NGC  Cert.  MS63 
10  Mixed  $169.50  •  50  Mixed  $799.50 


'S'  (800)  836-8538 

Include  Day/Night  Phone  ■  5  Day  Reli 
NewYorl<  Residents  add  87.%  Tax. 
S4.a0  Postage.  Prices  based  on  silve 
S4.40  oz.  *sub|ect  lo  change.  5°.  (n 
reliindahlel  added  lo  credit  card  orde 


Chaim 
Greenberg 

383  Kingston  #71 
Bklyn.  NY  11213 
(718)  953-1176 


UNITED  WE  STAND  AMERICA  FOR  MEMBERS  ONLY 


ONLY 


LASER  ENGRAVED  IN  A 
6X8"  PIECE  OF  BEAUTIFUL 
SOLID  AMERICAN  WALNUT         $  19,95 

Send  Check  or  Money  Order  for 


PROUD  M£MB 
STAND 


meritasNp  inlomdion 


$19.95  plus  $3.00S&Hto: 

PI  E.  INC. 
BOX  206  PIONEER,  OHIO  43554 
please  Include  return  address 
THE  PURCHASE  OF  THIS 
PLAQUE  DOES  NOT  PROVIDE 
MEMBERSHIP  IN  UWSA 


CALL  1  -  800-  925  ■  4000  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  INFORMATION 


1  AWARD  CASES 

1   ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
1  Solid  hartlwood,gunstockwalnutfinish.  Full  1" 
1  between  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
1  velvety  mounting  board.  5'x7"  -$18.95, 
1  8"x10-  -$24.95,  11  'x14"  -$29.95, 

14-X20"  -  $39.95,  20 "x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
1  $5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  RO.  Boxes) 

R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COfVIPANY 

1    Box  2071-L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (Write  for  FREE  Catalog) 

Looking  for  an  old  friend 

"  -    '   '  Classmate,  relative?  We  search  all  USA. 
Send  full  name  along  with  $9.65  to: 
^         Computer  Search 
Box  244 

1^9^'^^        Exeter  NH  03833 

^  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 
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^™  SafeTussin  30 

"The  Clear 
Solution  For 
Your  Cough." 


At  last  the  clear 
solution  is  here. 
Safe  Tussin  30. 
Stronger  than  most 
other  cough  formulas 
and  a  lot  safer  too. 
Because  it  doesn't 
have  artificial  ingre- 
dients, sugar,  alcohol, 
antihistamines  or  dyes. 
Try  Safe  Tussin  30 
today! 

Now  available. 
Without  prescription. 
At  your  local  Pharmacy 


60%  MORE  JUICE 

FROM  YOUR  APPLES 


HAPPY  VALLEY 
RANCH 


SOLID  OAK  FLAG  CASE 
GLASS  FRONT 


(Also  available  in  solid 
wood  front  for  medals  display) 

ONLY 
$59.95 

To  place  an  order 
or  for  brochure  call 
1-800-648-7989 
ELK  PRODUCTS  INC. 

310  1st  Ave.  SE,  Hickory,  NC  28601 


WRITERS  WANTED 

Send  first  three  chapters  and  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  to: 
Renaissance  LiteraiyAgpncy 
P.O.  Box  566397,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30356 
(404)  587-6104 


FLORIDA 

Affordable  living  for  everyone,  manufactured 
homes  and  parxs  are  the  answer.  For  full  in- 
fonnation  send  your  name  and  address  for 
your  FREE  copy  to: 
The  Florida  Directory  of  Manufactured  Housing 
P.O.  Box  781 299  AL  092 
 Sebastian  FL  32978 


I  Be  The  Boss  \ 

I  of  a  Locksmith  Business| 


5  Foreign  Banh  Hotes  -  $1.00 


Get  Started  now.  FREE 
Lifetime  Security  Kit  tells ' 
how  to  make  an  extremely 

good  income.  Send  coupon 

to: 

Foley-Belsaw  Company 

Dept.  12340, 6301  Equitable  Rd. 
Kansas  City*  MO  64120-1395 
Name  . 


A  mme  ^ 

1  Address  ■ 

1  City  State  Zip   f 

Sinceim  ^^^f 


HERNIA 


APPUANCES 


FOR  COMFORT! 

When  you  slip  into  a  gen- 
uine BROOKS  Appliance  I 
you  can  enjoy  heavenly  I 
comfort  night  and  day  at  | 
work  or  at  play!  Thirteen 
million  sold,  since  1880.  You  buy  direct  from  the 
factory  -  never  sold  in  stores  -  l>eware  of  imitations. 
Only  the  highest  quality  materials  and  workman- 
ship. (Especially  for  older  people  who  wish  to  avoid 
unnecessary  operations  for  reducible  rupture).  Send 
for  our  FREE  illustrated  booklet  with  no  obligation. 
BROOKS  APPLIANCE  COMPANY  (Medicare 
960  State  St.,  Marshall,  MI  49068  PaysStK^,) 


it  VETERANS  VIDEO  ^ 

WWU- KOREA  -  VIETNAM  -  IN  BETWEEN 

NAVY-  MARINES  -  COAST  GUARD 
ACTION  -  TRAINING  -  PROFILES  -  SHIPS 

CATALOG:  VETERANS  VIDEO 
PO  BOX  12057  RICHMOND.  VA  23241 


CABLE  TV 

DESCRAMBLER  LIQUIDATION! 


Replace  A  Treasured  Keepsake! 
 sG.L  DOG  TAGS 

//*.•■."/'  /  We  imprinl  wHh  inronnalion 
you  request  up  to  six  lines  of 
Mces.  Prim  clearly! 


'cHrsf.n.95 


-  <,v  3/'2.00 

Black  Rubber  Silencers  2  for  'l.SO  ^ 


RICHCRAFT,  Box  I25-AM,  Kersliaw,  SC  29067 


Money!  It  makes  the  world  go  around.   Here's  a 
collection  of  real  foreign  money  to  introduce  you 
3nl(  Note  Collecting.  Travel  back  in  time  with 
a  Japanese  occupation  note  from  WWII.  Receive 
strange  little  note  from  Hong  Kong,  Plus  3  other 
otes  from  Indonesia.  China  &  Bulgaria,  all  for 
nly  $1.00.     Plus  you'll  receive  bank  notes  on 
approval,  buy  only  what  you  like,  return  balance 
iptly.  75%  off  -  Only  $1.00 


JAMESTOWN  STAMP  CO.,  INC. 

Dept.  B93AL 
■    Jamestown,  NY  14701-0019 


TELL  THE  WORLD  YOU  SERVED 


ARMY-NAVY 
AIR  FORCE-MARINES 
DESERT  STORM  RINGS  AVAIL 

PRESTIGE  RINGS  you'll  wear  with  pride  World's  largest  selection  of  military 
rings  Over  1000  combinations  Visa  or  MasterCard  Money  Back  Guarantee' 
Send  SI  for  lull  color  catalog  today. 

T-J  JEWELRY  CO. 


MEN'SWIDE  SHOES 


EEE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-1 3 

Extra  wi(Jth  for  men  who 
need  it.  Excellent  variety, 
styling  and  quality 
Send  for  FREE 
CATALOG. 

The  Wiliest  Selection  of  the  Wiliest  Shoes  Anywhere! 

HITCHCOCK  SHOES.  INC. 

 Dept.  5G  Hlngham.  MA  02043 


SHVED  IN  GERMANY? 

Bavarian  An  Wax? 

THE  BEER  WAGON' 

pk3qu€.  Corefullv  moW- 
woj<  on  BeouiituI,  bur- 
red and  hond  potnled 


6.8  weel 
S3.00  SSH 


Check 


AVON  PARK.  H.  33825 


ATTENTION  VETERANS! . . .  It's  Time  To  Shape  Up  Because  When 
You  Ship  Out,  You  Need  To  Be  PREPARED... NOW,  Step  By  Step 
Instruction  Manual  on  "HOW  TO  STOP  EXPENSIVE  FUNERALS," 
ONLY  $16.95  Ck./M.O.,  3325  Lorna  Rd.  #2210,  Hoover,  AL  35216. 
30  Years  In  Funeral  &  Cemetery  Business.  SIGNED:  EX  -  D.I.., 
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IBUPROFEN 

The  Magic  Word 
For  Pain  Relief 

(And  Until  Now,  Expensive) 

At  last  you  can  get  wonderful  ibuprofen  for  less  ttian  you're 

paying  for  name-brand  aspirin  and  much  less  than 
Tylenol.'  Formula  462  from  Wonder  Laboratories  is /u//- 

strength,  comparable  in  every  way  to  Advil  '  and 
Nupnn  "  and  H^otrin  '  and  Medipren  '  -  all  of  wtiich  cost 
2  to  3  times  as  much!  You  buy  d/recf  and  save  plenty. 
If  you're  interested  in  seeing  how  you  can  get 


Just  write  "Formula  462"  and  your  name 

and  address  on  a  card  and  mail  to; 
Wonder  Laboratories,  Dept.  F5L 
Lock  Box  820  •  White  House,  TN  37188 


Glaucoma-Eyedrop  Users 

Use  Teardrop  glasses 


■-mzn  ®y^s  accurately  every- 
time.  The  Teardrop 
arm  can  be  positioned  just  where  you 
want  the  drop  to  fall.  No  need  to  ask 
someone  to  help  you!  Send  $8.95  to  the 
address  below  to  solve  the  problem  for  the 
rest  of  your  life. 

The  Teardrop  Company 

W3540  ST  RD  50,  Box  41 
Lal<e  Geneva,  Wl  53147 

This  is  a  limited  1st  time  offer.  Allow  6  to  8  weeks  lor  delivery. 


_  ,,_  UNIQUE 

BELT  BUCKLES 


■  WHOLESALE  CATALOG  SELL  MORE 
I  THAN  1.000  STYLES  OF  BELT  BUCKLES 
J  BELTS,  WALLETS  AND  JEWELRY 

■  SE^D  $100  FOR  THIS  FULL  COLOR 

■  MONEY  MAKING  CATALOG  TODAY 

ANCHOR  SPECIALTIES  CO,  Mpf- 

P.O.  BOX  3958,  NORTH  PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  0291 


EMPLOY  YOURSELF 


Business  Opponunny  tor  ths 
Your  Vktoo  &  36niin  Is  si  you  nsod 


•  Photography  Servica 
LEARN  HOW  I 
For  Into  kM  SMdSa.to 
Voigt  Plwtography  ,  P.O.Box  7203 
Hudson,  R.34674-7203 


Tan  At  Home! 

Home  &  Commercial 

WOLFF 
TANNING  BEDS 

Call  for  a  FREE  color  catalog 
and  wholesale  pricing! 

1-800-462-9197 


OWN  YOUR  OWN 

COIN  TELEPHONE 
CALL  TODAY!! 

NATIONAL 

800-252-8099 


ADJUSTABLE  BEDS 

Doctor  Recommended 
•  Electric  Control 


Go  anywhere... with  ease! 

ELECTRIC 
3-WHEELERS 

•Money  bacl<  guarantee 
•Monthly  payment  plan 
•Medicare  claim  service 


A  JOSTEN'S  MILITARY  RING 

THE  PERFECT  GIFT 


send  one  dollar  for  color  catalog 

Josten's,  4451  Chedlea, 
Ft.  Worth,  TX  76133 
1-800-433-5671 
(or  available  at  many  fine  exchanges) 


FREE  CATALOG!  1-800-345-8927 
JERROLD     HAMLIN     OAK  ETC. 

CABLE  TV  DESCRAMBLERS 


•  Special  Dealer  Pricesi  •  Compare  Our  Low  Retail  Prlcesi 

•  Orders  From  Slock  Shipped  Immediately' 

•  Guaranteed  Warranties  &  Pricesi  •  All  Major  Credit  Cards 

PACIFIC  CABLE  CO.,  INC. 

7325 V2  Reseda,  Dept  1622  Reseda,  OA  91335 

For  catalog,  orders  &  inlorinalion  1-e00-345-8927 


^U.S.SILVER  EAGLE s9 

America's  Largest  Solid  Silver  Coin 

Gov't  sealed  roll  of  20  BU  coins.1  Pounds  of 
Silver,  Only  $199+$9  insured  4  week  delivery. 

Not  available  direct  from  the  U.S.  Mint. 
ORDER  DIRECT  1  -800  USA  5858  or  mail  to: 
Bullion  Division-Federal  Coin  Fund 
57  Greentree  Dr-223,  Dover  DE  19901 
Ctiarge  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Amex,  or  mail  Ck/MO. 


^kPARA  SUIT  &  WALLS  JUMPSUITS 

Short  or  Long  Sleeve 
Perma- Press  30  Colors 
25  Fabrics -Sizes  34  -60 
Reg,,  Short,  Long  &  X-TaJl 
Call  for  Free  Brochure 
Toll  Free  800-627-0692 


SONIC  PEST  REPELLER 


DRIVE  OUT  RODENTS,  PESTS  &  VERMIN 

from  your  home  with  time  proven  Ultrasonic  Pest 
Repeller,  Just  plug  it  into  standard  wall  outlet: 
You  can't  hear  it  but  you'll  see  the  results  - 
electronic  marvel  blankets  an  entire  room  with 
high  frequency  ultrasonic  sound  waves  that 
DRIVE  OUT  RATS,  MICE,  SQUIRRELS  &  BATS. 
Thousands  of  users  also  report  ttiis  ultrasonic 
repeller  EFFECTIVE  AGAINST  ROACHES, 
SPIDERS.  ANTS,  CRICKETS,  EVEN  FLEAS. 
Harmless  to  humans  &  non-rodent  pets.  One 
unit  covers  about  500-sq.  feet.  This  is  the  well 
known  American  designed  &  engineered  repeller 
that  carries  both  a  prestigious  EPA  Est.  number 
AND  is  registered  in  Canada,  UL  listed.  Millions 
in  use,  field  tested  over  ten  years!  NO  poison, 
NO  disgusting  mess,  just  a  safe,  clean,  EASY 
way  to  get  pests  out  of  your  home  -  and  keep 
them  out!  Order  with  confidence:  One  year 
warranty  and  90  day  money  back  guarantee. 


Order  one  unit  for  $1 9,95  -i-  $3,00    i^^  i 

shipping;  two  for  $36.00  -i-  $4.00  I  

shipping;  five  for  $75.00  postpaid.         I  ^ 

Ou,crln  „u,il  TODAY:  MCA^lsa 

DutchGuard,  Dept,  AL-93  ^  .    rr  „ 

po  Box  411687  Order  Toll  Free 

Kansas  City  MO  64141  1-800-821-5157 


From  your  oil)  pWe  NO  IMPRES- 
SIONS NEEDED.  Modem  system 
Di  «Tcc  — ^  transforms  yoc- 

PLATES  a  cracked,  chipped  plate  into 

REPAIRED  a  natural-pink  Dupont  Ptotic  PWe 

$19, 

matclied  teeth  at  a  small  addSional  ciiaiae.  RUSH  SERVICE:  SEND' NO 
MONEY  .just  vour  name  and  address  for  FREE  details.  Save  at  our  low 
phce.  HIGHEST  PRICES  paid  lor  dental  gold 
C  p  C  p  I   3  month's  supply  False  Plate  Cleaner  to 
'  riUL.   all  who  write  mentioning  tills  ad! 

Dr,  C.S.  Levin,  D.D.S. 
All-State  Dental  Laboratories,  Inc  (EST.  44  YRS.) 
1539  Devon  Ave.,  Dept  23  Chicago,  IL  60660 
 -OVER  Se.OOO  SATISFIED  CUSTOMERS- 


30  DAY 
MONEY 
BACK 
TRIAL 


HOW  TO  PUBLISH 

Join  our  successful  authors  In  a 

 ^  complete  and  reliable  publishing 

W^^IIB    profram:  publicity,  advertising 
I  %F  Vl%    handsome  books.  Speedy,  eiriclent 
service.  Send  for  FREE  manuscript 
report  &  copy  of  Pablltli  Yoar  Book. 


BOOK 


Binoculars,  Spotting  Scopes, 
Tripods  &  Accessories 

Leica  •  Zeiss    Oplolyth  »  Swarovski 
Bausch  &  Lomb  *  Nikon    Kowa  *  Swift 
Bushnell    Redfield  *  Bnjnton  *  Leupold 
Steiner  *  Celestron  *  Op  Tech  ■*  Bogen 

Angenieux  *  Buiris  *  Fujinon 
  '   '  /  *  ' 
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Legion  Shopper 


Personalized  Barware 


Sold  in  sets  of  four  with  the  bar 
design  and  your  name  perman- 
ently etched  into  the  glass. 

15  oz  Highball  $18.00/set 

13  oz  Double  Old  Fashioned  $18.00/set 

20  oz  Beer  Mug  $24.00/set 

Shipping  &  Handling  $4.00/set 

3to4WeekDeUvery 
Etched  in  Glass  (412)  767-4066 

622A  Saxonburgh  Bivd  Pittsburgh,  PA  15238 


BUY  ONE  AND  WE'LL  MAKE 
YOU  AN  EXCLUSIVE  DEALER 


Amphibious 
2  and  4 
passenger 
models 


(21-iiears-old  and  over,  Please) 

No  Money  Down.  4s  low  as  $110  mo. 
Call  ToU-Free  1-800-255-2511 

(From  anywhere  in  the  U.S.  or  Canada) 

Recreatives  Industries,  Inc. 

60  Depot  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14206 


YOUR  MILITARY  MEDALS 


WWII  •  KOREA*  VIETNAM  •SWA 

■  All  U5.,  UN.  RVN.  Full  Size  Medals 

■  All  Miniature  Medals  and  Ribbons 

■  Rank  and  Skill  Badges  *  Patches 

-  Rne  Display  Cases.  1 00%  Guarantee  ! 
Send  $2.00  Toda/  for  NEW  Color  Catalog 


lUTPTIllT  O    I929AL  Fairview  Rd. 
mCiUAlJO    Fountainlnn.se  29M4 


CABLE  TV 

DESCRAMBLERS 
BULLET  PROTECTORS 
STUNGUNS 
DIGITAL  VOICE  CHANGERS 
FSB  VIDEO  STABILIZERS  — 

tSa  1-800-835-2330  ffi 


600+  MILITARY  DESIGNS  I 

FREE  24  Poge  IlLUS  CATALOG 
WE  DO  CUSTOM  WORK 
Dealer  Inquires  Welcome 

HOOVER'S  MFG.  CO. 

4015  AL  Progress  Blvd. 
PERU,  ll«1354 
(8J5j  223-1159,  Ask  For  David 


BE  ALMOST  2 " 
TALLER!! 


SIZES:  5-11 
WIDTHS:  B-EEE 
FINE  MEN'S 
SHOES 


Look  just  like  ordinary  shoes  except  hidden  inside 
is  a  height  increasing  innermold.  Wide  selection 
available  including  dress  shoes,  boots,  sport  shoes 
and  casuals.  Moneyback  guarantee.  Exceptionally 
comfortable.  Call  or  write  today  for  your  FREE 
color  catalog.  "MD.  RESID.  CALL  301-663-51ir 
TOLL-FREE  1-800-343-3810 
ELEVATORS®  Q 
RICHLEE  SHOE  COMPANY,  DEPT.  AL39 
P.O.  BOX  3566,  FREDERICK.  MD  21701 


SHIPS  HISTORIES  ONLY  $8.00 
PHOTO'S  ONLY  $10.00 

We  have  Hiatoriet  of  all  U.S.  Naval,  Army  TraniporH  and  moat 
Coast  Guard  and  Liberty  SMpa  They  are  on  line  parchment  paper 
and  suitable  for  framing.  Also,  partial  up  to  dale  crew  Bsdng.  Ships 
History  taoo,  Photos  8x10  %^<i.OO,  ItiM  $22.00  BW.  Send  name, 
address,  year  on  ship.  Ust  of  suniien  U.S.  Ships  $2.oa  Money  bacit 
Open  Man.-Fri.  9-5  S.H.$Z.OO 
Seaweed's  Ships  History 
P.  0.  Box  154,  Dept.  B 

aSistersville,  WV  26175  (T^TOnI 
Info,  Phone,  Fsx  304-652-1525  (M<irt«t«d) 
Orders,  Call  1-eOO-SEA  WEED  1^^>^J 


SAVE  Up  To  40% 

  Build  It  Yourself 

j^^^        16x32  25x40 
f^^=]        30x48  60x140 

5TEEL-n)a3-ER  800-888-4606 


|iiJ;Jd»iJ.'l..llAIJ.»J.'MA 


before  it  becomes  a  problem  ...  or  Control  Existing 
Impotence  with  the  REVIVE  SYSTEM.  A  New  Patented 
Effective  System  without  Surgery.  Drugs,  Injections  or 
Vacuum  Pumps'  ENHANCES  NORMAL  PERFORMANCE 

AND  ENDURANCE.  Send  $10.00  lor  valuable  report  that 
can  save  you  from  $100.00  to  $10,000.00!     (4i4)  248-2S9o 

REVIVE  SYSTEM  CORP.  •  156  BROAD  ST.,  DEPT.  A  L 
P.O.  BOX  790  •  LAKE  GENEVA,  WISCONSIN  53147 


Loose  Dentures? 


I         PERMA-SOFT  II 

I  The  Professionai  Denture  Reline  '( 
'  Material.  Last  up  to  2  years.  Stops 
I  Gum  Shrinltage.  ALL  with  just  ONE  Application!  | 

• For  Free  Information  Write:  PERMA  LABORATORIES  ' 
^         PO.  Box  134-L  •  Millersburg,  Ohio  44654  i 


Send  S1.00  For  Brochure      Circle  ritle(s)      Made  In  USA 

VETERANS'  RINGS/LADIES  AND  GENTS 

WORLD  WAR  II  VET. 
KOREAN  VET. 
MERCHANT  MARItSE  VET. 
PURPLE  HEART 
MILITARY  DIVISIONS 
RETIRED  MILITARY 
ANY  COMBINATION 
FREE  INITIALS/DATES 


WW  II  VET  VIETNAM 
ALL  RINGS  $95 

(Cold  or  Silver  Finish) 

^  FOLEY'S    P.O.  B0XS46-V 

NY131S2  Tel:  (315)685-6914 


Sterling  Silver -$150 
Solid  aoid-$395 


IN  SEARCH  OF. 


This  column  is  for  readers  searching  for  groups  of  vet- 
erans for  purposes  other  than  forming  a  reunion  (use 
VETS  column)  or  to  find  witnesses  to  verify  VA  health 
claims  (use  COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS  column).  No 
notices  seeking  information  about  relatives  or  friends  will 
be  published.  Notices  are  published  free,  on  a  space- 
available  basis. 

WWII  veterans  to  participate  in  survey.  Contact:  Direc- 
tor, U.S.  Army  Military  History  institute.  Veterans  Sur- 
veys Project,  Carlisle  Barracl<s,  PA  17013,  or  call  (717) 
245-4113. 

101st  Paratroopers  who  knew  Major  Fry,  a  provost  mar- 
shal at  a  replacement  camp  near  Caserta,  Italy,  during 
WWII,  for  historical  research.  Contact:  Jim  Brindisi, 
1517  Western  Ave.,  #201,  Chicago  Heights,  IL  60411. 

Africa/Italy  aircrewrs  who  fiave  information  on  Padre 
Rio  flying  over  Italy  in  WWII,  for  a  book.  Contact  Robert 
B.  Coble,  5504  N.  Mountain  View  Ave.,  San  Bernardino, 
CA  92407. 

Artifacts,  photos,  documents  involving  U.S.  military  in 
Trinidad  during  VWVIi,  for  museum.  Contact  Gaylord 
T.M.  Kelshall,  Chauguaramas  Military  History  &  Aviation 
Museum,  P.O.  Box  3126,  Carenage,  Trinidad  &  Tobago, 
West  Indies. 

Crew  members  of  USS  Benjamin  Franklin  who  knew 
Joseph  T.  ("Father  Joe")  O'Callahan  during  the  1940s, 
for  a  book.  Or  anyone  who  served  aboard  the  USS 
Joseph  T.  O'Callahan.  Contact  Ms.  Lee  Craine,  3050  E. 
Sunrise  Lakes  Dr.,  #207,  Sunrise,  FL  33322.  (305)  748- 
4178. 

Former  members  of  1st  Platoon,  3133rd  Signal  Service 

Co.  Have  photo  dated  November  1944  at  Pine  Camp, 

N.Y.  Contact  Becky  Lahaine,  4900  Hilltop  Rd., 

Harrisburg,  PA  17111. 
Graves  Registration  personnel  involved  in  recovering 

American  airmen  shot  down  in  Europe  during  WWII,  for 

a  book.  Contact  Robert  I.  Miller,  4670  Frederick  St., 

Omaha,  NE  68106. 
Information  about  a  ship's  bell  and  plaque  donated  by 

the  Kearsarge  Association  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  in  1956. 

Contact  T.W.  Smith,  USS  Kearsarge  Assn.,  1172  Deleon 

Ct.,Clarkston,GA  30021. 
Information  about  the  'Hells  Henchman"  B-17,  401st 

BG,  WWII,  for  research.  Contact:  Mike  Merryman,  2613 

Foron  Rd.,  Centralia,  WA  98531 . 
Information  on  the  477th  AAA  (AW)  Bn.  that  departed 

Camp  Stewart,  Ga.,  in  September  1943  for  Pacific  duty. 

Contact  Henry  P.  Welzien,  6531  N.  Waukesha  Ave., 

Chicago,  IL  60646. 
Manuals,  photos,  literature  on  M422,  M422-A1  (Mighty 

Mite),  for  museum.  Contact  L.J.  Fleckenstein,  405 

Edgewood  Ave.,  Johnstown,  PA  15906-2817. 
Memorabilia  and  artifacts  of  coastal  defense  units  at 

Fort  Stevens,  Oregon,  during  Civil  War,  WWI  and  WWII, 

for  a  museum.  Contact  Gale  Hemmen,  P.O.  Box  138, 

Hammond,  OR  97121. 
Photos  of  net  tendering  and  tugging  operations 

conducted  by  YTB-347  at  Trinidad,  BWI,  1944-46. 

Contact  John  Laughlin,  805  Crestview  Rd.,  G-5,  Cocoa, 

FL  32922. 

Thomas  P.  Cox,  U.S.  5622003.  Found  photo  album 
belonging  to  him.  Circa  1954,  from  Camp  Wood, 
Kyushu,  Japan.  Contact  Michael  F.  Hagerman,  1350 
Fairbanks  Ct.,  Dixon,  CA  95620. 

WWII  sailors  and  seagoing  Marines  aboard  ships 
during  combat  in  the  Pacific,  for  a  book.  Also  members 
of  the  Navy  Armed  Guard  and  Navy  personnel  who 
trained  them.  Contact  Gene  Adams,  810  Manchester 
Ave.,  Westchester,  IL60154. 

WWII  USMC  or  USMCR  dogtags  and  camouflage 
fatigues,  for  display.  Will  pay.  Contact  Ames  Grindahl, 
1837  16th  St.  S.,  Fargo,  ND  58103. 
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Parting  shots 


"When  you  call  me  'Dude, '  it  makes  me  hot!" 


Motherly  Extremes 

Mothers  always  seem  to  be 
alarmists.  If  one  of  their  children 
coughs,  it's  TB.  A  headache  means 
nothing  less  than  a  tumor.  And  one  lie, 
and  the  child  is  destined  for  Congress. 


Pooling  Resources 

If  the  energy  tax  is  enacted,  the  cost 
of  operating  a  car  will  be  so  high  that 
lawyers  will  have  to  start  car  pooling 
behind  ambulances. 


Trading  For  The  Lord 

The  Bible  says  we  came  into  this 
world  without  riches,  and  we  shall 
take  no  riches  with  us  to  the  next.  So, 
in  a  sense,  stock  brokers  are  just  doing 
the  Lord's  work. 


Kidding  Around 

A  man  and  his  guide  went  on  a 
fishing  trip  in  the  Canadian  Rockies, 
and  as  they  sat  around  the  campfire 
the  first  night,  the  guide  pulled  out  a 
bottle  of  whiskey  and  offered  the  man 
a  drink.  The  man  said,  "Thanks,  but  I 
never  drink." 

"Why  not?"  the  guide  asked. 

"Well,  in  front  of  kids,  I  don't  want 
to  set  a  bad  example.  And  away  from 
kids,  who  needs  to  drink?" 


Doggone  Season 

A  dog  biscuit  company  is  coming 
out  with  a  line  of  baseball  cards  show- 
ing players  with  their  dogs.  One  shows 
a  player  with  his  cocker  spaniel  and 
another  one  has  a  player  with  his  gold- 
en retriever.  And  then  there's  the 
entire  Mets  team  with  their  seeing-eye 
dogs. 


Fare  Wager 

Some  airlines  are  considering  set- 
ting up  in-flight  gambling  operations 
on  their  planes.  The  way  it'll  work  is 
passengers  will  place  a  bet  on  how 
much  of  their  luggage  will  be  waiting 
when  they  arrive. 


Head  Games 

A  junior  officer  at  the  Pentagon 
was  a  hard  worker,  and  he  had  a  very 
nice,  well-furnished  office.  However, 
he  began  behaving  strangely.  First  he 
moved  his  desk  out  into  the  space  also 
occupied  by  his  secretary's  desk.  Then 
a  few  days  later,  as  he  was  leaving  for 
the  day,  he  pushed  his  desk  out  into 
one  of  the  many  long  corridors.  He 
worked  there  for  a  few  days,  and  then 
he  shoved  his  desk  into  the  men's 
room  and  set  up  work  there. 

All  of  this  had  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  his  fellow  workers.  It  seemed 
more  and  more  strange  to  them,  so 


strange  they  did  not  dare  ask  the  offi- 
cer himself  what  he  was  doing. 
Instead,  they  went  to  the  division  psy- 
chiatrist and  asked  him  to  ask  the  offi- 
cer. 

So  the  psychiatrist  walked  into  the 
men's  room,  sat  on  the  edge  of  the 
officer's  desk,  and  asked,  "Why  have 
you  kept  moving  your  desk?  Especial- 
ly, why  into  the  men's  room?" 

"Well,"  said  the  officer,  "I  figure 
that  this  is  the  only  place  in  the  Penta- 
gon where  they  know  what  they're 
doing." 


Belted 

"My  father  was  extremely  strict," 
Moe  said  to  Larry. 

"Oh,  you  had  it  easy,"  Larry 
replied.  "I  was  14  years  old  before  I 
learned  that  belts  could  also  be  used  to 
hold  up  pants." 


Shake,  Rattle  &  School 

Each  year  in  Mangum,  Okla.,  the 
residents  conduct  a  Rattlesnake  Derby, 
with  prizes  given  for  bringing  in  the 
most  and  longest  of  these  reptiles.  And 
the  most  loathsome  snake,  by  vote  of 
judges,  receives  a  scholarship  to  the 
law  school  of  his  choice. 


Inter-Dependent 

Ad  in  magazine:  Need  co-author 
for  a  book  on  self-reliance. 


"Hey,  don 't  worry  about  me... I'm  a 
survivor. " 
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William  Boyd  ...  America's  Favc 
Hero  Of  The  Western  Screen  . 
In  Ttie  Role  That  Made  Him  A  Star 
Now  Available  On  Home  Video  Tape\ 

Hopdon 
Cossid 


HOPALONG 
CASSIDY 

COLLECTIQM  #1 

Hopalong  Cassidy 
Enters 

The  Showdown 

Bar  20 


HOPALONG 
CASSIDY 

COLLECTION  #2 

Hoppy  Serves  A 
Writ 

Colt  Comrades 

Leather  Burners 


Full  Length  Shoot  ^em  Up 
Western  Movie  Classics 
the  best  of  all  the  Hoppy 
Films  ever  made! 

Co-starring  Robert  Mitchum  ...  George  "Gabby"  Hayes  ...  Victor 
Jory  ...  Andy  Clyde  ...  George  Reeves  ...  Russell  Hayden  ... 
Kermit  Maynard  ...  In  A  First-Time-Ever-Available  Home  Video 
Collector's  Edition  At  Our  Give-Away  Price!  


William  Boyd  starred  in  all  66  Hopalong 
Cassidy  films.  You  can  now  own  six  of  the 
very  best  Hoppy  films  he  ever  made  in  this 
exclusive  new  home  video  edition.  Hit  the 
trail  and  ride  alongside  Hoppy  to  non-stop 
thrills  in  the  dangerous  days  when  a  six- 
gun  ruled  the  West.  You  get  high  Western 
adventure  in  every  action-packed  full  length 
feature  film  . . .  hired  guns  . . .  cattle  stam- 
pedes ...  renegade  outlaws  ...  climactic 
showdowns  ...  6-1/2  hours  of  blazing  six 
shooter  excitement.  Real  Old  Western  enter- 
tainment like  they  don't  make  any  more. 


MONEY  BACK  IF  NOT  THRILLED 
AND  DELIGHTED 
Saddle  up!  You  won't  find  this  exclusive 
home  video  edition  in  any  store.  Every 
classic  Hoppy  film  is  the  original  uncut  ver- 
sion and  the  quality  is  crystal  clear.  Plus  you 
get  the  very  first  of  all  the  Hopalong  Cassidy 
fikns  ever  made  . .  .a  rare  Western  gem  worth 
the  price  of  the  entire  collection.  Preview 
the  videos  in  your  own  home.  We  promise 
you'll  treasure  and  enjoy  them  like  none 
you've  ever  owned  or  your  money  back 
(less  P  &  H)  absolutely  no  questions  asked. 


Includes  the  very 
first  of  all  the  Hoppy 
films  ever  made  . . . 
"Hopalong  Cassidy 
Enters" ...  sure  to 
become  a  valuable 
collector's  favorite! 
Own  it  now  for  less 
than  $6.00! 


COLLECTOR'S  EDITION  -  NOT  AVAILABLE  IN  STORES 


VIDEO  MEMORIES,  Dept.  HL-123 
One  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwalk,  CT  06851 

Please  rush  me  those  Hopalong  Cassidy  Film  Classics  on 

Video  Tape  I  have  checked  below  on  your  full  money  back 
guarantee  if  not  delighted. 

□  COLLECTION  #1  -  3  Full  Length  Movies  only  $19.98 

□  COLLECTION  #2  -  3  Different  Full  Length  Movies  only  $19.98 

□  SAVE  $15.00  Buy  COLLECTIONS  #1  &  #2  for  only  $29.98. 


Add  only  $5  P&H  no  matter  how  many  collections  you  order. 

Enclosed  is  $  CT  Residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

CHARGE  IT:  □  VISA    □  MasterCard 

Acct.  #  Exp.  Date  

Name  

Address  

City  


State 


_Zip. 


Monterey  Dress  Slacks^ 


95'  MAILP 
ORDER 


ash  and  wear  care  you  demand! 
15  a  pair!  Why  shop  around  — 


►  Executive  Silhouette 

►  Full  Comfort  Cut 

►  No-Roll  Waist 

•Steel  Hook  and 
Eye  Closure 

►  Unbreakable 
Nylon  Zipper, 

►  Deep  No  hole 
Pockets. 

►  100%  Machine 
Wash  and  Dry 

►  Permanent  Press 
Woven  Polyester 

►  100%  Made 
in  the  USA 


HABAND 

One  Hundred  Fairview  Ave\ 
Prospect  Park,  NJ  07530 


